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MAY 
Thurs 27 
April to 
Mon 1 
May 

  Young Adults' Retreat in 
Lesotho. 
Contact Paul Germond for further details. 

Fri 5 May 18:00 Newcomers Welcome Social at 
St Francis. All parishioners are 
invited to attend.  

Sun 7 07:30 
09:30 
09:00 
  

Eucharist 
Eucharist 
Eco Group Eucharist on Melville 
Koppies. 
Contact Mike Honnet for further details. 

Fri 12   Fifth Annual Golf Day at 
Parkview Golf Club.  
Please support this major fund-raising 
event. For further details please contact 
Theo Coggin, Keith Ballard, Mymie Vos, 
Nigel Carman or Motshegwa Mgeyane 

Sun 14 07:30 
09:30 

Eucharist 
Eucharist - Mothers' Union 
Service 

Sun 21   Normal services 

Thurs 25 18:00   ASCENSION DAY  
(time to be confirmed): Joint Ascension Day 
Service with our fellow members in the Jan 
Smuts Axis. This will be held this year at St 
Francis in the Forest Methodist Church, 
Forest Town 

Sun 28 18:00 Sacred Music by the St Francis 
Singers.  
The theme for this service of anthems and 
hymns is Reflections in Song and Word for 
our beloved country, South Africa.  Please 
bring your family and friends to what will be 
a moving and meaningful time together, and 
enjoy snacks and wine afterwards. 

Upcoming Events: Church Diary 

JUNE  

Sun 4 
June 

08:30 
 
12:30 - 
15:00 

PENTECOST:   
Joint Eucharist. 

The Symphonic Wind Band of 
the Johannesburg Youth 
Orchestra  

Cost is R100 pp and R50 for children younger than 
15.  

Sat 10  09:00 to 
13:00: 

Special Parish Indaba to write 
the St Francis Creed:   
In this we believe...  See separate story in this 
edition of The Franciscan for additional details. 

Sun 11  07:30 
09:30 

Eucharist 
Eucharist, including Baptisms 
and First Communion. 
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The annual vestry meeting of St 
Francis of Assisi Parish in 
Parkview heard that the Wardens 
had been delighted when the 
Bishop, the Right Revd Steve 
Moreo, had instituted the Parish’s 
new Rector, Revd Paul Germond 
on the Parish’s feast day in 
October 2016. 

The Parish had been without 
a Rector since the retirement of 
Revd Tim Gray at the end of 
November 2015.  

Reporting back to the 
Vestry, Church Wardens Cally 
Tuckey, Theo Coggin and Eddie 
Jooste said that “we as Wardens 
and many others gave a huge sigh 
of relief and offered a prayer of 
thanks when Paul arrived as 
Rector of the Parish.” 

Tribute was also paid to our 
Archdeacon, the Venerable 
Michelle Pilet, for her help, 
guidance, encouragement and 
oversight during the interregnum.  

The arrival of Paul had come 
like a breath of fresh air, with 
him bringing much energy and 
understanding of his new Parish 
to his work. 

“Paul has come in like a 
whirlwind, got to know people, 
attended many, if not all, of the 
numerous events in the Parish (at 
least once) and has embraced 
preparations for the Parish’s 90th 
anniversary celebrations.” 

During his first three 
months, he also initiated the 
Living simply so that others may 
simply live focus. 

During discussion of the 
2017 budget, it was noted that the 
question of finance remained 
critical and giving needed to 
increase if the budget was to be 
met. Theo Coggin reported that 
giving in the Parish had slowed 
down a little during the 
interregnum and that this was 

understandable in the 
circumstances. 

However, with the arrival of 
Paul, there was a new emphasis 
on giving, particularly on the 
way in which the Parish 
publicises the importance of 
dedicated giving. 

Dedicated giving is the best 
way in which the Parish can 
predict its income for the year 
and cut its coat to suit its cloth. 
It is important that those at 
present giving either through 
dedicated giving or in other 
ways prayerfully consider 
increasing their contribution to 
the Parish. 

Theo added: “There is a 
strong belief that as Franciscans 
we need to go forward in faith in 
the way that Christians have 
done since time immemorial.” 
There were many exciting 

initiatives planned for the 
coming year, including a new 
emphasis on pastoral care, new 
outreaches to young people in 
the 20- to 40-year-old age group, 
including those with young 
children, not forgetting our 
young people and those who are 
older. 

The importance was to 
establish a firm foundation so 
that the legacy that we now 
enjoy, as a result of the giving by 
those who had gone before us in 
the Parish, could continue. 

Theo said the only way that 
could happen would be for us to 
put in place a legacy now for 
young people in the Parish, 
pointing to the presence of the 
confirmation candidates sitting 
in the body of the vestry 
meeting. 

Energy and understanding meet the 

arrival of new Rector 

Paul Germond engaging with St Francis parishioner Michael Botha and assistant 

priest Cynthia Both at the Parish picnic. 
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My Dear Fellow Franciscans 
 
Our Lenten journey is over, we 
have reached our destination: 
Easter, the Resurrection of our 
Lord.  For many of us this is a 
familiar destination.  

The Easter Vigil, the lighting 
of the Easter candle, the hymns – 
“Jesus Christ is Risen Today” 
and “Thine be the glory, risen 
conquering Son” – bring to 
culmination the service that 
began on Maundy Thursday and 
continued through The 
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion 
on Good Friday.  

These three great services 
are one. The Maundy Thursday 
service begins with a greeting 
and ends in silence, the Good 
Friday service begins and ends in 
silence, the Ester Vigil begins in 
silence and eventually ends with 
the blessing and the dismissal. 

  Liturgically, the three 
services are simply one service 
extending over the three great 
days. The “Triduum”, the formal 
name given to this extended 
service, lies at the heart of the 
Christian Year.  And for many it 
lies at the heart of our experience 
of God, the culmination of our 
journey through Lent. 

Human nature being what it 
is, even the most momentous 
moments, when familiar, can lose 
their capacity to surprise, to bring 
gasps of wonder and awe.  
Rebecca Solnit, writing about 
matters secular, puts it so well: 
we have "a desire to make certain 
what is uncertain, to know what 
is unknowable, to turn the flight 
across the sky into the roast on 
the plate." 

