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August 

11  Thursday 18.00   ParkViews 

14  Sunday 17.30   Evensong 

20  Saturday 18.00 The St Francis 
Singers light  music 
and supper 
programme 

October 

01 Saturday 08.30   Prayer and 
Meditation 

02 Sunday Patronal Festival 
09.00   Combined 
Eucharist 

09  Sunday 07.30   Eucharist 

09.30   Eucharist and 
Pet Blessing 

13  Thursday 18.00   ParkViews 

Upcoming Events: 

Church Diary 

September 

03  Saturday 

   
08.30  Prayer and 
Meditation 

 

08  Thursday 18.00   ParkViews 

29  Thursday 19.30   The Wits Trio 
chamber music 
concert 

Exciting Musical Events 

happening at St Francis 
By Bart Cox 

In the coming months, a number of concerts will be 

taking place at St Francis. The St Francis Singers will be 

presenting an entertaining Light Music and Supper 

Programme. This takes place at 18.00 on 20 August. (See 

full report on page 7) 

 And on 29 September at 19.30, the Wits Trio will 

be playing works by Beethoven, Brahms and Piazzola. 

The Trio is made up of Malcolm Nay (piano), Zanta 

Hofmeyr (violin) and  Maciej Lacny (cello). 

 Another event to look forward to this year is the 

Carol service which takes place at St Francis on the 4th of 

December.  
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Paul Germond, our new rector 
from the beginning of October, 
finds himself at present grappling 
with two challenges. 

First, as the rector of St 
Augustine in Brixton, he is 
working hard to bring to fruition 
some of the processes that have 
flourished under his Ministry 
there, such as the training of eight 
new parish ministers and 
ensuring that he leaves the 
scholarships facilitated by the 
church on a sound footing. 
Second, he is hard at work in 
thinking through all the 
implications of his appointment 
to St Francis of Assisi. 

This is not surprising coming 
from someone who says that 
from the outset it has always been 
clear "that being a Christian 
could not be an add-on to my life, 
but to be the core of my being ". 

In an interview with 
Franciscan shortly after his 
appointment had been 
announced, Father Paul said that 
the many possibilities that exist 
in the parish excite him. It would 
be important, however, for him 
initially to learn about the parish's 
life, to interact with those 
involved in various ministries, 
and to understand what has 
occurred since the retirement of 
Tim Gray. 

"Over these past 10 months 
the parish would have learnt a lot 

about itself under the leadership 
of the wardens and council 

members, who would have borne 
the brunt of ensuring that the 
parish continued its lively 
ministry. It will be important to 
learn what has happened during 
that time and for me to begin a 
process of exploration." 

As an educationist, Paul says 
it is important for Christians to be 
theologically and biblically 
literate, both in their living and 
thinking. Undergirding this 
would be the need for coherence 

Paul Germond brings wealth of experience 

with his vision for new ministry at St Francis 

At the beginning of October the Vicar General of the Diocese of 

Johannesburg, acting on behalf of  the Bishop, the Rt Revd Steve 

Moreo, informed St Francis of the appointment of Revd Paul 

Germond as Rector.  Fr Paul assumes his appointment at the 

beginning of October, and his first service will be on the Sunday on 

which we celebrate the Feast of St Francis, our Patronal Sunday, 2 

October at 9 a.m.  THEO COGGIN interviewed him on his new 

appointment. In this article he spells out some of his vision. 

Soon to be new rector at St Francis, Paul Germond.  

Please turn over.  
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in the leadership and one of the 
things he will be seeking to do is 
to create this environment.  

Part of this would involve 
ensuring that ministries and 
programmes occur in such a way 
that people could plan together to 
see what the parish could achieve 
in time frames of, say three to 
five years.  

He is committed to a deep 
relational theology which ensures 
that relationships between people, 
who have to be encouraged to be 
involved in the life of the parish, 
can be lived out in practice in a 
cohesive manner.  

Lay ministers are part of this 
leadership group and he believes 
it is important for each parish 
minister to have an active 
ministry in the church. 

An integrated approach to 
ministry is clearly key. This 
means that the importance of 
overarching themes must be 
understood so that, for example, 
components of a service like the 
sermon, liturgy and music are not 
seen as separate parts of it. 

"Parish life can often be 
atomised, with everyone doing 
their own thing. We have to ask 
how a sense of cohesion is 
created – a cohesion of thought 
and action. This might mean that 
opportunities are created for the 
kids and young people, parents 
and others to come together 
regularly in worship and in 
fellowship, such as over a lunch. 
It would be a little more 
structured than just drinking tea 
after the service. 

"In an active parish it is 
important to understand that very 
often things can happen in their 
own little corner and it is easy to 

let each have its own without 
there being a core sense of 
belonging that is beyond just a 
particular ministry. There must 
be a sense of getting to know 
one another as part of the body 
so that everyone understands 
what each part is doing and why 
it is happening. " 

Paul's own experience 

as one of the driving forces 
behind the Diocesan Lenten 
course of a few years ago, called 
People of the Way, underlines 
the importance of integrating 
actions with learning and 
preaching. 
 Paul has been involved in 
many areas of ministry over the 
past 35 years, some of the most 
significant of which have been:  
 

Social justice – St Paul's 
statement that "if one part of the 
body suffers then the whole 
body suffers", reflects a 
foundational part of his 
theological perspective. 

 

Human sexuality – 
Because it is a deeply intimate 
and delicate part of people's 
lives, this has the potential not 
only to be the source of joy and 
wonder, but also an arena of 
pain, guilt, confusion and 
dysfunction. Helping people live 
healthy and holy sexual lives 
presents an overwhelming 
pastoral and theological 
challenge to the church.  

Paul has been involved in 
seeking to develop coherent and 
effective responses to this 
challenge since the early 1980s 
in research and pastoral work, 
including being a member of the 
World Council of Churches 

commission on human sexuality 
for six years. 

 

Gender – Paul says that a 
fundamental part of the struggle 
for social justice is against the 
patriarchal domination of women 
in society and the church, 
something that has shaped his life 
and ministry in significant ways. 

 

Young people - Having 
worked in universities for some 
35 years before going into parish 
ministry, Paul brings a sustained 
involvement and concern, and 
understanding and deep 
appreciation, of the lives of 
young people. 

 

Teaching and preac-
hing - As a priest who finds 
great joy in teaching, Paul comes 
alive and is energised when he is 
communicating with groups of 
people and finds it pleasing that 
many appreciate and affirm his 
contribution as a communicator, 
preacher and teacher. 

 Ever thoughtful, Paul says 
that at the heart of his theology is 
a deep experience of the 
unconditional love of God. 

"I believe that this radical 
love calls us to nurture our 
congregations to be communities 
of radical inclusivity in which all 
people, regardless, can come to 
discover a deep belonging in God 
and in community." 

He was ordained as a deacon 
in 1989, and as a priest in 1993, 
by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
while on the staff of the Church 
of the Intercession in Harlem, 
New York. He lives in Melville, 
where he will continue to stay 
once he assumes his appointment 
(the St Francis Rectory has been 
let as a result).  

