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December 2015 

 
By Cynthia Botha 

 

What a year we have had! It 
seems to have gone by so quickly 
and here we are ready to prepare 
for the celebration of the birth of 
the Saviour of the world. It is a 
wonderful time of the year which 
often seems to pass by before we 
realise it. We are busy with so 
many things with schools closing, 
end-of-year work parties, buying 
gifts, and so on, that we are often 
surprised when the new year 
arrives! But we have the season 
of advent which asks us to stop 
and reflect. 

Advent invites us to think 
back on the year 2015, and to 
remember the events which have 
deeply impacted on our lives, and 
on us as a St Francis community 
and on the life of the parish. 

 Advent invites us to look 
forward – forward to the 
celebration of the word made 
flesh, the baby in the manger, the 
Immanuel, the God with us – the 
God like us! 

Advent invites us to wait 
patiently; not to rush to the 
manager to see the Christ child, 
but to wait for his coming. It is a 
strange kind of waiting, because 
we know the story and we know 
the baby has already come. In 
advent we are invited into a 
deeper truer encounter with 
ourselves, with the world and 
most of all, with God.   

This is a special time of year 
and we usually do all we can to 
make it special for our loved ones 

and for those whose lives touch 
ours, and who we encounter in 
our community. Let me relate 
to you a story from the life of 
St Francis, which I read about 
recently and which is very 
special. This is about the first 
Christmas nativity scene which 
he put together.   

It is said that in 1223 
Francis decided that he wanted 
to make that Christmas a really 
special one. and he told the 
people that he wanted to have 
the Christmas service outdoors. 
This had never happened 
before, but the story goes that 
the villagers of Greccio jumped 
at the idea and soon all became 
involved. Some helped to clear 
a site for the service, and the 
candle makers started making 
candles.  

Then Francis had another 
idea – he would recreate the 
manger scene complete with 
live oxen and donkeys. No one 
had heard of such a thing!   

But everyone soon warmed 
to the idea and it is said that the 
local farmers argued about 
whose animals would be in the 
scene! Francis walked around 
the village choosing villagers 
to play the different roles in the 
story. The evening was lit with 
candles and torches and 
everyone in the village 
attended.  

 Francis sang the gospel 
and preached about the miracle 
of God’s willingness to visit 
the world as an infant. It was a 

very successful event and the 
very first nativity scene. 

This scene has been captured 
in art and on Christmas cards 
ever since, and is one with which 
we are all familiar. Ian Morgan 
Chron (of the book Chasing 
Francis) says that after reading 
about this first nativity scene. he 
would never think about the story 
in the same way. The first 
nativity scene was not the clean, 
neat and tidy scene that we see 
reflected on Christmas cards or 
sing about in Christmas carols. 
You could most probably smell 
the hay and the smoke of the 
candles. Also animals are smelly, 
and people can be restless and 
difficult, but this scene of 
Francis, said Ian Morgan Chron, 
revealed ‘the true nature of the 
Incarnation – the moment when 
the Divine collided with the 
crude ordinariness of our world. 
All my romantic notions of 
Jesus’ birth fell like a curtain, 
revealing the beauty of its 
earthiness.’ 

 My prayer is that all of us will 
find in the season of advent the 
time to prepare and expect and 
anticipate that wonderful event 
again – when the Divine will 
again collide with our crude 
ordinary world, and find us ready 
and eager to hear the good news 
of Jesus, the Saviour of the 
world. 

On behalf of the parish, a very 
blessed and happy Christmas. 
May it be a special time for you 
and those whom you love. 

The word became flesh and dwelt among us.... 

Image credit: catholiccompany.com 
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recently that South Africa loses 

R7 billion per year in non-

billed water. A significant 

portion of this is due to water 

leaks. We must report water 

leaks that we observe and 

repair water leaks on our own 

properties. Advice on plumbing 

problems and water leaks can 

be obtained from our 

parishioner, Alan King. 

 Reduce our household water 

use. Individual water use is an 

important saving measure, both 

in the short and long term. 

Although it makes up only 27% 

of the country’s total water use 

(from data supplied by the 

Department of Water Affairs in 

2013), household water is clean 

and drinkable, and thus more 

valuable than the water used for 

agriculture or mining.  

 Professor Jay O'Keefe, 

Rhodes University Ecologist, 

says, ‘We are flushing drinking 

water down the toilet. We are 

bathing in drinking water. We 

are washing our cars in 

drinking water. All our piped 

water is drinking water quality, 

and that’s crazy’. We must think 

about harvesting rain water, 

installing ‘grey water’ systems 

in our homes for irrigation, 

toilet flushing, etc.  

 Additional ways to reduce 

water consumption in our 

now flourishing; and 

congratulations for this are due 

to Patience Dlamini. 

 The country’s drought update 

looks bleak and everybody is 

urged to conserve water. Our 

average precipitation of 465 mm 

pa is, according to an article in a 

recent Daily Maverick, 

approximately half the global 

average. In addition, our current 

drought is taking place in a 

prolonged dry spell, coinciding 

with El Niño. This means that 

the next wet spell may only 

occur in five to seven years from 

now. 