To resist the instinct to 
domesticate God’s greatest acts 
in history takes some work.  As I 
reflected on in a recent sermon, 
recovering a childlike capacity 

for trust, simplicity and wonder 
might well be the key.  This 
Easter let us be like little 
children in awe and wonder at 
what God has done for us.   

To paraphrase Solnit, let us 
not reduce the resurrection of 
Christ to something as 
domesticated as the Easter roast 
on the plate. 

To help us understand what 
it means to be a child again we 
turn to Lewis Carroll’s Alice in 
Wonderland. The book has 
received renewed popular 
attention since Tim Burton’s 
2010 movie, and his newly 
released Through the Looking 
Glass (2016).  

Burton brings his peculiar 
imagination to bear on an 
already wondrous tale.  With 
Johnny Depp, Helena Bonham 
Carter, Anne Hathaway and the 
voices of Alan Rickman and 
Stephen Fry riotously giving 
flesh to Burton’s craziness, the 
films are a curious and weird 
retelling of Carroll’s classics.   

Unfortunately in Burton’s 
Alice in Wonderland a central 
theme of the book is lost: 
Carroll’s meditation on 
childhood.  In Alice Carroll 
explores what he sees as 
childhood’s greatest gift, “the 
capacity of wonder”, (hence 
Wonderland) which is an abiding 
sense of newness and curiosity 
rooted in an innate trust in the 
world.  

In the article ‘Alice on 
Stage’, Carroll describes Alice as 
“trustful, ready to accept the 
wildest impossibilities with all 
that utter trust that only children 
and dreamers know; and lastly, 
curious – wildly curious, and 
with the eager enjoyment of Life 
that comes only in the happy 
hours of childhood, when all is 
new and fair, and when Sin and 
Sorrow are but names – empty 
words signifying nothing!”  

Sin and Sorrow are no 
longer empty words for us.  We 
know them too well.  They are 
our constant companions.  Left 

Letter from the Rector 

Becoming an awestruck child for Easter  
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unchecked they strip us of 
wonder, of innocent, of 
simplicity, of trust.  They leave 
us cynical, hard, alone and 
without hope in this world.  

 Our rational mind and our 
emotional insecurity gut paradox 
so we strangle our capacity for 
wonder and awe.  We trade 
wonder for the plausible; 
innocence for worldliness; trust 
for self-reliance; vulnerability 
for defensiveness; sorrow for 
resentment. 

Let’s hear Jesus on this idea. 
“People were bringing little 
children to him in order that he 
might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to 
them. 14But when Jesus saw this, 

he was indignant and said to 
them, ‘Let the little children 
come to me; do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly 
I tell you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God as a 
little child will never enter 
it.’ 16And he took them up in his 
arms, laid his hands on them, 
and blessed them.” (Mark 
10:13)  

Trust, simplicity and 
wonder form the common 
ground on which the children 
and Jesus meet.  The 
unadulterated naivete of children 
is why children have a “wonder 
advantage” over the adult.  The 
child’s capacity for simple 

Pictured during the silent vigil by 

St Francis parishioners outside the 

Gupta compound in Saxonwold on 

Friday 7 April 2017 are, from left 

to right: Gilly Rice, Paul 

Germond, Patience Dlamini, Mike 

Montgomery, Sue Armstrong, 

Theo Coggin and Mavela Dlamini, 

and two others from outside the 

parish who joined the vigil. About 

40 members of the parish attended 

and stood silently with the 

approximately 600 other people 

outside the compound between 12 

noon and 1pm. The vigil 

concluded with a prayer. Father 

Paul thanked all those who 

attended the 12 hour vigil in the 

church on the day and the 

Eucharist at 7am. He said that 

Fridays will continue to be a day 

of  prayer, vigil and witness.  

wonder is infinitely greater than 
the adult’s.  The child’s grasp of 
reality must be based on intuitive 
trust; the child has no other form 
of verification.  Because the 
child trusts, her capacity for 
wondrous experience increases. 

How extraordinary it would 
be to experience this Easter, this 
Triduum, with all the “eager 
enjoyment of Life that comes 
only in the happy hours of 
childhood, when all is new and 
fair.” It would be wonder-filled, 
would it not?  Let us ask God the 
Holy Spirit to help us reawaken 
our child-heart, to cast off the 
weathered, worldly-wise heart, 
with our self-reliance and our 
disappointments.  Let us, this 
Easter, ask for the gift of simple 
wonder at the incredible love of 
God; that we might see with 
hearts wildly curious and so 
stumble into amazement. Let us 
open ourselves to being 
astonished and enthralled by the 
passion of Christ and his 
resurrection. We can ask in 
confidence for God has promised 
that “I will give you a new heart 
and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of 
stone and give you a heart of 
flesh.” (Ezekiel 36:26)  

Before the Palm Sunday Procession 
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By Theo Coggin 
 
In a lifetime of service of various 
kinds in the Church, the one 
aspect that has truly conflicted 
me repeatedly has been that of 
“giving”.  

I was brought up a son of the 
manse, and taught that faith, trust 
and giving were three elements in 
the life of the Church that could 
never be discounted.  But they 
were costly, as I have learnt again 
and again. 

“To give and give and give 
again what God hath given thee, 

to spend thy self nor count 
the cost, to serve right gloriously 

the God who gave all words 
that are, and all that are to be.” 

These words from the hymn, 
Awake, awake to love and work, 
that resound still today, even as 
they did in my mind as a young 
boy in boarding school thinking 
of what to do with my life.  

They challenged me then, 
and they challenge me now. 

The challenge now 
is because they came to 
me so strongly as I was 
reflecting on the job I 
was asked to do in this 
particular story – to tell 
us all as parishioners 
how far we have got 
with dedicated giving, 
and what we still 
require. 

It is not a task I take 
lightly, neither is it one I 
enjoy.  

But I know that we 
can’t outgive God. My 
life in Christ tells me 
that: that’s what that 
verse from the hymn is 
all about.  

And that is why the 
words from the book, A 
decade with the 
Basotho, which I edited 
nearly 30 years ago, 

speak to us in this our 90th 
anniversary year. That is why I 
tell my story with gladness 
because it must be told.  