He has two daughters, 
Rachel (16) and Emily (13) who 
attend Roedean and who both 
went through Parkview Primary. 
Paul knows the Parkview area 
well, having lived on Westmeath 
and on the Parkview side of 
Westcliff Drive at various times. 

“He is committed to a deep relational theology 

which ensures that relationships between 

people, who have to be encouraged to be 

involved in the life of the parish, can be lived 

out in practice in a cohesive manner”. 
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A large parish in Florida, USA, 
has a flair for the dramatic. One 
Pentecost, the rector devised a 
particularly dramatic way to 
illustrate the coming of the Holy 
Spirit like wind. He mounted an 
airplane propeller attached to a 
big gasoline engine in the choir 
loft high in the back of the 
church. His plan was that the 
wind from the propeller would 
blow across the congregation 
when the story of the Spirit was 
read.  

When the moment arrived, 
and the reader said, “And 
suddenly from heaven, there 
came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind and it filled the 
entire house”, the engine howled 
into life. But its effect was not 
quite as planned. The sudden 
gust of wind sent sheet music 
and pew leaflets flying, hair 
styles came apart, the preacher’s 
sermon notes blew away, and a 
hair piece flew towards the altar 
like an uncontrolled missile. 
Everything was messy, noisy and 
absolutely unpredictable. 

And that’s just how it is 
with the Spirit. 

God just won’t stay put. 
Throughout the ages, humankind 
has tried to capture God, or 
explain God by doing strange 
and amazing things, like 
installing a propeller into the 
choir loft. When Jesus came into 
the world, our understanding was 
challenged yet again.  

But a central truth of 
Pentecost is that God cannot be a 

possession. Put another way, we 
could say that we never possess 
God – instead, God possesses 
us. Whatever walls we build, 
whatever boundaries we set, 
whatever rules we make, or 
whatever understanding we 
come to, God is always outside 
our imposed limits. 

The word “spirit” doesn’t 
refer to some sort of ghost or 
non-material power, but to the 
presence of God in life which 
cannot be captured or defined. 

The Acts story of Pentecost 
makes it clear the purpose of 
the gift of the Holy Spirit: to 
transform the disciples so that 
they can witness to the good 
news of Jesus. Peter had been 
frightened and locked up in the 
inner room. Once he is filled 
with the Spirit, he has the 
courage to stand up and defend 
his fellow disciples and preach 
a sermon de-
claring the 
truth about 
Jesus.  

He wants 
to share the 
message and 
bring as many 
people as he 
possibly can to 
experience the 
truth of what 
God is offer-
ing: a new 
relationship of 
love through 
faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

This life-
changing work 
of the Spirit is 
not confined to 
the experience 
of Peter and 
the first dis-
ciples. It has 

been going on for a long time. 
We are challenged to be aware of 
the work of the Spirit in our 
world and society. Do we not 
acknowledge that it was the work 
of the Spirit encouraging the 
world through the church to do 
away with slavery, for example? 
In the same way, the Spirit 
moved in the church and called 
for a change with regard to the 
ministry of women.  

What is the Spirit saying to 
the churches today about other 
issues such as race, sexual 
orientation, sexual violence, the 
ongoing stigmatisation of people 
with HIV/AIDS? About our 
ministry to the poor, the elderly, 
young people, and the 
environment? 

If each one of us attempts to 
embrace the life-changing power 
of the Spirit, then many of our 
priorities will change the church 
and society will be transformed. 

May the fire of Pentecost 
enter your hearts and the joy that 
Peter experienced inspire you to 
boldly proclaim and live out the 
gospel in this place and time. 

May the fire of the 

Spirit be in your hearts 
Canon Cynthia Botha was 
honoured to preach the sermon at 
the consecration of the new 
Bishop of Pretoria in May. Here 
is an edited version of her 
sermon. 

Canon Cynthia Botha pictured next to the new Bishop of 

Pretoria Allen Kannemeyer.  
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The successful completion of the 
2016 St Francis Golf Day was the 
result of sustained and intense 
hard work behind the scenes by a 
small band of dedicated 
parishioners. 

The Golf Day, which is the 
major fundraising event of the 
parish to bolster our work 
amongst the poor and needy, took 
place in bright sunshine and with 
an almost full field.  

The organising committee, 
comprising Leone Jooste, Mymie 
Vos, Ruth Coggin, Keith Ballard 
and Theo Coggin, was ably 
supported by parishioners who 
came forward to the run-up to the 
day, with suggestions of those 
who would be willing to 

participate in either four-balls or 
sponsorships. 

Helpers on the day of the 
tournament made their usual 
bright and cheerful impact as the 
golfers arrived at regular 
intervals to sign on for a 
relaxing time at the Parkview 
Golf Club. They included 
Cherry Owens, Lynda 
Swinbourn, youth pastor Yvette 
Angoma and members of the 
organising committee. 

The new champions 
(pictured below) who emerged 
at this year’s Golf Day was a 3-
ball team of Puben Moodley 
(below left),  Yogan Naidu 
(middle) and Clive Heydenrych 
(below right), sponsored by 

Nedbank.  
Runners-up were Richard 

Clarke, Dave Robertson, Roy 
Fury and Tony Bailey while the 
team of Paolo Caprio, Tony 
Delport, Robby Falkoner and 
Marvin Brandt were placed 
third. 

Intense hard work makes 

for another successful St 

Francis Golf Day 
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their ballroom skills. 
A light meal will be served, 

but the audience is asked to 
bring their own drinks. 

 
Entrance is free, but 

donations towards the outreach 
ministry of St Francis will be 
gratefully accepted. 

“This a departure from our 
usual programme of sacred 
music, and we hope our 
audience will enjoy the 
programme of light music from 
the choir, as well as a few fun 
small group items,” according to 
St Francis’ Music Director, Ruth 
Coggin. 

Although entrance is free, 
booking is essential for catering 
purposes. Please call Ruth on 
082-903-5819 or email 
ruth@quo-vadis.co.za to let her 
know that you’ll be attending. 

Tap your feet to favourites from 
the musicals and join in some sing
-alongs, with the added bonus of a 
dancing demonstration by a 
professional studio. 

That’s the latest programme 
by the St Francis Singers, to be 
presented at St Francis Anglican 
Church, 46 Tyrone Avenue, 
Parkview, at 6.00 pm on Saturday 
20 August 2015. It follows a 
similar presentation in August last 
year that was well attended and 
enjoyed. 

Popular songs such as “I feel 
pretty”, from West Side Story, 
“Oklahoma” from the musical 
Oklahoma, and “I’m on the top of 
the world” will be sung by the 
choir, while the audience will be 
invited to join in some sing-
alongs. 

In addition, professional 
dancers from Dancemore Studio 
will be giving a demonstration of 

St Francis 

musical 

minstrels 

to 

entertain 

in August 

 Prizes were presented by 
our assistant priest, Canon 

Cynthia Botha. 
 

Above Left: The team who came in 

Second, Richard Clarke, Dave 

Robertson, Roy Fury and Tony Bailey  

Above right: Yogan Naidu receives a 

prize for the longest drive.                          