 The climate forecasting 

models predict that rainfall will, 

in future, become increasingly 

variable; and, as our food 

imports increase because of the 

effects of the drought, food 

prices will rise. Some sources 

have recently predicted as much 

as a 30% overall increase in food 

prices. 

 Apart from big capital 

projects (for example, dam and 

desalination plant construction); 

we must ask what short-term 

action we as individuals and 

households can take, to help. 

 These suggestions may be 

useful: 

 Join the War on Leaks. 

Minister of Water Affairs, 

Nomvula Mokonyane said 

By Mike Honnet 

 

The members of the Eco Group 

are Mark Franklin (Chair), Janet 

Magner (Secretary), Tim Gray, 

Mike Honnet, Peter Middleton, 

Dave Nabarro and Bruce 

Rubidge. Tim was not only the 

founder of the Eco Group at St. 

Francis; he was also the founder 

and leader of the Johannesburg 

Anglican Environmental 

Initiative (JAEI) and a key 

thought leader on the 

environment and eco matters for 

the diocese. With Tim’s 

retirement, we are looking for 

members. 

 Anybody wishing to join the 

group should please liaise with 

Mark sextant@mweb.co.za, Janet 

janet@magnersolutions.com or 

any other member. 

 The Eco Group, under the 

capable guidance of Peter 

Middleton, is currently reviewing 

alternative solar power proposals. 

Three service providers have 

made site visits; and one of them 

has provided a firm quotation for 

each of three alternative 

solutions. We will attempt to 

obtain more quotes for 

comparison purposes, prior to 

formulating a specific proposal 

for consideration by Council. 

 Everybody will have seen that 

the food garden on the verge is 

Eco News 

Variable rainfall on the horizon 
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devise innovative new ways of 

being more effective in water 

conservation and management. 

 The survey has been 

completed and its results will be 

announced in due course. 

homes: 

* Time your shower to three 

minutes; 

* Have shallower baths; 

* Turn off taps while shaving 

and brushing teeth; 

* Use a bucket instead of a hose 

for car washing. 

 While these sound like 

insignificant actions, every bit 

helps, and the more we do to 

help, the more likely we are to 

Letter from the Church Wardens: 

Pastoral and other work will continue unabated 

Dear fellow parishioners  

We write to bring you up-to-date with develop-

ments regarding the change in Rector which is due 

to occur now that our Rector for the past 20 years, 

Father Timothy Gray, has retired. As you know, 

Tim retired at the end of November, and we hope 

you enjoyed the festive farewell service and tea for 

him on 22 November.  

 A lot of work has already been done during the 

last eight weeks to ensure that the pastoral and oth-

er work at St Francis continues unabated during the 

transition period which will follow Tim's retire-

ment. As Wardens, we have held meetings with the 

Archdeacon of our region, the Venerable Michelle 

Pilet, who, in turn, has been in consultation with the 

Bishop of the Diocese, the Rt Rev Steve Moreo.  

 Changes of this sort inevitably take time, not 

least because the Anglican Church in this Diocese 

is short of priests. However, we wish to assure you 

that as Wardens, we have suggested some names to 

the Archdeacon, and thus to the Bishop, and the 

normal Diocesan processes are being followed to 

make an appointment of a new Rector who will re-

flect the spirit and ministry of St Francis. Other 

names are also normally considered by the Bishop. 

For obvious reasons, such information has to re-

main confidential at this time. We have compiled a 

comprehensive profile of our parish, its work and 

witness, and this, too, is in the hands of the Bishop, 

so that he and others in the Diocese may reflect 

prayerfully on the sort of person we need to replace 

Father Tim. An appointment may, however, take 

some months.  

 In the meantime, as indicated earlier in this let-

ter, life at St Francis will continue as normal. The 

Revd Canon Cynthia Botha, whom we all know and 

love as one of our self-supporting priests, will ini-

tially be bearing the lion's share of the pastoral and 

related work. Our youth pastor, Yvette Angoma, 

will continue in the ministry of her youth work, 

which has grown steadily. Our team of lay minis-

ters will play an important role in this time of tran-

sition, and have been briefed where necessary to 

lead week day worship services. We have also 

been offered assistance from two other parishes - 

St Martin's-in-the-Veld in Rosebank and St Paul's 

in Parkhurst (the parish of our Archdeacon) - who 

will supply priests to officiate at Eucharist. Our 

Archdeacon herself has also offered to do so, and 

Bishop Brian Germond, well known to us at St 

Francis, will be amongst those helping in this way. 

Other work, such as our music ministry, various 

outreach ministries, pastoral and spiritual care, and 

the administrative backup, will continue seamless-

ly.  

 We are fortunate in having strong lay leader-

ship at St Francis of Assisi - people who give of 

themselves selflessly and in the interests of our 

parish. But it is not only in this that we should 

have confidence, but in the reassurance given to us 

by our faith in the God whom we all serve.  

 We ask for your prayerful support and under-

standing during these important and challenging 

times of transition. We reassure you that we are 

working diligently and as hard as possible to en-

sure that the gap left by Father Tim is filled not 

only as soon as possible, but as proficiently as can 

be. 

 If you have any thoughts or queries whatsoev-

er, please be in touch with us. Our phone numbers 

and e-mails can be found below our names.  