Giving in whatever form; 
giving in whatever amount; 
giving in whatever condition, 
will always be costly. But it is in 
giving that we receive, and in 
giving we shall leave a legacy, 
as Christ left us. 

Dedicated giving is integral 
to the life of our Parish. Let me 
get to the basics. At the time of 
writing this article, we are some 
20% behind budget in our 
dedicated giving income. That 
means we cannot do the work 
we want to do, this year or in the 
next years if this continues at the 
present rate. 

But it also means that if we 
all gave something like just 10% 
more than we already do – 
whether by way of dedicated 
giving or in what we put in the 
collection plate – we would start 
to create the financial 

Lets turn the 20% around 

with a 10% increased gift 
foundation to continue to grow 
our Church. If at two services 
every month, one person at each 
of those services made a 
dedicated giving commitment, 
we would also begin to meet our 
commitments.  

Our Parish is getting more 
and more members from a wide 
variety of backgrounds. Some 
can give generously, some more 
modestly.  

Everyone, however, can 
give with gusto and enthusiasm.  

It is sometimes 
uncomfortable for some of us to 
speak in these terms. But Jesus 
calls us to take the Gospel to all 
people. St Francis of Assisi 
proves it does that in so many 
ways.  

Just as we are, then, like the 
old lady in the remote village in 
Lesotho, we are called to give 
happily. It may be costly, but we 
will be surprised that, with faith 
and trust, all things are possible. 
• See article on the next page 
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A meditation on giving 

A decade with the Basotho, by 
Revd Hedley Sleath, chronicles 
the ten years this indefatigable 
man of God spent in ministry in 
the remote mountain kingdom 
of Lesotho. In a chapter 
entitled “A gay glad gift”, 
Sleath writes of the generosity 
of the Basotho, including a 
moving story of a monetary gift 
by one of these deeply giving 
people. 
 
“I had taken my family with me 
into a remote mountain region, 
something extremely rare during 
my ministry in Lesotho. We had 

gone to a village situated on a 
kind of shelf among the peaks. 
Previous visits had enabled me 
to grow very attached to the 
lowly, unspoiled people of the 
village of Mollatsoene. 
 Their simply life-style and 
their uncomplaining content-
ment amid material deprivation 
were balanced by a gracious 
generosity and open-hearted-
ness, characteristic of the 
Basotho people wherever one 
met them and genuinely came to 
know them. They had so little – 
yet they never begrudged 
sharing it. It was always a most 
inwardly stirring experience to 

watch such lowly people 
bringing their gifts to some 
special church fund-raising 
function. The whole 
congregation would be on its 
feet, singing lustily and dancing 
gaily as the ‘reception’ table was 
put into position. Dancing round 
and round, and singing joyfully 
all the time, first one, then 
another, and still another, would 
place their monetary gift on the 
table. 

“One such event was 
especially vivid: an old lady 
stepped out of the revolving 
circle and, with a resounding 
crash, smacked her cupped hand 
on to the table top. I thought, in 
my ignorance, that the sum total 
of the amount they were wanting 
must have lain in that cupped 
hand, so deliberately and with 
such resolution was it brought 
down on the surface of the table.  

“I dared to look to satisfy my 
curiosity. It was only a one-cent 
piece! But given with such gusto 
and such gladness that I thought 
that the table legs would have 
been all but snapped off. Of 
course, as for nearly every one of 
those present, it was given out of 
her penury – a gay glad gift from 
an empty purse. 

“But it was given with such 
joyous abandon that the crash on 
the table told of the pure delight 
of the giver that she had anything 
to give at all.” 

 

• From A Decade with the 
Basotho by Hedley Sleath, 
edited by Theo Coggin, 
published by the Department 
of Public Relations and 
Communication of The 
Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa in co-operation with 
the board of the Semonkong 
Methodist Hospital in 1988. 
The book is now out of print. 

Given with such gusto, the gift  

of one still speaks to us  

The cover of the book from which the accompanying meditation comes. 
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high moral ground they had so 
briefly occupied at the 
beginning of the week. They 
shamed us and themselves by 
their actions. 

Those who hold the power 
of government in this country 
are now living a lie. Pontius 
Pilate could not live that lie. 
Old South African governments 
could not either. Neither will 
this government be able to 
continue to do so. 

Our call to any men and 
women with a sharp and honest 
conscience in the caucus of the 
African National Congress and 
its governing structures, is to 
stop living the lie. Now. The 
people of South Africa are 
watching you and they will not 
lie down. It may go quiet for a 
while, but they will not lie 
down. The people of South 
Africa are not fools. They are 
good, honest, moral and truthful 
people. 

The answer to the question, 
“What is truth?” will always 
overcome the lies of those who 
wish to double cross, to hurt the 
poor and marginalised by their 
actions, and to conduct their 
government business in the 
deep shade of duplicity. 

It is time for the truth. And 
that is why it is time for a 
movement such as this.  

When the Mandela government 
swept to power in 1994, it took 
South Africa and the world by 
storm with its high moral 
compass. This was a government 
composed of diverse people, all 
of whom had come to their new 
positions of power in this beacon 
of democracy with moral 
backbone of long-standing or 
recently acquired. They did so as 
people with high ethical values 
and sound political morals for 
that age – no matter what anyone 
said about their past. These were 
the people who led the nation on 
that colourful day in April, up 
the road here at the Union 
Buildings, with the rainbow 
colours of the national flag 
flying. We and they became 
what Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
called the rainbow nation. 

None of us here today, in 
our heart of hearts, can see those 
bright colours in the rainbow 
anymore. The flag still flies and 
we are proud of it. Our beloved 
country still exists, and we love 
it. That is why we are here. But 
the colours of the rainbow have 
faded. 

We are here today because, 
like our forebears in that bright 
April sunlight of 1994, we value 
moral and ethical norms and 
practices. We see ourselves as a 
people of the 21st century, not of 
old divisiveness or the graft, 
corruption and deceit of cynical 
politicians. By and large, we see 
ourselves as people who hold the 
truth dear. 

I am a Christian priest.  
In a week from today, I will 

be commemorating the words in 
the Jerusalem court of Pontius 
Pilate when he said to Jesus 
Christ: “What is truth?”  