Left: Third prize winners, Paolo Caprio, 

Tony Delport, Robby Falkoner and 

Marvin Brandt                                    
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This year’s Easter Day service was a particularly 
special occasion for Jonathan Stead, as he 
celebrated the 40th year of his calling to the lay 
ministry.  

 To mark the occasion, the parish and children 
of Rock n’ Roll made a presentation to him (above 
left) during the service, while members of the 
clergy and his fellow lay ministers prayed for him 
(above right).  During the Pentecost service in 

Jonathan Stead Celebrates 40 years in Ministry 

May, the parish again prayed for Jonathan before 
he left for a six-month sabbatical in England. He is 
spending time in Bath “reflecting, reading 
travelling and generally smelling the roses!”, 
according to his Facebook. 

South Africa 
needs a strong 
and well-
organised civil 
society, one that 
will take a stand 

in the face of the many challenges facing the 
country.  

This was said in an address by John Matisonn 
(pictured above), author of God, Spies and Lies, 
when he spoke at the latest meeting of ParkViews, 
held at St Francis Anglican Church in Parkview on 
Thursday, 14 April.  Speaking to a packed hall, 
Matisonn recalled the days of the United 
Democratic Front in the 1980s, which was 
instrumental in ensuring civil society was united in 
the long hard struggle to bring down apartheid.  

It was again essential for a united civil society 
movement to bring its influence to bear, and he 
expressed disappointment that attempts so far had 
been limited.  “Attempts by organisations to come 
together so far have been half baked, and we need 

more leadership to reinforce the movement for civil 
society.” That, he said, was the best option for 
change in South Africa. 

Matisonn pointed out that there had been three 
successes by civil society if one applied a broad 
definition to it. These were: 
 the student “fees must fall” protests; 
 Nenegate – the outcry across the entire South 

African socio-political and economic 
spectrum at the shock firing of former 
minister of finance, Mr Nhlanhla Nene; and 

 Actions by the judiciary, including the finding 
by the Constitutional Court in the Nklandla 
matter. Matisonn reminded his audience that 
as recently as last year the government had 
been attacking the judiciary. 

Matisonn said it was debatable as to whether 
Jacob Zuma would resign, but his own thinking was 
that this would happen this year – although, he 
added, “I may be wrong”. 

“But whether he falls or not, it is time for civil 
society to take a stand.” He added that this may 

Strong civil society 

needed in SA 
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We welcome the 

little ones 

Jonathan Stead sends us greeting from Bath 
Recently we said good-bye to Jonathan as he left on 
an adventure, a sabbatical which he hoped and 
planned would be based in Bath, England. He 
writes:  

‘Dear friends and family   
 
This is my first message to many of you!  

Yes, if you thought life in SA was chaotic 
then the UK has been as hectic. This time last week 
the polls were closing in the referendum, and now 
the PM has resigned, the Labour leader has been 
coup-ed and the country is in shock over the OUT 
vote.  

On a personal level I have been blessed with 
caring and generous friends here who have given 
me hospitality and lent me practical and moral 
support. After pounding the pavements for two 
weeks trying to find a flat (I have lost two kgs 
already!) I found the perfect one. It is central, newly 
refurbished and now furnished, thanks to my 
friends. Life here is gentle and just what I was 
looking for.  

St Francis welcomed five new members to the 
Body of Christ through two baptism services. 

 On Sunday 3 April, three children were 
welcomed - Jack Thomas Waterston, William 
Robert Waterston and Georgia Jean Creese. 

 On Sunday 22 May, Rory Sebastian 
Grainger and Matthew Wad Nelson were baptised. 

 The parish says “welcome” to these little 
ones and reaffirms its commitment to helping their 
parents bring 
them up 
knowing the 
love and 
acceptance of 
Christ. 

Pictured  
right is Lorna 
Creese with 
Georgia Jean at 
her baptism.  

I am still settling in and sorting out all the 
logistics so have not been exploring the city much. 
However the beauty of the architecture and public 
parks are with you all the time.  

People are friendly but reserved and it will 
take time to get accepted. I have joined the Abbey 
and the Museum (wonderful group of volunteers 
and keen to get me involved). I am going to a 
Men’s Fellowship group on Saturday, so I hope to 
make some new contacts.  

You will all laugh, but for the last two days 
I have been on domestic duty – cleaning the 
bathroom, doing the washing and ironing!  

There is wonderful music and art here and I 
am loving being able to walk down to all the events.  

These are some first ramblings, and I am so 
grateful for your prayers and thoughts as I start this 
exciting adventure.  

 

Love and greetings from this quietly bubbling 
Bath.  

Jonathan’ 

even have to involve business.  
Matisonn conceded that Zuma still had a 

strong power base, but there was evidence that 
many were now working against it in the ANC 
and that pressures were increasing. 
 God, Spies and Lies, by John Matisonn, is a 
riveting account of the “inside story” of the 
tumultuous apartheid years, written from the 
perspective of a well-connected and highly-
regarded political and foreign correspondent.  
 By spelling out an “unvarnished” 
examination of the past, Matisonn also pinpoints 
the roots of some of the important challenges 
facing post-apartheid South Africa, and suggests 
practical ways for South Africans to dig 
themselves out of the holes in which they find 
themselves.  
 Copies of the book are available from Theo 

Coggin at R310 each 

A full Frank Clark hall at the April ParkViews  
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Money at Work 
that this can be used to draw up 
the Church’s budget. 

According to the amounts 
pledged, the Church is then able 
to plan its activities for the year, 
and pay for fixed expenses and 
unusual items. Dedicated Giving 
was budgeted at R625,000 for the 
first five months of this year, but 
only just over R500,000 has been 
received. 

Of course there may be 
many reasons for this.  

Perhaps you pay annually, 
and will pay at a later stage; or 
your May amount will be paid 
early in June; or you have had a 
few urgent un-budgeted costs 
which mean you are a bit behind.  

But please remember that 
the Church is counting on you, 
and has budgeted to receive what 
you have promised. 

Collections at services, 
fundraising and donations and so 

church as a budget item. Ideally, 
and biblically, the proportion of 
income decided upon for giving 
to the church should be 10%. 

Having made a decision 
as to the figure that they will 
give, parishioners should then 
advise the church’s financial 
management of their decision. 
This is done by the completion 
of a form promising to give the 
decided-upon amount, either 
monthly or annually. However, 
there is a requirement 
(Provincial and Diocesan) that 
this information must be 
completely confidential with 
regard to which person gives 
what amount, and therefore only 
one individual has this 
information, the Dedicated 
Giving Recorder. She provides 
global information of the 
amounts that have been pledged 
to the Finance Committee so 

By Susan Alexander 

We have recently enjoyed a 
series of three sermons from 
Maria with the general title God 
and Money. In many ways these 
were eye-openers, and 
encouraged us to throw away or 
at least rethink such sloppy 
slogans as ‘Religion and Finance 
don’t mix’, or ‘the Church is 
always asking for money’. 