Cally Tuckey  Theo Coggin  Eddie Jooste  

082-901-5857  082-900-0168 082-490-8159 

cally@gam.co.za; 

theo@quo-vadis.co.za;  

joosie@mweb.co.za. 
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December 

06  Sunday Advent 2 
07.30   Eucharist 
09.30   Eucharist   No Rock&Roll 

10  Thursday No ParkViews 

13  Sunday 09.00   Combined Eucharist 

20 Sunday  09.00   Combined Eucharist 
17:00   Carols in the Garden for the family. 

24  Thursday Christmas Eve 
17.00   Children’s Nativity Service 
23:00   Midnight Mass 

25 Friday Christmas Day 
09:00   Christmas day - combined service 

27  Sunday 09.00   Combined Eucharist 

By Cally Tuckey 
 
St Francis is going to be doing 
the Renew Africa programme 
next year 2016, starting in Lent. 
 Renew Africa is more than just 
a bible study. It is a programme 
that has been developed 
especially for us in Africa. It 
seeks to involve and renew the 
whole parish and to involve 
everyone, children as well as 
adults. 

 The focus of Renew Africa is 
the small groups that meet 
weekly. In these groups, people 
have the opportunity to get to 
know one another, and to feel 
part of a caring community. 
 During the group meetings 
people reflect on their lives, and 
relate their faith to their 
experiences. Through the studies 
people’s faith can grow, and 
there are opportunities to 
express their faith and deeper 

commitment in 
various ways, both in the 

parish and more widely. 
 The Sunday worship is linked 
with what the small groups are 
studying, and helps to go deeper 
into the topics that are being 
discussed and studied. 
 Renew Africa is an 
opportunity for people to become 
more involved at St Francis. 
Please prayerfully consider 
whether God is calling you to: 
 
 join a group 
  be a small group leader 
  contribute to the Sunday 
worship. 
  help to involve others 
  get more involved in activities 
at St Francis. 
 The Renew Africa programme 
offers everyone a chance to 
deepen their faith. 

January  

03  Sunday 09.00   Combined Eucharist 

10  Sunday 09.00   Combined Eucharist 

14  Thursday No ParkViews 

17  Sunday 07.30   Eucharist 
09.30   Eucharist and Rock&Roll 
              Rock&Roll restarts 

Upcoming Events: Church Diary 

February  

10  Wednesday Ash Wednesday 

11  Thursday 18.00   ParkViews 

Renew Africa is a chance to 

deepen your faith through a  

specially developed programme 
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By Owen Franklin  
 
 
Marnus Greyling (below), M 
Mus student at the University of 
Pretoria, delighted an audience 
of some 80 lovers of organ 
music in St Francis’ church on 
Friday, 2 October. 
 His programme began with a 
work by that great master of the 
organ, J.S Bach: a transcription 
of the concerto in A minor by 
Vivaldi.  His encore at the end 
of the concert was also by Bach 
– a transcription of the Sinfonia 
in D major from the Cantata 
‘Wir danken dir, Gott’.  Both 
pieces consummately displayed 
Greyling’s manual dexterity and 
fleetness of foot on the pedals. 
 He made excellent use of the 
colours of the South African 
Organ Builders’ instrument.  
 The rich diapasons and 

Outstanding young performer 

explores the organ’s range 

strident reeds in Buxtehude’s 
‘Praeludium in G minor’ 
contrasted with the sparkling 
flutes in Haydn’s  two pieces 
for musical clocks.   
 Gentle strings in the slow 
variation of the chorale ‘Vater 
unser im Himmel’ (The Lord’s 
Prayer) in Mendelssohn’s 
‘Organ Sonata in D minor’ 
offset the fuller registrations of 
the other variations.  
 Greyling is also an arranger 
and composer. Samuel 
Barber’s ‘Adagio’ for strings 
allowed him to explore an 
idiosyncratic use of high and 
low sounds on the organ.  His 
own piece ‘Besin-
ning’ (Contemplation) – based 
on the familiar Passion Chorale 
Anglicans know as ‘O sacred 
head, sore wounded’ – is an 
indication of the creative 
talents of which we look 

forward to hearing more. 
 Everyone loves a good tune.  
Guilmant’s ‘March’ based on 
‘Lift up your heads’, from 
Messiah by Handel, gave the 
audience ample opportunity to 
recognise this stirring melody in 
improvisation and Greyling 
captured superbly the style and 
thrill of full organ at the hands of 
this French master. 
 Vierne’s gentle ‘Clair de 
Lune’ again showed off the softer 
colours of the organ, and the 
Belgian Franck’s bold ‘Piece 
Heroique’ brought the concert to 
a rousing conclusion. 
 This 24-year-old (soon-to-be) 
Master of the Organ is a brilliant 
player and St George’s, 
Parktown, is extremely fortunate 
to have him on the bench of their 
‘new’ Rieger.  He clearly has an 
outstanding career as a performer 
ahead of him.    