Christ remained silent. And 
Pontius Pilate, was too blind to 
see that “truth” stood before him 
and had him killed. In this way, 

Pilate was like governors of 
states before and after him. He 
was blind to the needs and will 
of the people. 

Like Pontius Pilate, our 
present government in South 
Africa, from the President 
down, is too blind to see the 
truth. Since 2009, with few 
exceptions, government has 
failed South Africa. They treat 
us, their people, as if we have 
no rights and no intelligence. 
They treated us as if we have 
no interest in a secure future for 
our country. 

We have all of those.  
That it is why it is 

important to state clearly that 
this past week has seen our 
leadership descend into a state 
of ghastly immorality and 
unethical behaviour. It is the 
behaviour that leads to much of 
the confusion among many of 
our people. It is the behaviour 
that has caused us to gather 
here in Pretoria and in cities, 
towns and villages throughout 
our country today to say, 
Enough! It is an immoral 
behaviour. 

When some of the acolytes 
of the President had the 
courage to repudiate his 
Cabinet reshuffle, people saw 
some hope for a stable future.  

But just a few days later, 
those same acolytes emerged 
from behind closed doors, 
where they had debated in 
secrecy, with no transparency. 
They emerged to proclaim 
again that the President is 
clothed even when they had 
revealed him for all his 
duplicity and nakedness just a 
few days before. Then we knew 
that the moral compass that 
was our legacy in 1994 had 
been destroyed. Those 
lieutenants, the acolytes, 
surrendered at that moment the 

A government that is 

blind to the truth 
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Cally Tuckey and Eddie 
Jooste (alternate Warden) were 
not eligible for re-election as they 
had completed their term, while 
Parish councillors Keith Ballard 
and Peter Middleton had declined 
nomination for a further year. 

Warm tribute was paid to 
both Cally and Eddie by their 
colleague, Theo, and the Rector 
Paul Germond. The full Council 
is: Church Wardens –  
Theo Coggin, Patience Dlamini, 
Mike Honnet (alternate). 
Members of Parish Council – 
Nelissa Furisa, Melissa Malgas, 
Sabela Mbatha, and Daryl 
McMullen Mymie Vos, Mike 
Williams. 
• Members of clergy serve 

exofficio. 

Two new Church Wardens and 
one new Parish councillor were 
elected at the annual vestry 
meeting held on Sunday 12 
March.  

They joined the one Warden, 
Theo Coggin, who was still 

eligible for re-election and the 
sitting parish councillors. The 
new Church Wardens are 
Patience Dlamini and Mike 
Honnet (alternate Warden), and 
the new Parish councillor is 
Sabelo Mbatha.  

A warm welcome to the new parish council 

By  Paul Germond 
 

Since late last year we as a Parish 
have been exploring in a 
wonderful variety of ways what 
it means to live as Franciscans.   

Based on the three 
Franciscan imperatives – 
Simplicity, Spirituality and 
Ecology – we have set our theme 
for the year as “The Franciscan 
Way: living simply so that others 
might simply live.”  Our Lent 
course on the Spiritual 
Disciplines has taken us to the 
very heart of Franciscan 
spirituality and has laid the 
foundation for an ongoing 
engagement with growing our 
calling to be Christ in the world. 

To foster this engagement 
the Parish leadership has thought 
that we should write a Creed for 
the Parish.  We should be able to 

say in succinct form what we as 
St Francis of Assisi, Parkview, 
believe and what the foundation 
of our life together is.  

Now writing a Creed may 
seem an overwhelming task.  
And it might be if we think we 
are writing something to replace 
the creeds which we use each 
Sunday.  What we envisage, 
rather, is giving expression to 
something we all already do.  
We all believe. We all already 
believe something.   

So, let’s put down what we 
already believe and come up 
with a statement that can give 
expression to what we as a 
Parish believe and what makes 
us who we are. The purpose of 
writing “This we believe …” is 
to help us reflect on who we are 
as a Franciscan parish, to create 
a sense of unity and community 
as we work together on a 

common project, to grow 
theologically and to reflect on the 
Lent Course and all the other 
events of the year.  

Each group (Youth, Eco-
Group, Mother’s Union, Finance 
Group, etc etc) in the Parish is to 
receive a template of what “This 
we believe …” might look like. 
They will be encouraged to work 
on a creed asking the questions, 
what do we in this group believe?  
What makes us St Francis of 
Assisi, Parkview? 

After a few months, we will 
hold a “Parish Indaba 1” at which 
all groups bring their work to a 
gathering of the community. A 
small group will be appointed to 
consolidate the work on “This we 
believe …” and to present it at a 
“Parish Indaba 2” which then 
formulates the final version. 

The goal is to for “This we 
believe …” to be used for the first 
time at the 90th Celebrations at 
our Patronal Festival on October 
1.  We envisage this statement of 
faith to be a living creed, 
meaning that there should be an 
annual review pf “This we 
believe …” prior to the Patronal 
Festival each year.   

his we believe... 
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We have been an eco-parish for 
many years now. 
 Eco themes feature 
regularly in our services; articles 
on environmental topics are 
published in our quarterly parish 
magazine; and we have 
undertaken outings and projects 
to further the eco-interests of 
parishioners and provide models 
for replication in parishioners’ 
own homes. 
 Wishing to plan eco 
activities with wider parishioner 
appeal (and participation), the 
Eco Group compiled a 
questionnaire to discover where 
parishioners’ eco-interests lie. 
The questionnaire was distributed 
electronically and on paper, late 
in 2016.  
 We received 10 completed 
questionnaires, some of which 
were “family responses” from at 
least two people. While the 
number of responses is too small 
to be representative of the views 
of the whole parish; we do now 
have useful feedback on 
parishioners’ interests in terms of 
eco outings and visits, eco 
projects and other eco activities.  
 Our most popular offerings 
(judged by the average of interest
-level ratings given) are the 
following. The number of “5 
ratings” (the highest rating level) 
is shown for each activity. 
1. Average rating = 3.86: 

Celebration of eco-
calendar events (3 x 5 
ratings) 

2. Average rating = 3.71: 
Hikes and walks (3 x 5 
ratings)  

3. Average rating = 3.67: 
Participation in St 
Francis’ solar 
photovoltaic energy 
project (4 x 5 ratings)  

Other items that were 
highly rated by the number of 5 
ratings were – 
Season of Creation celebration 
(i.e. joining organising 
committee) (3 x 5s). 
Helping to develop a water 
collection (rain water 
harvesting) system for the 
church (3 x 5s). 
Wits (Paleo visit) (3 x 5s) 
Eco talks (Parkviews) (3 x 5s) 
Eco Group (join as a member) 
(1x 5). 
The least popular offerings 
(those with the highest number 
of 1 ratings) were – 

Birding trips (e.g. 
Suikerbosrand, Marievale Bird 
Sanctuary and Delta Park) (4 x 
1s). 