Maria informed us that 
the large number of non-mainline 
churches do exactly that – have a 
talk regarding the need for money 
at every single service, and then 
pass round the collection plate. 
This comes before, and is not 
associated with any religious 
teaching that may be offered. 
How very distasteful and 
unAnglican we would feel this to 
be! Yet, for those churches, it 
works. Their properties are 
immaculate, their seating is 
comfortable and their halls of 
worship are warm. 

To help us plan properly, 
the parish has the system of 
Dedicated Giving.  

The idea is that parish 
members, working out the budget 
plan that suits their income and 
necessary expenses each year, 
should include giving to the 
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the hungry. As with anything 
where people get together, this 
too is companionable work. 

Once a week the Knitting 
Circle occupies the Assisi Room. 
The aim is to make baby clothes 
which are distributed by the Baby 
Box project, but the effect is a 
happy time of conversation – 
mostly trivial but sometimes it 
works out to be of great value to 
the members. 

Once a month there is a 
Creative afternoon, which anyone 
who enjoys arts and crafts in any 
form can come and join in – 
maybe learn something, or just 
get on with your own projects. 

Under the various 
Portfolios of the Parish Council 
all the worship and work of the 
Parish is co-ordinated and we 
look to our Finance Committee to 
provide the necessary means to 
do it all – from your dedicated 
giving and the other income we 
receive. Money at work!  

abounds. Our music group 
meets weekly and enjoys 
singing and being together and 
preparing for concerts, special 
services and events. 

Many events are 
organized, such as concerts and 
meals and picnics and the Golf 
Day – partly to pay for our 
Outreach, but also to provide 
opportunities for service and 
fellowship, and they are fun for 
all who get involved. 

At present we are 
serving soup every weekday 
afternoon to those who come for 
it, hungry and cold. This is not 
only service, but also 
fellowship, and while we have 
carefully prepared a working 
roster for those who make and 
serve the soup, anyone can 
come along and enjoy the event 
and assist. It is good to know 
what happens. 

Sandwiches are prepared 
on a Sunday and a Monday, for 
daily distribution at 12 noon to 

on are ABOVE the amounts 
budgeted. This is very exciting, 
and I believe it shows an 
awareness among us of what is 
going on in the church – a greater 
participation in activities and a 
growing concern among 
parishioners for the community 
life that belonging to St Francis 
gives us. 

For myself, there are so 
many things I love about St 
Francis, and enjoy being part of – 
not only the worship, so 
beautifully different and so 
differently inspiring at the two 
morning services, and so 
musically uplifting at the 
quarterly Evensong – but many 
others as well. 

There are the weekday 
services, each with its own small 
community learning and sharing 
together; and on the first 
Wednesday of every month, there 
is a splendid tea after the service, 
where everyone is welcome, and 
much friendly conversation 
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St Francis joins in ecumenical welcome of  

new St Columba’s minister 

represented by the JSA 

Churches and was for me very 

interesting.  The service of 

induction is very different to the 

Anglican rite and included a 

report read out of the process 

followed in selecting Alistair – 

Theo and Cynthia with new minister of St Columba’s Alistair Anquetil 

which included the note that he 

had visited the church and 

preached before he was accepted! 

look forward to working with 

Alistair in this community.” 

Remembrance flowers make for an even brighter Easter 

Clergy and laity from several 

denominations – including Revd 

Canon Cynthia Botha from St 

Francis and Church Warden Theo 

Coggin – gathered at St 

Columba’s Presbyterian Church 

in Lurgan Road to join the 

induction of the church’s new 

minister, Revd Alistair Anquetil 

in early July. Others from various 

churches included Revd Peter 

Witbooi from St John’s 

Ecumenical Church in Parkmore, 

and Revd James Baker of St 

Francis Methodist Church, Forest 

Town.  

Commenting on the 

service, Canon Cynthia Botha 

said: “The service was well 

Traditionally, the church marks 

the 40 days of Lent and the 

dramatic events of Good Friday 

in a sombre manner. In particular, 

there are no flowers decorating 

the altar during this time. 

All this changes on Easter 

morning, when church goers are 

greeted with a profusion of 

beautifully arranged flowers in 

bright colours that perfectly set 

the tone for a joyous celebration. 

This year was no 

exception, parishioners were 

invited to bring white flowers in 

memory of someone special who 

has died. They were invited to 

insert their flowers into the shape 

of a cross at they came up for the 

Eucharist (pictured left). 

This is a way of 

celebrating our faith that our 

loved ones live in through the 

resurrection of Christ on Easter 

Day. It’s the first time in recent 

memory that St Francis has done 

this, and the practice was 

welcomed by parishioners. 

 

 Our thanks to Rev Dr Maria 

Frahm-Arp who organised 

the cross and supplied 
additional flowers. 
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By Susan Alexander 

This winter our soup kitchen has 
attracted attention not only from 
the hungry but also from people 
wanting to help. Young people 
doing community service have 
joined the other helpers, and there 
has been good inter-action within 
the various groups. 

Our customers have been 
appreciative of the various extra 
ingredients that have been 
provided by soup makers, or 
donated to enhance the flavour 
and nutrition of the soup: items 
such as tins of beans and 
chakalaka and – the most popular 
addition – chillies! 
As it seemed that we were getting 
more takers for our soup than in 
previous years, it was decided to 
keep some statistics. We only 
began to do this at the end of 
May, so it does not cover the 
whole period, but it does show 
some interesting trends. On 

Tuesday 12 July, the day I am 
writing this, they served soup 
and bread to 26 people, and had 
to turn some away because the 
soup was finished. 
That our soup kitchen is a real 
service, helping to keep people 
from starvation, is clear. It also 

gives a heart-warming satisfaction 
to those who serve, and who have 
the opportunity to get to know 
those who are less privileged and 
share their humanity.  

Nearly 500 mouths fed in just over one month by 

your love and support 

Our pictures on the two pages are a reflection of St Francis Parish’s care 

for those in need. 



 

15 

 August 2016 

Susan Alexander Notes: 

1.  The helpers serving soup on Thursdays did not fill in the stats form every week, so I have just used 

10 (in italics) when there was no figure.  

2. On Friday 10 June, no one was available to let the cooks into the kitchen, so only bread was handed 

out - hence the small number. However, Friday is usually the quietist day – this was noticed in 

previous years. 

3. The first day of the month fewer people come – apparently because grants are paid out that day. 

4. Tuesdays are always high – I thought the soup was extra special, or the servers extra nice, but 

apparently it is because people come into the area for the Operation Relief day on Wednesday, and 

sleep somewhere to be there early.  

Day 30/5 to 
3/6 

6/6 to 
10/6 

13/6 to 
17/6 

20/6 to 
24/6 

27/6 to 
1/7 

4/7 to 
8/7 

TOTAL 

Monday 18 19 11 12 18 14 92 

Tuesday 22 25 24 24 25 24 144 

Wednesday 10 21 19 14 17 18 99 

Thursday 10 10 10 10 10 13 63 

Friday 11 6* 17 19 7 11 71 

TOTAL 71 81 81 79 77 80 469 
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 Provide back-up to help 

Eskom during peak 

periods. 