 

* Photo by Ruth Coggin 
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St Francis says “farewell” to Tim 

A delighted Tim regards his photo album Close-up of the plate Tim received as a gift Clothed with a blanket by the Mother's Union 

The Ven Michelle Pilet, Archdeacon Region 6  

Brian Germond, Theo Coggin, Cally Tuckey and the Revd Canon Cynthia Botha 

Don't leave me out..... A delighted Tim regards his photo album Tim’s sister, Belinda, presents a cake on 

behalf of the family to Val Archer. 
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The Cloete family I don't like the camera - Sara Niewehoudt with her son Lincoln  

A spread fit for a king Delicacies for tea Tim and Wendy the hairstylist 

Delicious 

Go well old friend - Tim and Keith Ballard 

Alan Carlile reads the first lesson Church warden Theo Coggin with Yvonne and Mike Reid former chair of JSA 
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By Jillian Carman 
 
These are the things we will 
remember about Tim: his ir-
reverend humour, his ability to 
lighten sad moments and defuse 
stressful situations, his inclusive 
love and compassion, his social 
engagement, and his love of 
marshmallow eggs and mince-
pies, which coincided with the 
two major events in the church 
calendar.    
 Regarding his hum-
our, we always knew 
when Tim was about to 
say something funny 
from the pulpit. The little 
smile and chuckle and  
then an aside that had us 
rolling in the aisles 
(metaphorically). 
  ‘Well done, that was 
sung with wonderful 
gusto!’ he would say to 
the elderly 7.30 service, 
mutely trying to follow 
an obscure hymn.  
 Or ‘I’m going to read 
you a poem; I’ve read it 
before but I know you 
won’t remember it’; or 
‘All children may now 
go into the garden – that 
does not include children 
over 60’; or ‘Please bring 
hot cross buns to next 
Sunday’s service. I like 
the ones with lots of 
raisins’; or bombarding 
us with marshmallow 
eggs and remarking on the 
youthful age of the adults who 
caught them.  
 My introduction to Tim’s 
humour was before he came to St 
Francis. I attended a bible-study 
at St Peter’s in Auckland Park, a 
bit reluctantly because this wasn’t 
really my scene but I thought I’d 
better give it a try.  
 I expected quiet piety. I 
certainly didn’t expect a guffaw 
of laughter. We were asked to 
describe how we thought of God. 

‘Awesome’ said one of us, and 
Tim burst out laughing. ‘Sorry, 
but that’s what Ninja turtles 
say!’ He had me hooked.  
 Two other anecdotes concern 
my mother. When she was to 
read an Old Testament lesson 
with an unpronounceable word, 
she phoned the parish office to 
seek help. She could hear the 
secretary spelling the word to 
Tim off-stage, and Tim’s 
response. A pause, then: ‘Tell 

her it’s pronounced 
‘wheelbarrow’.” 
 The second anecdote occurred 
a few months back when my 
mother had major surgery for a 
broken femur.  
 She was flat on her back in 
hospital with a brace from foot 
to waist when Tim came to visit 
her with his Eucharist suitcase. 
With a deadpan face he asked 
her if she was kneeling yet. He 
showed the same warm humour 
towards my mother-in-law 

during her last illness, when she 
said she didn’t want any visitors 
except for “Father Tim”. He 
conducted her funeral and 
supported us with similar loving 
warmth. 
 Something else I will always 
remember about Tim is his 
inclusive, non-judgemental 
acceptance of everybody, no 
matter their sexual orientation, 
colour, shady pasts, extreme 
poverty (or wealth), addictions, 

hopeless drunken states. 
This led him to engage in 
a number of community 
and pastoral initiatives. 
Here are just two of 
them. 
 In late 2005, he 
actively supported – 
under the auspices of the 
Gauteng Council of 
Churches and OUT 
LGBT (a lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transsexual 
organization) – the 
formation of Centre 
Space, ‘an informal 
network that aims to 
create an open and non-
discriminatory space for 
discussion, reflection and 
information-sharing, on 
sexual diversity and 
Christian faith’.  
 The group made a 
submission to Parliament 
in 2006 in support of 
same sex marriages, 
preferably with a change 

to the Marriage Act. Sadly, the 
Act was not changed, but at 
least same-sex unions were 
legalised in civil society. Such 
couples, however, cannot be 
married or blessed in the 
Anglican Church. This hurts us 
all, including Tim. 
 Tim is perhaps best known as 
a “green” Anglican, engaging 
with the ecological challenges 
facing our world. St Francis was 
very proud to have him serve on 
the steering committee of the 

Some Carman memories of Father Tim 

Father Tim Gray in his earlier years at St Francis 

Parkview.  
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Anglican Church of Southern 
Africa’s Environmental Net-work 
(ACSA-EN). His sermons were 
often sprinkled with “green” 
challenges.  
 As with other challenges made 
from the pulpit, these were 

delivered in a humorous way 
that made one feel UN-
challenged, only to be hit later 
by the hard truth of what he had 
said.  
 There are many more stories 
I could share about Tim. I learnt 

so much from his humane, 
loving, socially-engaged ex-
ample. I am so grateful for his 
guidance over the past years and 
I and my family will miss him. 
But we know he will always be 
there. 

Frances and Robyn Gray, with granddaughter Emily Rose. Tim has always had a special rapport with the children of the parish. 