Camps (e.g. Ezemvelo, 
Nylsvlei) (4 x 1s). 

Eco discussion groups (4 
x 1s). 

Sidewalk garden / 
community food garden (4 x 
1s). 

This feedback will be 
useful to us in planning future 
offerings and we hope you will 
continue to inform us of your 
preferences. 

The parishioners who 
indicated a strong interest in 
joining the Eco Group has since 
done so. We would still 
welcome new members to the 
group; and invite parishioners 
who may be interested to 
contact any existing member – 
 Mark Franklin (Chair)  

sextant@mweb.co.za  
 Mike Honnet  

mh@mikehonnet.com  
 Eddie Jooste  

joosie@mweb.co.za  
 Janet Magner  

janet@magnersolutions.c
om  

 Peter Middleton  
peterm@crown.co.za  

 Robin O’Reilly  
robin.oreilly.za@gmail.co
m  

 Bruce Rubidge  
bruce.rubidge@wits.ac.za  

 Mike Williams  
michaelw2110@gmail.com  

St. Francis Church, Parkview: Eco 

interests survey   

mailto:sextant@mweb.co.za
mailto:mh@mikehonnet.com
mailto:joosie@mweb.co.za
mailto:janet@magnersolutions.com
mailto:janet@magnersolutions.com
mailto:peterm@crown.co.za
mailto:robin.oreilly.za@gmail.com
mailto:robin.oreilly.za@gmail.com
mailto:bruce.rubidge@wits.ac.za
mailto:michaelw2110@gmail.com
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breathless rate by the truly 

Godly work that is done in and 

through St Francis ever since. 

As I flop on my bed, much like 

a gasping fish (or a beach 

whale?), at the end of a long 

day, I often wish that I was more 

like a bird hearing Francis 

preach among the fir and beech 

trees of his beloved mountain La 

Verna. 

“While I cannot give a full 

evaluation of Parish 

ministry over the past 

twelve months, my time 

here has shown me just 

how well the Parish kept 

us its service of God and 

community without a Rector. 

While there were clear signs of 

exhaustion among some when I 

arrived, this is not to be 

surprised at, given the level of 

sheer hard work the leadership 

of the Parish put in to sustain the 

Church’s mission. Special 

recognition must go to the 

Church Wardens, the office staff 

and volunteers, and the clergy. 

“One area that needs 

concerted focus is that of the 

pastoral care of parishioners. A 

pastoral care group has been 

established and is well into its 

work. The structuring of regular 

visiting is in process. There are 

many people and families in the 

Parish who are experiencing 

T 
he Revd Paul Germond 
expressed enormous 
optimism at the way in 
which God is working 

in the Parish of St Francis of 
Assisi, Parkview during the 
Parish vestry meeting. 

He made this comment as 

both he and Church Warden 

Theo Coggin (pictured below) 

reflected on future possibilities 

for the Parish in general, and on 

plans for the 90th anniversary 

this year, and the ten years 

following that. 

“I am excited to see what is 

going to happen over the next 

few years. Our Parish is on a 

long-term journey that is going 

to bring quantity and quality of 

people,” he said. 

In his formal Rector’s 

report, he said: “Five months 

ago, I became a member of this 

community of faith and practice. 

And what a remarkable five 

months it has been. The 

Warden’s report suggests that I 

“came in like a whirlwind”. It 

feels to me that I walked straight 

into the whirlwind on 1 October 

and have been carried along at a 

serious challenges in their lives, 

be they economic, family, illness, 

aging, depression or addictions. 

We need, as a Parish, to be 

compassionately attuned to these 

struggles and increase our 

responsiveness to these needs. 

“2017 is, as we know, the 

90th anniversary of the Parish. 

The overall theme of the year is 

“The Franciscan Way: Living 

simply so that others may simply 

live.” In this year, we seek to 

grow into the three inseparable 

Franciscan imperatives of 

spirituality, simplicity and 

ecology. Are we walking the way 

of Jesus and Francis faithfully in 

our complex world with the 

clamour of competing claims on 

our time, energy and resources? 

What does it mean to live simply 

in a world of complexity? What 

does it mean to live in harmony 

with God’s creation” How do we 

do this as individuals, as families, 

and as a Parish? Based on our 

planning meeting in November, 

we have identified the following 

objectives: 

 To deepen the spirituality/

complicity/ecology of the Parish, 

which means we nurture the 

Parish as: 

• A community of prayer, 

contemplation and 

sacrament; 

• A community of study; 

May we walk with 
Christ as we seek to 
grow as a Parish 
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• A community of simplicity 

and generosity (we spend 

less on ourselves and more 

on others0: 

• A community of love and 

service.  

  How do we increase 

our engagement with and 

inclusion of the homeless 

we serve? 

   How do we go beyond 

sandwiches and soup, 

community work, very basic 

health care, two showers a 

week and a lunch? 

• To grow the Parish: 

  Qualitatively (as 

above); 

 Quantitatively, by 

attracting new members, 

growing the attendance 

rate of current members 

and the pastoral care of all 

members; 

 Financially, by 

increased fundraising but 

more importantly by 

increasing the giving base 

of parishioners and finding 

ways of ensuring that we 

leave a secure financial 

legacy for the centenary in 

ten years’ time and for the 

generations that follow. 

“Three specific areas have 

been identified for growth: 

The Casal String Quartet and Dutch guitarist, Han Jonkers who wowed the crowd 

with their musical talent  

Concert 

at           
St Francis 
As part of the “Johannesburg 
International Mozart Festival” 

that took place  from 27 January 
until 5 February, St Francis 
hosted the Casal String Quartet 

and Dutch guitarist, Han Jonkers 
(on guitar), all from Switzerland. 