 Be able to finish a service 

or youth group meeting, 

even during load 

shedding, power outage, 

etc. 

 Peter has estimated the 

size of the installation needed to 

meet these requirements; and he 

has developed a number of 

innovative suggestions for 

financing such a project. 

This matter is with the 

Church Council; so parishioners 

are urged to make their views 

known. We do not want to 

decide one way or the other and 

find, after the event, that 

parishioners did not feel 

adequately involved in the 

decision making process. 

 

Eco news headlines: 

 Fracking: Rhino Oil 

and Gas Exploration, the South 

Africa operation of Texas-based 

oil company, Rhino Resources, 

has lodged an application with 

By Mike Honnet 

We don’t need any more 

scientific evidence. We are 

experiencing climate change now 

and we need immediate action. 

Part of the responsibility 

of the Eco Group at St. Francis is 

to record the actions we take in 

actively caring for God’s 

creation; the ways in which we 

are walking the talk; not just 

talking it. 

We have spoken before 

about ecological degradation, 

diminishing fish stocks, food 

insecurity and burgeoning 

population growth. We have 

spoken about our carbon 

footprint, about reducing, re-

using and recycling, saving water, 

using less electricity…. We have 

spoken and spoken and spoken; 

but what have we done? Yvette’s 

recent sermon on environmental 

activism was an inspiration – and 

a call to action. 

 

St. Francis Church eco 

matters: 

 The big eco-news at 

St. Francis at present is Peter 

Middleton’s research into solar 

photovoltaic energy. 

 

Our aim is to:  

 Demonstrate our Christian 

commitment to the 

environment.  

 Save on the consumption of 

fossil fuels, reduce carbon 

emissions and cost. 

the Petroleum Agency South 

Africa to explore for oil and gas 

on farms covering 1.5 million 

hectares in KwaZulu Natal. 

 Climate change: Our 

Minister of Environmental 

Affairs met with the Vice 

President of the European 

Commission for the Energy 

Union in Johannesburg to 

discuss cooperation on climate 

change and action to address 

climate change challenges. 

 Clean energy: See 

how solar photovoltaics 

dominate the rapidly-growing 

renewable energy sector. Nature 

magazine’s 2015 data can be 

viewed on the following link: 

 http://www.nature.com/

polopoly_fs/7.36986.1465380529!/

image/nature-trendwatch-16-june-

2016-NEW1.png_gen/derivatives/

landscape_630/nature-trendwatch-

16-june-2016-NEW1.png  

‘Treat the Earth well: it was 

not given to you by your 

parents, it was loaned to you by 

your children.’ - Native 

American Ancient Proverb 

CARING FOR OUR WORLD IS AN ONGOING CALL TO ACTION 

http://www.nature.com/polopoly_fs/7.36986.1465380529!/image/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png_gen/derivatives/landscape_630/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png
http://www.nature.com/polopoly_fs/7.36986.1465380529!/image/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png_gen/derivatives/landscape_630/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png
http://www.nature.com/polopoly_fs/7.36986.1465380529!/image/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png_gen/derivatives/landscape_630/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png
http://www.nature.com/polopoly_fs/7.36986.1465380529!/image/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png_gen/derivatives/landscape_630/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png
http://www.nature.com/polopoly_fs/7.36986.1465380529!/image/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png_gen/derivatives/landscape_630/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png
http://www.nature.com/polopoly_fs/7.36986.1465380529!/image/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png_gen/derivatives/landscape_630/nature-trendwatch-16-june-2016-NEW1.png
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ROCK & ROLL 
This year has been a wonderful, fun and eventful year. We had 

some new teachers join us and have some old teachers return. 

We are very lucky to have such wonderful, creative and dedicated 

teachers who give their time and their energy to run Rock&Roll. 

 We have undergone some rebranding for our different youth 

groups.  

 For junior youth the name is now SPARK which stands for 

Super Powerful Anointed Righteous Kids.  

 The senior youth is now called FIRE which stands for Friends 

in Religious Education.  

SPARK 

We have a steady and regular group that meet on a Friday night. Quite a 

few of this group will be moving up to Fire next year. The group meets 

on a Friday afternoon from 16.00 to 18.00; it is from Grade 3 to Grade5. 

YOUTH 
FIRE 

The group had grown this year and it has been wonderful to watch 

individuals change and mature. Our aim for 2015 was to do more 

outreach, and to see the world from a different perspective. 

We attended and helped with the Just Footprints camp earlier this 

year. It was a wonderful experience and most of the group jumped right 

in to help out where they could. 

We also ran a drive for animal food to go to one of the SPCAs. 

This was well received from the community. A big thank you to all 

those who have donated. 

Friday nights is a time for fellowship. The group has grown closer, 

and they enjoy seeing one another on a Friday night. This has also 

helped the discussions that happen on a Sunday morning, as they are 

more comfortable with one another, and they open up a lot more during 

discussions. Friday night Fire is 

from 18.00 to 20.00 and is for Grade 6 to Grade12. 

 

 On 27 May 2016, the youth enjoyed a 1920’s murder 

mystery dress up party where the kids went all out as 

depicted in the pictures on this page 
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Electronic communication grows apace 
The research carried out towards the end of last 
year and in the first part of this year has now been 
collated and has provided a number of pointers that 
will be used in our efforts to communicate more 
effectively in the parish. 

Unsurprisingly, the research showed that 
parishioners come from all parts of the greater 
Johannesburg area. While the highest number of the 
86 respondents – 15 – said they lived in Parkview, 
an analysis of the return showed that parishioners 
come from 34 different suburbs. 

They range from Florida in the west to 
Observatory in the east. 

Communication most frequently read at 
present include the pew leaflet, the Franciscan and 
e-Franciscan and SMSes. Since respondents came 

only from those who attend services, the research 
was not able to identify which forms of 
communication are most read by parishioners as a 
whole. 

Parishioners are steadily turning towards 
electronic forms of communication, with email and 
SMSes rated highly at the time of the survey.  

The survey showed that, among parishioners, a 
limited number use the Facebook page, even though 
interaction on the Facebook page shows that it 
reaches a large number of followers beyond the 
parish. 

A challenge remains for the parish to use social 
media platforms proficiently in its Christian 

outreach. 
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Pew leaflet at 

31% 
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Music is often combined 
with other art-forms – dance for 
example. Young children, if left 
unrestrained, will respond to 
music with body movements; 
this can be the basis for an 
appreciation of music in later 
life. 

Concert halls impose a 
formality and a restraint on 
audiences, and in many ways 
this restricts our response to the 
music being performed. It is also 
important that as individuals, 
and as families and 
communities, we should play 
music, as well as listening to it.  

built upon in later life. She also 
asked, ‘Is the concert hall a 
dying space? 

Music ‘is the most potent of 
all the arts’. To back this claim 
Sue offered a series of 
quotations from an impressive 
range of sources, including 
Plato, Martin Luther, Victor 
Hugo, Erasmus Darwin and 
Napoleon.  

Shakespeare’s The 
Merchant of Venice gave us 
Lorenzo’s words: ‘The man that 
hath no music in himself … Is 
fit for treasons, stratagems, and 
spoils … Let no such man be 
trusted’ (V. 1. 83–88).  