High tea at St Francis! 

“I just wanna be a sheep”, sang the Rock&Rollers 
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By Ruth Coggin 

 

They came in all shapes and sizes—

from the tiniest silkworms cradled in 

boxes of mulberry leaves, to timid 

hamsters carefully cupped in small 

hands, to exuberant Boxers, cheeky 

Jack Russells, and  matronly Labra-

dors keeping an eye on the playful 

puppies - all with one thing in com-

mon: the love and devotion of their 

humans desiring that they be blessed 

in the name of St Francis, their pa-

tron saint. 

 The annual St Francis pet ser-

vice, held this year a week after the 

patronal festival in October, attract-

ed many visitors from the area, 

thanks to the publicity provided in 

the week ahead. Even the local 

newspaper attended, giving a full 

page of coverage to this special 

event. 

 Revd Jonathan Meintjes was the 

priest whose sacred task it was to 

bless the animals—and he did so 

with serenity and  graciousness. 

 Held under the trees in the garden 

of St Francis, the service is a annual 

reminder of how much love and joy 

our pets give to us. 

 Appropriate music, including 

“God made every little creature”, 

and “All things bright and beautiful” 

added to the enjoyment of the bright 

and sunny day. 
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“What a beautiful, 

well thought-out 

and holy service... 

A special event to 

start the new 

church year.” 

 This was the 

description given 

by a well-known 

music critic, Moira 

de Swardt, to the 

carol service pre-

sented by the St Francis Singers 

(below) on 29 November.  

 The large and appreciative 

audience were treated to a feast 

of carols and readings around 

the theme, “A creation Christ-

mas”. 

 Carolabout animals, birds and 

the stars (including an elephant 

and a mosquito) were inter-

spersed with readings and po-

ems chosen by Sue Jordaan and 

ably read by Sue and Jonathan 

Stead. 

 St Francis Music Director 

and conductor of the St Francis 

Singers, Ruth Coggin, said: “It 

was such fun choosing carols 

that have a link to creation. This 

is probably not surprising, since, 

apart from Mary and Joseph, the 

animals in the stable were the 

first to greet the Christ child.” 

  A special feature of the ser-

vice was the story of how  Silent 

Night came to be composed. 

Since this story involves a guitar, 

well-known guitarist Dillion Da-

vie (photo) had been invited to 

play two verses on his classical 

guitar.  This was highly appreci-

ated by those were listened to its 

beautiful sounds. 

 The service was followed by 

Christmas cheer in the hall that 

was provided by the choir. 

‘A special event to 
start the new  
church year’ 
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cannabis. Cannabis – or hemp – 
was widely grown in England. Its 
fibres were used for sail-making, 
and in the making of paper. 
Shakespeare’s plays would have 
been printed on hemp. 
 Following the successful 
analysis of Richard III’s bones, 
Francis said he was ‘very 
interested in the possibility’ of 
examining Shakespeare’s grave 
by scanning it from the surface. 
 He believes analysis of the 
bones could reveal new 
information about what the 
playwright ate and drank, and 
whether he smoked cannabis.  

Did the 
Bard 

smoke 
the  

weed? 
hallucinatory dagger. 
 Among the other examples 
cited was sonnet 27 where we 
are told of the beginnings of ‘a 
journey in my head’. Could this 
be an altered state of 
consciousness, the result of 
smoking cannabis? And perhaps 
the ‘Dark Lady’ to whom many 
of the sonnets are addressed is a 
figure perceived in such an 
altered state. 
 Many fragments of clay pipes 
were found in the garden of one 
of Shakespeare’s houses. When 
analysed chemically, some had 
evidence both of tobacco and 

By Mike Williams 
 
The October ParkViews explored 
the possibility that Shakespeare 
smoked cannabis. The speaker 
was Prof. Francis Thackeray, 
above, of the Wits Evolutionary 
Studies Institute. 
 Shakespeare lived in the ‘Age 
of Discovery’, and explorers 
brought many plants to Europe, 
including tobacco and cannabis. It 
is known that at the time people 
were smoking a variety of plant 
substances, all of which went 
under the name of tobacco. 
 In Sonnet 76 there is the line, 
‘And keep invention in a noted 
weed’. Elsewhere in the same 
poem Shakespeare appears to 
want to avoid ‘compounds 
strange’. Could this possibly 
mean that Shakespeare used 
cannabis for creative writing, but 
avoided drugs of the kind brought 
to England from Peru and 
elsewhere in the New World? 
 Other possible Shakespearian 
references to cannabis can be 
found in the play Measure for 
Measure, where there is mention 
of a ‘headstrong weed’. And, 
given that the Church had 
condemned cannabis, linking it 
with witchcraft, there are 
interesting possibilities for 
Macbeth, since Macbeth has an 
early encounter with the three 
witches, and subsequently ‘sees’ a 
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Rock&Roll and youth 

FIRE 
The group had grown this year and it has been 

wonderful to watch individuals change and mature. 

Our aim for 2015 was to do more outreach, and to 

see the world from a different perspective. 

 We attended and helped with the Just Footprints 

camp earlier this year. It was a wonderful 

experience and most of the group jumped right in 

to help out where they could. 