With subtlety as well as 

energy and playfulness, let alone 
virtuosity,  they performed works 
by Franz Schubert, Astor 

Piazolla, Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart, Daniel Schnyder, 
Enrique Granados, Maurice 

Ravel and Luigi Boccherini. 
They really made music. 
The concert was a 

fundraising exercise for the 

parish and the proceeds are used 
for the ministry of the parish. The 
concert was attended by 

approximately 170 appreciative 
people who left  delighted.  

• Our Lent course, “A 

celebration of discipline”; 

• Communal acts of 

transformation (Sunday 

fasts) in Lent and to be 

developed through the year; 

and 

• A focus on ministry to the 

young adults of the 

congregation. 

“I am convinced that as we, 

as a community, together commit 

ourselves to the work of spiritual 

growth, God will transform our 

lives and we will grow as a place 

of inclusive love, of healing, of 

prayer, and of ministry to and in 

our broken world. 
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A strong contingent of volunteers from St 
Francis turned out on a hot summer day in mid-
December last year provided Christmas lunch for 
those less fortunate than themselves. 

Well before the time about 200 folk had lined 
up outside the gate on the Roscommon Street 
border to have an early Christmas lunch. 

Old and young, their excitement was palpable 
as they anticipated a tasty meal, not usually there 
their fare. As they entered the gate they 
spontaneously proffered handshakes and thanks.  

One old man caught my eye on that hot day. 
Seated on the edge, closest to me, hugging the 
shade. With others, but alone. He had finished 
eating and was now just sitting.   

He was the perfect picture of the aged: a sun's 
ray finding its way through the tree under which he 
was sitting, reflecting through his whitened 
whiskers, eyes alive, demeanour so peaceful.  He 
sat for what, for him must have been a long time. 
Perfectly still, perfectly alone, his brow furrowed in 
thought.   

Around him others chattered a little, and ate 
their feast. In the sea of nothingness, yet plenty, it 
was bizarrely tranquil: South Africa in one of its 
microcosms. 

Eventually he arose and hesitatingly made his 
way to the bin, tossed his paper plates. One last 
look around, and then he set off on his determined 
route - who knows where to, but home to the "less" 

Community outreach lunch 
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place he inhabits.  
St Francis had been visited for the year - 

enjoyable, a moment in a quiet place to 
reflect, but not home, as it is one of my 
“homes”. 

Maybe he'll be back for the sandwiches 
we hand out each morning or, in winter, for 
soup. Maybe not.  

How long an old man such as he can 
survive in this indeterminate existence is 
itself moot.  

The challenges of a parish such as ours 
continues unabated... 

—Theo Coggin 
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By Mike Williams 
 
When it was announced on 14 
October 2016 that Bob Dylan had 
been awarded the Nobel Prize for 
Literature, he became the first 
songwriter to win the award.  The 
75 year old musician responded 
by saying he was honoured "for 
having created new poetic 
expressions within the great 
American song tradition". 

Paul Germond, the speaker 
at ParkViews in March, began by 
remarking that this was an 
excellent reason for making 
Dylan the subject of a ParkViews. 
The title of his talk was Every 
Grain of Sand: Bob Dylan as an 
Interpreter of the Bible . 

He taught at Wits, first in 
Religious Studies, and then in 
Sociology from 1994 to 2011.  

Sketching the background to 
Dylan, Paul noted that he had 
been born Robert Allen 
Zimmerman. Paul argued that 
both Dylan’s Jewish background, 
and his conversion to Christianity 

in the late 1970s, were strongly 
marked influences on his songs.  

In an interview, Dylan’s 
mother had said that in his 
house Dylan had a large bible 
on a stand, and that he 
constantly referred to it. 

Several of Dylan’s songs 
were played during the 
presentation with the lyrics 
shown on the screen, including 
With God on Our Side. This is 
often taken as an anthem for 
those who opposed the Vietnam 
War.  

The song asks difficult 
questions about ourselves, our 
nations and about God. What, 
for example, of the situation in 
a war, where both sides are 
praying to God for victory? The 
problem is summed up in the 
last two lines of the song. 
 
If God’s on our side 
He’ll stop the next war  

 
Another song examined 

was Drifter’s Escape.  This is a 
cowboy song that recounts the 

story of the trial of a drifter. This 
can, Paul suggested, be seen 
simply as a cowboy song, or it 
can be seen as a commentary on 
Dylan’s life.  

But it can also be seen as a 
"Midrash" – the ancient Jewish 
practice of retelling a story in a 
different context to emphasise 
certain details. In this case, Paul 
suggested that the song is 
Dylan’s version of the trial of 
Jesus. 

Knockin’ On Heaven’s Door 
was written to accompany a 
major shoot-out scene in the film 
Pat Garrett & Billy the Kid.  

And in Every Grain of Sand, 
the song which provided Paul 
with the quotation in the title of 
his talk, there is the line, "That 
every hair is numbered like every 
grain of sand". This is an explicit 
quotation from the Gospels (see 
Matthew 10:30 for example), and 
is a reminder of God’s infinite 
loving care for humanity.  

Every grain of sand: Bob Dylan as 

an interpreter of the Bible 

Below: Bob Dylan, Musician and 

Nobel Prize winner 
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By Mike Williams 

The February speaker was Paul 
Hoffman SC. Paul practiced at 
the Johannesburg Side Bar, and 
then at the Cape Bar, and he 
acted on the Cape Bench at the 
invitation of three successive 
judges president.  

Subsequently he was 
founding director of the Centre 
for Constitutional Rights, and co-
founder, in 2009 of 
Accountability Now; both are 
NGOs that promote 
constitutionalism.  

The title of his talk was 
‘Establishing an Integrity 
Commission to Combat 
Corruption in SA Today’. 

Throughout his talk, Paul 
stressed that South Africa is a 
constitutional democracy. This 
means that the Constitution is 
supreme, and that any action that 
is thought to be outside the 
parameters of the Constitution 
can be made the subject of a legal 
challenge.   

Paul briefly outlined a 
number of examples of 
unconstitutional activity: the 
irregularities in the arms deals, 
the unconstitutionality of the 

Hawks, the bread cartel 
case and the matter of 
Nkandla. 