Sue questioned whether 
music should be regarded as 
elitist, and she stressed the 
importance of an individual and 
personal response to music. She 
also noted that while we often 
admire particular performances, 
it is the voice of the composer 
that is more significant: ‘The 
composer speaks at a much 
deeper level’. 

Is music elitist? 

speaker asks 

By Mike Williams 

The June ‘ParkViews’ speaker 
was Sue Cock. Her topic was 
‘Music for Life’. Sue was 
educated in Zimbabwe and at 
UCT, and has spent many years 
involved in music education, and 
her final teaching post was at St 
Mary’s School in Waverley 
where she was Director of Music.  
 She is the founder of the 
chamber choir inVerse. Currently 
she is Music Manager of Classic 
FM.  

In her presentation Sue spoke 
about the importance and power 
of music in society, and how this 
is steadily being eroded in the 
twenty-first century. In that 
context, she examined the value 
of music in children's lives, and 
how that value is maintained and 
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 8 September: Anthony Turton’s topic will be ‘The state of Water in South Africa’  

Buddhists. Although the caste 
system was made illegal after 
independence it still exists in 
reality. People are still identified 
through caste by name, 
community status, familial 
lineage, schooling, skin colour, 
and so on.   

  Dilip was very critical of 
Gandhi as a social reformer, and 
argued that he was a political 
conservative who supported the 
caste system as a means of 
preserving stability and order. 
Gandhi’s activism in South 
Africa was based on Indians 
receiving racist treatment but 
still seeing blacks as inferior to 
Indians.  

including the Upanishads, and 
the Kushan Empire, from the 
2nd century BCE to the 3rd 
century CE, which included a 
large part of Central Asia.  

Much later, the Mughal 
Empire created the first 
centralized government; this 
was followed by the British 
Empire, from the late 18th 
century until independence in 
1947. After that the Indian 
National Congress took power. 
The two main left-wing socialist 
parties, both of which fight 
against inequality. 

More than 80 percent of the 
population is Hindu, with almost 
14 percent Islam, and the rest 
include Christians, Sikhs and 

By Liz Delmont 

Dilip Menon spoke on ‘A 
History of India in 10 1/2 
chapters’ at the May 
‘ParkViews’. Dilip holds the 
Mellon Chair in Indian Studies 
and is Director Centre for 
Indian Studies in Africa at 
Wits. 

As Dilip noted, his talk 
was covering 5000 years of 
Indian history in 45 minutes. 
Some important eras include 
the Indus Valley Civilization 
which dates as far back as 3000 
BCE, the Vedic Civilization 
(1700 – 1100 BCE), with 
Vedic and early Hindu texts – 

Forthcoming 

ParkViews      

Speaking of Civilisation... 
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Melissa Malgas is our 
chairperson and writes 
stories for The 
Franciscan.  
 
Theo Coggin provides 
copy for The 
Franciscan and e-
Franciscan and serves 
as editorial consultant 
for the magazine. 
 
Terri Miller does the 
layout of the weekly e-
Franciscan and the 
quarterly Franciscan, 

and is also one of our intrepid 
reporters who provide copy for 
it.  

 
Mike Honnet is our  

research specialist and our link to 
the Ecogroup of the parish. 

 
Ruth Coggin is the media 

liaison person and submits copy 
to newspapers and radio for 
publication. She is also the layout 
consultant for The Franciscan. 

 
As Editor of the Franciscan, 

Mike Williams checks that our  
material is properly edited and 
correctly follows the rules of 
English grammar. 

 
Nelisa Furisa who br ings a 

wealth of industry knowledge 
and expertise to the group. 

 
Chad Miller will be 

looking after the website. 
 
Canon Cynthia Botha is 

also a member of the cluster and 
brings her experience on the 
Provincial publications com-
mittee. 

 
 

 
Francis. This draws in people 
from all walks of life, ensuring 
that the St Francis message is 
communicated far and wide.  

Communication is basic to 
the Gospel. Were it not for the 
early writers who remembered 
and recorded the words and 
actions of Jesus Christ during 
his ministry on earth, the 
Christian Church would simply 
not exist today. 

Malcolm Muggeridge was a 
journalist, author, media per-
sonality and satirist. An atheist 
for most of his life, he became a 
Christian in the late 1960s. In 
his book, “Christ and the 
media”, he writes: “It is not only 
to perform his wonders, but also 
to reveal his ironies that God 
moves in a mysterious way.  

 It could not possibly be 
the case the something men 
have invented, like the media, 
could never be serviceable to 
God.  

 If he put into his creatures 
gifts which enabled them to 
send words gyrating round the 
earth and through the 
stratosphere, then somehow and 
some time, this must serve his 
purposes.” 

The communication cluster 
meets every first Tuesday of the 
month.   

Its members and their 
responsibilities are: 

By Ruth Coggin 

The cluster enables the 
parish to communicate about 
itself and its activities to 
both parish members and the 
wider public through 
traditional and new forms of 
media. 

The Franciscan is a 
quarterly publication that 
features past and upcoming 
activities as well as thought-
provoking articles. Various 
writers contribute to its 
pages. The Franciscan is 
avail-able both electronically and 
in print. 

The pew leaflet, produced 
weekly, is a vital source of 
information. It gives details of 
worship services, activities du-
ring the upcoming week, advance 
notices, and various prayer 
requests. The pew leaflet is soon 
to undergo a revamp to make it 
more colourful and attractive. 

The weekly e-newsletter is 
another communication tool, sent 
out by email parish members 
most Fridays, that helps keep 
members informed about what is 
happening. 

  Our Facebook site, 
www.facebook.com/
stfrancisevents is one of the new 
ways in which we are reaching 
out to people in the parish and 
beyond. Become a friend today! 

Our website, 
www.stfrancisparkview.com, is 
yet another way in which we use 
modern media to communicate 
our message. Visit our website to 
keep updated with the latest 
postings to the website. 

Knowing who you are and 
where to contact you is fun-
damentally important to com-
munication. We have developed a 
customised electronic parish roll 
that will help us keep in touch 
with you, and you with us 
through telephone, email, and 
SMSes. 

Editorial coverage in 
newspapers and on the radio is 
organised when there are 
newsworthy happenings at St  

 

MINISTRIES 

urged to draw on pool of 

COMMUNICTION  

SKILLS 

For all Communications 

Queries please visit:  

www.stfrancisparkview.com  

http://www.facebook.com/stfrancisevents
http://www.facebook.com/stfrancisevents
http://www.stfrancisparkview.com
http://www.stfrancisparkview.com
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MARIA FRAHM-ARP 
By Theo Coggin 

Notwithstanding a career in 
academia that has progressed 
steadily in recent years, Maria 
Frahm-Arp has a profound belief 
in the local church and its witness 
in the world. 

Revd Dr Maria Frahm-Arp is 
a long-standing member of the 
staff in the Parish of St Francis of 
Assisi and is also head of the 
Department of Religious Studies 
at the University of Johannesburg.  
Since the retirement of Revd 
Timothy Gray at the end of 
November last year, Maria has 
been one of two self-supporting 
priests at St Francis who have 
filled the gap while the parish has 
awaited the appointment of a new 
rector. 