 We also ran a drive for animal food to go to one 

of the SPCAs. This was well received from the 

community. A big thank you to all those who have 

donated. 

 Friday nights is a time for fellowship. The group 

has grown closer. And they enjoy seeing one 

another on a Friday night. This has also help the 

discussions that happen on a Sunday morning, as 

they are more comfortable with one another, and 

they open up a lot more during discussions then. 

Friday night Fire is from 18h00 to 20h00 and is for 

Grade 6 to Grade12.  

SPARK 
We have a steady and regular group that 

meet on a Friday night. Quite a few of this group 

will be moving up to Fire next year. The group 

meets on a Friday afternoon from 16h00 to 18h00; 

it is from Grade 3 to Grade5. 

Rock&Roll 
This year has been wonderful, fun and eventful . 

We had some new teachers join us and some old 

teachers have returned. 

 We are very lucky to have such wonderful, 

creative and dedicated teachers who give their time 

and their energy to run Rock&Roll. 

 We have undergone some rebranding for our 

different youth groups. For junior youth the name is 

now SPARK which stands for Super Powerful 

Anointed Righteous Kids. The senior youth is now 

called FIRE which stands for Friends in Religious 

Education. 

Confirmation 

Nine candidates (pictured below with Youth Pastor, Yvette Angoma, Bishop Steve 
Moreo and Revd Tim Gray) were confirmed in October this year at St Thomas 
Linden. It was a wonderful service and well attended. Well done to all those 
confirmed.  

By Yvette Angoma 
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A bridge collapsed  

and some eighty people 
were plunged to their deaths 
in the turbulent waters below. 

One of the bodies dredged up 
during the grappling operations 
was that of a man 
still clutching a dollar bill, 
a symbol 
of all that man had yet to give, 
of all that he might have done 
if time had not  
run out for him. 

It should be 
one of our nagging fears 
that we may die that way; 
with our riches yet unspent, 
with our talents, our skills 
untried and unused in the service 
of God and neighbour. 

We should not be caught short 
but give 
while there is yet time to give. 
Thus, 
when our day comes to stand  
before God 
we must appear before him 
with empty hands, 
with our opportunities 
for doing good 
all exploited, 
with our resources for making men happy 
all depleted. 

Another way of saying, perhaps,  
that our Christian pilgrimage 
must be one grand spending spree. 

1 Peter 4:7-10 “Everything will soon come to an end... 
Each one of you has received a special grace, so, 
like good stewards responsible for all these different 
graces of God, put yourself at the service of others. 

 From Reflections ...path to prayer by Fr James Turro 
                                Society of St Paul, 1972 

By Susan Alexander 

 

A resident in a suburb such as 

Parkview would be concerned if 

s/he realised that monthly 

income was reducing and was 

failing to cover monthly 

expenditure on the activities and 

up-keep of the household and 

property by R15,000 a month.  

 A first thought would be: Can 

I reduce my costs? Electricity 

usage could be cut down; fewer 

luxuries attempted (hake instead 

of prawns?); the second car 

could be sold; revise the 

insurance; avoid maintaining the 

buildings; no new appliances; 

postpone getting that new 

laptop; make do with old 

clothes; reduce the days when 

the gardener works from three to 

two (thus contributing to the 

miseries of the poor); these 

might make a little difference. 

 But as the months drag on, 

R15 000 at a time, and savings 

are being steadily depleted – we 

can’t go overseas after all – it 

looks as though there won’t be a 

holiday for us this Christmas – 

how are we going to pay the 

school fees next year? Some 

more drastic effort might be 

considered. 

 If we can’t reduce 

expenditure, can we increase 

income? The spouse could find a 

job again, the children might get 

part-time work or maybe I could 

work two jobs? We could sell 

off some of the antique furniture, 

or take in paying lodgers? 

Perhaps Auntie Edith would 

come to live with us, and help 

support the property. 

 But the months drag on, and 

R15 000 becomes R 150 000 in 

ten months and the situation 

isn’t getting any better. 

 So our hypothetical resident 

has to decide to change his or 
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her lifestyle completely, and 

either stay in this house in this 

lovely suburb but enjoy no 

amenities, no transport, no staff 

and no facilities or entertainment 

OR give up, sell the house, move 

elsewhere and live more cheaply 

in every way. 

 The Parish of St Francis of 

Assisi in Parkview is in 2015 in 

exactly the financial position of 

our hypothetical resident.  

 When the budget was drawn 

up at the end of 2014 payment 

promises for the dedicated 

giving scheme, plus the amounts 

sent in by people who don’t sign 

a pledge but from whom a 

regular (and usually unchanging) 

amount is received by EFT each 

month, gave us an expected total 

income in excess of R1 450 000. 

It seemed reasonable that, with 

the new and exciting youth 

ministry we were embarking on, 

and the active music situation, 

we could expect a little more, 

with new families coming in, so 

we budgeted to receive 

R1 500 000. 

 Sadly, income has decreased. 

Both promised (DG) and 

voluntary giving (those brown 

bags) are below the 2014 

receipts, and well below budget. 

 The accumulated loss for the 

ten months ended 31 October is 

more than R150 000 and the 

savings account with the 

Diocese, from which the 

shortfall has been funded, is 

becoming depleted. 