On the arms deal 
Paul reminded us that, as 
he said, arms were 
bought that we did not 
need and could not 
afford, to defend us 
against enemies that did 
not exist. By way of example, 
he pointed to some of the ways 
in which loans were raised to 
pay for the purchases. The 
means were unconstitutional, 
and therefore illegal. An outline 
was also given of the various 
attempts to subject aspects of 
the arms deal to legal scrutiny.  

Related to this was the 
replacement of the Scorpions 
with the Hawks. The Scorpions 
were effective in investigating 
the arms deal while the Hawks 
were not. Some key differences 
between the Scorpions and the 
Hawks were identified, 
including the ways in which the 
Scorpions were independent, 
trained and resourced. 

The bread question arose 
when a cartel attempted to fix 
the price of bread. The outcome 
was that a general class action 
was developed by the courts.  

With Nkandla, Paul pointed 
to the discrepancy between the 
amount repaid by President 
Zuma and the total paid out of 
public funds, which was so far 
in excess of anything that could 
be covered by the term ‘security 
upgrade’. 

In conclusion Paul stressed 
that all of us, as citizens, should 
be alert to violations of the 
Constitution.  

Paul Hoffman’s book, 
Confronting the Corrupt, was 
published by Tafelberg late in 
2016.  
• If you would like to be kept 

informed on the work of the 
NGO that Paul Hoffman is 
director of, Google 
“Accountability Now”, 
scroll down to “About Us” 
and click on “subscribe to 
newsletter” on the top right 
hand corner of the page.   

Constitutionalism in South 

Africa unpacked at 

ParkViews 

Paul Hoffman SC. speaker at the February 

ParkViews 
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 St Francis soup kitchen  
PLESE NOTE: From 1 May we 

will once again be operating our 

evening soup kitchen. We need folk to 

assist with this ministry to those who 

have no means and may be homeless as 

well. Please contact Patience Dlamini, 

Sue Alexander or Sabelo Mbatha for 

additional information. 
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Warm tributes were paid to 
members of staff and volunteers 
who perform staff duties at the 
annual vestry meeting in March. 
Elizabeth Makuwerere, the Parish 
bookkeeper, received warm 
applause when she was given a 
presentation by Rector Paul 
Germond and Church Warden 
Theo Coggin for her unfailing 
duty in keeping the Parish 

financial records in order. 
 Elizabeth has a full-time 
job with 21st Century Fox, but 
on Saturdays and Sundays will 
almost inevitably be found in 
the Parish office, hard at work at 
her computer getting the books 
up to date. She is pictured here 
with the chairperson of the 
finance committee and member 
of the Parish Council, Darryl 

McMullen, looking pleased with 
her presentation. 

Special mention was made 
of the work of the clergy during 
the interregnum, with thanks 
expressed to Rev Dr Maria 
Frahm-Arp, Canon Rev Cynthia 
Botha and the Archdeacon 
Michelle Pilet. 

Others to whom tribute was 
paid in the Warden’s report 
included Ceri Gunning, Mymie 
Vos and the team of volunteers 
who help out in the Church 
office. Ceri and Yvette Angoma, 
St Francis’ Youth Pastor, played 
a vital role as they were at the 
Parish most weekdays to provide 
continuity and respond to the 
daily happenings and goings on 
in the Parish during the time the 
Parish was without a Rector.  

The Wardens report also 
paid tribute to “Keith Ballard 
and his team for fixing leaks, 
painting and other general 
maintenance, as well as to those 
who faithfully carry out Sunday 
duties, from reading to power 
point, and thanks were conveyed 
to Ruth Coggin, music director, 
for the music which enriches our 
services.” 

Warm tributes  fills the hearts of parish 

volunteers 

Elizabeth Makuwerere (center), the Parish bookkeeper, receives a thank you gift 

from Darryl McMillian (left) and Paul Germond (right) 

Historically at St Francis, as in 

many other parishes, the special 

Easter Offering has gone to the 

Rector for the Rector’s personal 

use. The Diocese has requested 

that this pattern be changed for 

purposes of tax compliance. In 

place of the Easter Offering the 

Rector now receives a thirteenth 

cheque in December.  This was 

duly included in the 

Memorandum of Understanding 

signed by the Rector and 

Church Wardens, and approved 

by the Bishop, on the 

appointment of the new Rector 

last year. 

Living 

generously so 

that others 

may simply 

live 

Easter and WhitSunday offerings will go to special 

discretionary fund for those in need.  
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Wined, dined and surprised...  
By  Mike Honnet 

 
As this was the 100th Parkviews 
evening in 10 years of sustained 
effort by Bart Cox, our Parkviews 
organiser, it was to be a BIG one! 

Bart had arranged for talks 
about (and tastings of) Glen 
Carlou wines by Pieter 
Swanepoel, the Regional Sales 
Manager for Glen Carlou 
Vineyards in Gauteng and 
Mpumalanga, Free State and 
North West.  Pieter has been with 
the company for six years and his 
expertise includes food and wine 
pairing. 

A small committee arranged 
snacks to go with the wine; and 
generous gifts from Glen Carlou 
to be raffled and auctioned, to 
raise funds for our outreach 
programmes. 

Each gift pack raffled 
contained two presentation wines, 
a set of wine glasses and an ice 
container. The items auctioned 
were a magnum of red wine; a 
presentation box of six assorted 
Glen Carlou wines; and a wine 
tasting event for a group of 20 
people. Prize winners were 
delighted with their winnings and 

a total of some R13,000 was 
raised 

Pieter Swanepoel enter-
tained us with stories about the 
vineyard, its history and the 
wines offered. We started with 
a glass of Sauvignon Blanc, to 
cleanse the palate, had the 
renowned Chardonnays (wood-
ed and unwooded) which are 
the reason, so the story goes, 
why Donald Hess the current 
owner of the vineyard 
purchased it. Also on offer 
were their Chenin Blanc, Caber
-net Sauvignon, Syrah and a 
sweet dessert wine. 

Unbeknown to Bart, a 

collection had been organised to 

raise money for his travel fund. 

At the end of the evening, Father 

Paul thanked Bart for his 

perseverance and contribution to 

the life of the parish; and handed 

over a gift certificate – the funds 

raised had amounted to R20,000! 