She has a strong commitment 
to the role of parish ministry and 
the place the local church has in 
society. 

"I think the continuing 
challenge that we face in the local 
church is to ensure we don't 

become an exclusive club and 
that we are a community where 
we can all feel at home. The 
Gospel stories are an acceptance 
again and again of the so-called 
outcast, whether it be the 
Parable of the Good Samaritan, 
the woman at the well, and 
many others." 

Underlining this is her 
strong belief in the Eucharist as 
central in one's faith.  

"The Eucharist provides us 
with the opportunity that even 
when we feel we have been 
broken apart, we are fed by God. 
It is in the ordinary things that 
we find God, like bread and 
wine. So we can also 'find' other 
people and community can be 
restored." 

Maria has had her own 
share of challenges in her life. 
She is frank about them. 

 
When she was 16 she 

succumbed to tick bite fever. 
Being one of the strains of the 
sickness for which tests were not 

normally done in pathology labs, 
she found herself confined to bed 
for some four years, resulting in 
delayed schooling. 

 Consistent with her 
determined personality she 
nevertheless matriculated and as 
a young woman went into 
business. Few probably know 
that she was highly successful in 
creating an enterprise called SA 
Nannies.  

But she soon became bored 
with this, sold the business and 
started studying psychology at 
Wits University. 

In that same period she 
became a lay minister at St 
Francis, and started a course in 
biblical studies. She says that 
biblical studies fascinated her, 
and her journey in faith and work 
for the church was firmly on its 
way. She started testing her 
vocation and was the first person 
to be appointed as a stipendiary 
youth pastor at St Francis. 

She reckoned she was all set 
for the fulltime ministry when a 
letter from the then bishop 
brought her up short. Simply put, 
he said she was not ready for 
priesthood because she was 
single, had no experience in a 
black area, and was too 
academic. Ever resilient, Maria 
enrolled for a Master's degree at 
Wits and, ironically – or was it 
God's sense of humour? – found 
herself lecturing New Testament 
to ordinands amongst whose 

BETTER UNDERSTANDING OUR OWN 

Maria Frahm-Arp (right) stands with fellow Assistant priest Cynthia Botha (left) and 

lay minister, Sue Jordaan (middle) handing out gifts to raffle winners of the St 

Francis golf day  
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It is clear from some recent 
research that the average number 
of people who receive 
communion each Sunday in our 
diocese has not been growing. I 
believe this is because we have 
not been adapting fast enough to 
meet the demands of the 
changing world in which we now 
live. 

About 16 years ago, after 
extensive discussion on much the 
same subject, we developed a 
diocesan vision which we 
believed was given to us by God 
to show us how we should meet 
the challenge of remaining 
relevant to the younger 
generation. 

During the past 16 years, 
no-one has argued the necessity 
of changing any part of the 
vision, yet little has been 
implemented. Where it has been 
implemented, the changes have 
generally been successful. 

But across the diocese, 
there have only been a few places 

where it has been implemented 
successfully. Most of our 
members – both clergy and laity 
– have preferred to stick to our 
traditional Anglican ways. 

I believe it is now time to 
focus on implementing God’s 
plan for us. It is our role as the 
senior diocesan leadership to 
take the initiative in 
implementing the plan. If we are 
to achieve this, we must define 
clearly the role that each of us 
must play, then all work together 
to make the vision a reality in 
the Anglican community in 
Johannesburg, supporting each 
other wherever we can, and 
holding each other accountable 
where that is required. 

I have therefore decided 
to present a plan to you and the 
rest of the diocese to make our 
vision a reality in our diocese. I 
realise that this is probably not 
the only plan, and possibly not 
even the best one, but if we all 
accept it and work together to 

implement it in our own circles of 
influence and to sell the idea to 
others, I believe that we will reach 
the goal we are collectively 
aiming at. 

The plan can be found on 
our website: http://
www.anglicanjoburg.org.za. Do 
read it and prayerfully consider 
the part that you can play in it. 

 
+ Steve 

From talkshop to workshop 

A letter from Bishop Steve Moreo 

number she had originally 
planned to be... 

So why stay with the 
Church?  

"For all its brokenness, the 
church is an exceptional way to 
access that which is life-giving 
and difficult to understand." 

Having completed her MA 
under the tutelage of Revd Paul 
Germond, whom she describes as 
probably being the most 
formative person in her spiritual 
life, she earned a scholarship to 
do a Masters in Humanitarian 
Aid at Fordham University in 
New York. (Of course, given Fr 
Paul's appointment from October 
this year, Maria will again have 
an opportunity to work with him.) 

After Fordham, Maria 
continued her studies at Warwick 
University in England where she 

earned her doctorate in 
sociology of religion.  On her 
return to South Africa she once 
more found her spiritual home 
at St Francis, becoming a self-
supporting priest during the 
rectorship of Tim Gray.   

He was another who played 
an important role in her life, 
teaching her the importance of 
walking alongside people in her 
ministry. "'Don't try to fix 
people', he said to me," she 
recalls. "The older I get, the 
more I realise the wisdom of 
these words." 

Although battling many 
setbacks with the recurring 
illness that has troubled her 
since her late teens, Maria was 
ordained a priest at a service in 
St Francis in 2012.  

By no means the least of 
Maria's ministry is the 
importance of accepting people 
as they are. In her work at the 
University of Johannesburg, 
consistent with her broad 
outlook on life, she reaches 
across the boundaries of faith.  

She lives out this 
commitment as fully as she 
can. This was well illustrated in 
her personal life when, in 
December 2007, she became 
engaged to the person who was 
to become her husband, Raj, a 
son of devout Hindu parents. 
They live happily in 
Johannesburg and Raj is a 
frequent visitor to St Francis, 
especially at special Christian 
festivals.   

http://www.anglicanjoburg.org.za
http://www.anglicanjoburg.org.za
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I think we can look to 
scripture for some ideas. The 
children of Israel were freed from 
their captivity but, as they proved 
over and over again, they were 
not ready to take over the 
Promised Land. They wandered 
for forty years around the Sinai 

desert, and have records of their 
complaints. For example:  

 In some respects, we don’t 
blame the children of Israel. But 
we also know, that if we lived 
in a desert as the Israelites did, 
then in Africa, (without the 
skills of the Khoi or the San 
peoples to help us), we, with 

our consumer outlook would 
never have survived. It is truly 
the mercy of God that we have a 
country where crops grow easily 
and the weather is kind enough 
so that we can slide into a 
subsistence way of life and still 
survive.  

But is that what God 
wants for us? Is that what the 
Struggle was for? Are we not like 
the children of Israel, still 
childish, waiting for someone to 
do things for us, or waiting for a 
boss of some sort to crack the 
whip and force us to work? Are 
we as Christians allowing the 
poor to get poorer because we are 
too lazy to speak up, and too lazy 
to use what institutions we do 
have to make things better?  