 This means that what 

parishioners have given in 

previous years is paying our 

ordinary day-to-day expenses 

now. We are living on the 

charity of the past. Auntie Edith 

is keeping us going for now, but 

she can’t last for ever. 

 First thought: Can we reduce 

our costs? 

 Well, no. All the economies 

that can be practised, without 

reducing what St Francis stands 

for, are being practised. Solar 

heating, paper saving, in every 

field the best endeavours are 

being made. Property 

maintenance scheduled for this 

year has not been undertaken. 

And, to revert to the budget, 

expenses are well contained 

within budget parameters. We 

could stop planning to heat the 

Church in winter, and just wear 

our overcoats, but that isn’t 

going to help now! 

 The consideration that staff 

might be retrenched will occur 

to some, but how will that help 

us? The resulting lack of 

cleanliness, efficiency, care and 

responsibility will only drive 

away parishioners and income 

will go into free fall.  

 Second thought: Can we 

increase our income? To this the 

resounding answer is “yes”!  

 Because, unlike that resident, 

our income does not come from 

a boss, or the stock exchange, or 

a pension fund. It comes from 

us!  

 Only we can save the Parish 

of St Francis of Assisi in 

Parkview from the third 

possibility, that of eventually 

having to close our doors and 

sell our beautiful church 

complex to the Universal Church 

of Christ, or similar. 

 To do this we need to take 

our faith in God and our need for 

God seriously, and dig deep into 

our pockets and give.  

 Now that we are going 

through budgeting time for 2016, 

promises of parishioners for 

giving in 2016 are being 

received, and while there are 

some heartening increases, 

mostly they are the same old, 

same old. We can’t run a 2016 

operation on 2014 income. The 

hideous possibility mentioned 

above will have to become the 

reality if we don’t radically 

adjust our thinking about 

supporting our Church. 

Particularly if you haven’t 

promised before, do so now, we 

need you.  

 Fund raising isn’t going to do 

it – we raise funds to pay for our 

Outreach projects, like Operation 

Relief, and feeding the homeless 

and hungry, and supporting our 

Social Worker. The income is 

sporadic and insufficient for 

anything more than its avowed 

intention. In many ways we have 

these functions so we can get 

together and enjoy each other’s 

company socially. 

 Only warm-hearted, generous 

giving is going to save us. So I, 

your old treasurer, offer you a 

challenge: Let’s make up that 

deficit, and refill the hole we 

have made in our savings to 

overflowing – we’ve called them 

“love gifts” in the past, but these 

are “rescue” – any and all of us, 

and specially the newer families 

please come to the rescue – here 

are the banking details:  

Business account 50331107348 

with First National Bank, 

Killarney Branch, in the name of 

St Francis Church, Parkview. 

Use RSF (Rescue St Francis) 

before your name for the 

reference. 
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was so dirty. All the plastic bags 

since the invention of plastic 

were lying around on the open 

veld as if they were decorations. 

Nothing was cared for. Streets 

that were tarred a year ago were 

washed away by rain water. They 

are in a worse situation than 

before. Clubs and taverns are 

allowed to operate near places of 

worship. Mortuaries are in the 

same buildings next to the food 

shops. 

  It looked so depressing. We 

are free, but seem to be chained 

by a culture of ‘don’t care’. We 

are not legally bullied by anyone, 

but in areas where the oppressor 

never ever came, we have 

regressed to something our most 

so-called unsophisticated 

ancestors would never have 

allowed. What is this all about? 

What has happened to us?  

 I think we can look to 

scripture for some ideas. The 

children of Israel were freed from 

their captivity but, as they proved 

over and over again, they were 

not ready to take over the 

Promised Land. They wandered 

for forty years around the Sinai 

desert, and have records of their 

complaints. For example:  

* The Israelites said to them, ‘If 

only we had died by the Lord’s 

hand in Egypt! There we sat 

worst, a life of luxury afforded 

by a golden handshake, or are 

still in office drawing obscenely 

high salaries – taken, of course, 

from us, the taxpayers or 

customers?  

 Most people were at least 

taken aback by the student 

protests about the fee increases 

at universities. Again, the 

students had a point, and this 

eruption was fuelled by long-

term dis-satisfaction in many 

areas of our public life, 

government and private. The 

fact that the government (which, 

we believe, is where these 

problems started), gave way, 

showed us that things can 

change, although it is a pity it 

takes such massive disruption to 

do so.  

 But it also leaves us with a 

deep disquiet. Who actually is in 

charge? Will other dissatisfied 

citizens take to the streets to get 

what they want? Where will it 

all end? Are there no places 

where voices of protest can be 

heard? Will we always have to 

cause chaos in our daily lives 

before anyone will listen? Does 

anyone care?  

 I visited my hometown of 

Sannieshof. It really hit me 

between the eyes as I was 

driving in to the township. It 

Dear Saints 

 

What turbulent times we have 

lived through in the past two 

months! We began with that 

infamous tweet from Dianne 

Kohler Barnard which stated 

something like the bad old days of 

PW Botha’s time weren’t so bad 

after all. We then saw the 

mayhem around the issue of fees 

for university students. In 

between the two, I visited my 

hometown of Sannieshof. I’ll deal 

with each in turn.  