I believe we are being called 
to stand firm as adult people of 
God and claim what we have 
been given. We are a church of 
people called by God who will 
empower us to build this land so 
it becomes a place fitting for all 
our children and their children. 
All of us, previously 
disadvantaged and previously 
privileged, need to take 
responsibility for ourselves and 
for our country.  

+Steve 

is where these problems started), 
gave way, showed us that things 
can change, although it is a pity 
it takes such massive disruption 
to AD CLERUM November 
2015 do so. But it also leaves us 
with a deep disquiet. Who 
actually is in charge? Will other 

dissatisfied citizens take to the 
streets to get what they want? 
Where will it all end? Are there 
no places where voices of 
protest can be heard? Will we 
always have to cause chaos in 
our daily lives before anyone 
will listen? Does anyone care?  

I visited my hometown 
of Sannieshof. It really hit me 
between the eyes as I was 
driving in to the township. It 
was so dirty. All the plastic bags 
since the invention of plastic 
were lying around on the open 
veld as if they were decorations. 
Nothing was cared for. Streets 
that were tarred a year ago were 
washed away by rain water. 
They are in a worse situation 
than before. Clubs and taverns 
are allowed to operate near 
places of worship. Mortuaries 
are in the same buildings next to 
the food shops. 

 It looked so depressing. 
We are free, but seem to be 
chained by a culture of ‘don’t 
care’. We are not legally bullied 
by anyone, but in areas where 
the oppressor never ever came, 
we have regressed to something 
our most so-called 
unsophisticated ancestors would 
never have allowed. What is this 
all about? What has happened to 
us?  

Dear Saints 
 

What turbulent times we have 
lived through in the past two 
months! We began with that 
infamous Tweet from Dianne 
Kohler Barnard which stated 
something like the bad old days 
of P. W. Botha’s time 
weren’t so bad after all. We 
then saw the mayhem around 
the issue of fees for 
university students. In 
between the two, I visited 
my hometown of Sannieshof. 
I’ll deal with each in turn.  

Firstly, that tweet. 
How many of us, while openly 
incensed by what Dianne Kohler 
Barnard allowed to go viral, (with 
or without her knowledge) didn’t 
secretly think she had a point.  

The Apartheid govern-
ment treated us like children, but 
at least we were children who 
were provided for. Things 
worked. We mustn’t ever go back 
there, but we do regret the present 
lack of that orderliness which was 
there in the past.  

And now that we learn Ms 
Kohler Barnard has not only lost 
her job, but has also been 
expelled from the party. How 
many of our leaders, government 
and otherwise, have been guilty 
of greed, fraud and corruption of 
far greater magnitude, but are still 
living, at worst, a life of luxury 
afforded by a golden handshake, 
or are still in office drawing 
obscenely high salaries – taken, 
of course, from us, the taxpayers 
or customers?  

Most people were at least 
taken aback by the student 
protests about the fee increases at 
universities. Again, the students 
had a point, and this eruption was 
fuelled by long-term dis-
satisfaction in many areas of our 
public life, government and 
private. The fact that the 
government, (which, we believe 

The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had 

died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There 

we sat around pots of meat and ate all the 

food we wanted, but you have brought us 

out into this desert to starve this entire 

assembly to death’. Exodus 16. 3 

An edited version of Bishop Steve’s November Ad Clerum 

The Bishops Ad Clerum:  Who is  actually in charge?  
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By Cynthia Botha 

Where were you on June 16, 1976?   This question 
has been on my mind a lot as we celebrated the 
40th anniversary of the Soweto uprising in June this 
year.  It made me think of how people in the 
United States would recall where they were when 
President John Kennedy was assassinated.    Where 
were you and what were you doing? 

I was at Wits University and the student 
leaders called a general meeting on the lawn in 
front of the Great Hall and libraries and we were 
told of what was happening in Soweto. I remember 
a sense of unease, discomfort and shock. The rest 
of the lectures were cancelled for the day and we 
were all told to go home!   

I have been thinking about this event as I read 
the newspapers where various people were asked 
to recall the events of that day. With interest I read 
of the sister of Hector Peterson, the first young 
person to die that day.  Antoinette Sithole recalled 
how she recognised her brother by the shoes he 
was wearing. He wasn’t supposed to be there! I 
read with interest some facts about him – he was a 
young child who liked Bruce Lee and loved to tell 
jokes. It was the first time that I read information 
about him: all we have ever seen and know is the 
world-famous picture of him being carried by 
Mbuyisa Makhubu after he was shot. 

A friend posted on Facebook that life in the 
northern suburbs went on as usual. The nannies 
looked after the children in their care and did the 
ironing. She went to meetings, friends had their 

hair done, went shopping as usual. Life as per usual 
while our neighbours cried! 

A comment by a 702 announcer recently about 
how unreal and abnormal our world is becoming 
spoke into this for me. He recalled how the whole 
of Europe is in a frenzy about the European Soccer 
Cup, with thousands of fans travelling from their 
home countries to where the matches were being 
played.  And not too far away at an airport, 
shopping mall or similar in Baghdad, Syria, 
hundreds of lives, homes and families are being 
destroyed by suicide bombers and many are in 
mourning.  Who will tell the life-stories of those 
people – will they be recognised by the shoes they 
were wearing?  And life goes on while our 
neighbours cry! 

What is this saying to us as believers of the 
good news?  I really don’t know! Is it a call to 
deeper prayer for the world, to be more vigilant, to 
be more aware and involved, to be repentant of any 
role we have played?  Maybe it is all of the above! 

As I was finalising this reflection, we heard the 
news of twin brothers planning terrorist attacks 
being arrested in Johannesburg!  The terror is no 
longer a distant threat, but right here on our 
doorstep.  Will we still go on with life as per usual 
while our not too distant neighbours cry? 

Philippians 4:6 comes to mind – “Have no 
anxiety about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God”. Our prayers for a 
peaceful change in our country were heard before. 
Let us continue those prayers for our world. 

 

 Pastoral Letter: Where were you? 
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This year’s raffle was well supported, with 

the draw taking place on the XX of June 

after the 9:30 service. Long-standing St 

Francis parishioner, Daryl McMullen (left 

with Revd Cynthia Botha), won one of the 

consolation prizes. The main prize of a 

week’s holiday in a beautiful flat on the 

KwaZulu/Natal south coast was won by 

Mark franklin. Deanne King, headmistress 

of St Mary’s Diocesan School, won the 

second prize of an ice-making machine. 

The latter was donated by Steve Pryor.  

2016 Raffle Draw 

Winter is here, and parish members have once 

again been generous in supporting the outreach 

ministry. A blanket Sunday and a shoe Sunday 

brought many donations of these much-needed 

items, which are given to those in need by our 

social worker. A further generous gift of hand-

made blankets was made to us by the members of 

St Paul’s Anglican parish, Parkhurst (see photo). 

Apart from the peanut butter sandwiches that are 

provided at 12 noon on weekdays, St Francis also 

provides an evening soup kitchen which members 

of the parish prepare and serve. 

Winter Warmers 

Lynda Swinbourn and Amanda van Rynerveld’s Mandela Day 

blanket  