 Firstly, that tweet. How many 

of us, while openly incensed by 

what Dianne Kohler Barnard 

allowed to go viral (with or 

without her knowledge), didn’t 

secretly think she had a point. The 

apartheid government treated us 

like children, but at least we were 

children who were provided for. 

Things worked. We mustn’t ever 

go back there, but we do regret 

the present lack of that orderliness 

which was there in the past. And 

now that we learn Ms Kohler 

Barnard has not only lost her job, 

but has also been expelled from 

the party.  

 How many of our leaders, 

government and otherwise, have 

been guilty of greed, fraud and 

corruption of far greater 

magnitude, but are still living, at 

Are we really free? 

An edited version of Bishop Steve’s 

November Ad Clerum  
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around pots of meat and ate all 

the food we wanted, but you have 

brought us out into this desert to 

starve this entire assembly to 

death’. (Exodus 16.3) 

 In some respects, we don’t 

blame the children of Israel. But 

we also know, that if we lived in 

a desert as the Israelites did, then 

in Africa, (without the skills of 

the Khoi or the San peoples to 

help us), we, with our consumer 

outlook would never have 

survived. It is truly the mercy of 

God that we have a country 

where crops grow easily and the 

weather is kind enough so that we 

can slide into a subsistence way 

of life and still survive.  

 But is that what God wants for 

us? Is that what the Struggle was 

for? Are we not like the children 

of Israel, still childish, waiting 

for someone to do things for us, 

or waiting for a boss of some sort 

to crack the whip and force us to 

work? Are we as Christians 

allowing the poor to get poorer 

because we are too lazy to speak 

up, and too lazy to use what 

institutions we do have to make 

things better?  

 I believe we are being called 

to stand firm as adult people of 

God and claim what we have 

been given. We are a church of 

people called by God who will 

empower us to build this land so 

it becomes a place fitting for all 

our children and their children. 

 All of us, previously 

disadvantaged and previously 

privileged, need to take 

responsibility for ourselves and 

for our country.  

 

+Steve 

Natal volunteers in 

the Boer War 

By Mike Williams     

  

In September, Hamish 

Paterson spoke at ParkViews 

on ‘The South African War 

(Anglo-Boer War) – the Natal 

Volunteer Force’.  

 Hamish has an MA degree 

from the University of Natal, 

and one of the books to which 

he has contributed is Ron 

Bester’s Small Arms of the 

Anglo-Boer War. He has been 

at Ditsong, National Museum 

of Military History for the 

past twenty-nine years. 

 It is often overlooked that 

there were a significant 

number of South African units 

which fought on the British 

side in the South African War. 

The Natal Volunteer Force 

and Natal Police were a 

significant component of the 

forces available to defend 

Natal, and made up twenty 

percent at the outbreak of the 

war.  

 They were not effectively 

used by the British 

commanders. However, they 

did make a significant 

contribution to the defence of 

the colony notably in the 

opening days of the war and 

in the defence of Ladysmith. 

 Natal volunteer forces 

began to be formed in 1855, 

the year after Britain entered 

the Crimean War. Though 

there were relatively few 

British troops in Natal, there 

were considerable fears that 

even this small group would 

be withdrawn to join the 

fighting in Crimea.  

 As a result, volunteer units 

of cavalry and infantry were 

formed. In the decades that 

followed the fortunes of these 

units waned and waxed, and 

they gradually acquired more 

modern weaponry. One 

significant innovation that 

was to be significant in the 

Anglo-Boer War was the 

introduction of mounted 

rifles.  

 When the war broke out in 

1899, mounted volunteers 

were not sent to the borders 

of Natal. At the very least 

they could have had a 

delaying and deterrent effect. 

Later, mounted volunteer 

infantry forces had some 

notable successes against 

Boer commandos, and better 

deployment of these forces 

could have achieved more.  

 Volunteer forces played a 

significant part in breaking 

the siege of Ladysmith. Later 

still, they took part in the 

advance toward Dundee and 

Newcastle. Eventually Natal 

was declared to be free from 

invaders. 
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Above: Lay ministers Patience Dlamini, Alan Car-
lisle and Jonathan Stead, and Archdeacon, the 
Ven Michelle Pilet, lay hands on Revd Tim Gray at 
the conclusion of the service. 
Right: Music Director Ruth Coggin, the St Francis 
Singers, and musicians Andre Cloete, Ludwig and 
Louise Frahm-Arp, Francesca Conradie, Mike 
Montgomery and Taryn Dlamini took part in the 
service. 

Sadly, St Francis is also saying “farewell” to 

Revd Jonathan Meintjes, pictured on the left 

leading the pet blessing service in October. 

Jonathan has taken up a post at a church in 

Henaetsburg, Magoebaskloof. The parish 

will be saying farewell to him at a service on 

20 December to which you are all invited. 

The staff of The Franciscan congratulates 

our Editor Melissa Malgas and her hus-

band Warren on the birth of their beauti-

ful baby boy, Santino Christiano. We wish 

the family all the best and much joy and 

happiness. 