• Glen Carlou contact details: 
Phone: 021 875 5528 and     
Email:welcome@glencarlo
u.co.za           

 

Bart Cox  ecstatically receiving a much appreciated R20 000 towards his travel 

fund - a surprise gift for organizing 100 ParkViews. 

ParkViews: 

The special Easter Offering 
and a special Whitsunday 
(Pentecost) Offering will now go 
to the Rector’s Discretionary 
Fund.  This Fund, which will be 
fully integrated into the Parish 
books, gives the Rector, in 
consultation with the Church 
Wardens, the capacity to respond 
effectively and timeously to 
pastoral needs in the Parish and 
the community.  It is not for the 
Rector’s personal use.  It is 
intended to supplement the 

already extensive social 
responsibility work of the 
Parish, with special focus on the 
well-being of the congregation 
and its members. 

Our Parish membership 
reflects something of the social 
inequality of our city.  One 
small way of reducing this 
inequality is through the 
Rector’s Discretionary Fund, so 
we ask that you give generously 
so that others of our community 
may live more fully. 

 “So whenever we are in 

need we should come 

bravely before the 

throne of our merciful 

God. There we will be 

treated with 

underserved kindness 

and we will find help.”  

Hebrews 4:16  

mailto:welcome@glencarlou.co.za
mailto:welcome@glencarlou.co.za
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Pull out all your good golfing shots 
(even if you are not a golfer) to 
make the Golf Day the best ever! 

Preparations are well in hand for 

the fifth St Francis golf Day to 

be held at the Parkview Golf 

Club on Friday, 12 May. 

The Golf Day, which has 

become a regular fixture on the 

St Francis calendar, is important 

for the parish in that it brings in 

funds that are critically needed 

for important ministries, 

especially in the social concerns 

area, but not only restricted to 

this. 

We are still in urgent need 

of entries for the four-ball 

competition. The fee for the four

-ball has been pegged at R2800 

(R700 per golfer) since the 

start of the Golf Day in 

order to try to get as many 

players as possible.   

This year we are hoping 

for a full field – something 

we have never before 

accomplished. The most 

number of entries that we 

have ever had has been 28 

four-balls but, given that 

this is the 90th anniversary 

of St Francis, we are 

hoping to reach our target. 

The day is marked by great 

fellowship and fun both on 

the course, and off.  Many 

parishioners take part in 

the organisation and assist 

in the registration, bringing a 

carnival atmosphere to the 

day.  

The fee includes the 

halfway house snack as well as 

a delicious meal during the 

prize-giving which takes place 

in the evening.  This will be the 

first year that our newly arrived 

rector, Revd Paul Germond, will 

be present and on hand to 

present prizes. With his keen 

sense of humour (and not being 

a golfer himself) this is bound to 

provide good entertainment in 

itself!  

If you cannot participate 

yourself, please invite friends, 

family and business colleagues 

to enter.  Take an entry form 

from the table at the back of the 

church and persuade them to 

enter! 

 We also need of prizes 

whatever shape or form. 

Obviously, the bigger the prize 

the better, but we are happy to 

accept anything you may offer.  

The raffle which has been 

part of the Golf Day since its 

inception, and which enables a 

wider range of people to 

participate in the fun, once again 

has a first prize of a wonderful 

week in a delightful beachfront 

flat in Leisure Bay on the 

KwaZulu Natal South Coast.  

 

For more details please contact any of the following members 
of the Golf Day Committee:  

• Keith Ballard (082416 5105),  

• Nigel Carman (083 227 9842),  

• Mymie Vos (082 651 3621),  

• Theo Coggin (082 900 0168)  

or phone the Parish office on 011 646 2660.  

St Francis gets ready to tee off again. Last 

years golf day was very well supported and 

we hoping to do better this year. Contact any 

of the committee members below if you have 

not yet signed up for this years event.  
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An exciting new initiative 
designed to keep both you and 

your parish fit and healthy is in the 
throes of being organized by some 
enthusiastic parishioners.  

The St Francis Fun Run (or 
walk if you prefer) will take place 
on the 16 September 2017. This is 

a wonderful opportunity to get you 
in the mood for spring and to help 
the parish raise much need funds 

for our work.  
The Fun Run is being 

coordinated by Sharon Botha, 

Warren Malgas, Terri Miller  and 
Nelissa Furisa (pictured left to 
right) who have already had 
several meetings to put together 

the concept.  
The idea for the fun run was 

born during a lively debate at the 

first St Francis communications 
meeting this year. It is intended 
that it will become an annual event 

on our calendar.  

Above: Julia Nelson with her daughter and nephew, also 
from St Francis, are pictured here with Eddie Jooste. 

Left: Parishioners enjoying the Parish picnic at Delta Park 
on 26 March.  The picnic was a welcomed escape from 
the electricity fast which formed part of the Lenten 
programme for 2017.  



The Franciscan  

22 

Revd Roger Cameron 
was the guest preacher 
at St Francis on 
Education Sunday in 
early February. He is the 
former head master of 
St John’s College.  

Last year’s manger scene was one with a difference—the traditional figures were constructed from vuvuzelas, the 
noisy instruments made popular during the 2010 World Cup. Sue Jordaan put the colourful figures together. 

Reaching your 90th 
birthday is not something 
many of us manage to 
achieve, so it was a great 
occasion when Michael 
Vermooten did so on 24 
November 2016.  He is 
pictured with his birthday 
cake at the party held for 
him at St Francis. 
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April 2017 

The thanksgiving 

service in February 

elicited happy 

memories of bygone 

events from many 

parishioners, all 

looking delighted here 

at the scrumptious tea 



The Franciscan  
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Palm Sunday  

procession 
Members of the St Francis Anglican Church, Parkview, 
staged a Palm Sunday procession down the main street 
of Parkview on Sunday 9 April, to commemorate the 
start of Holy Week and as part of the movement to save 
South Africa. Walking in silence, 200 parishioners of 
all ages carried palm branches and held banners during 
the procession at the start of their service. Earlier that 
week, members of the Parish had also held a silent vigil 
outside the Gupta complex in Saxonwold. In his 
address on Palm Sunday, Father Germond likened the 
corrupt activities of some government leaders to that of 
the governors of the Temple in Jerusalem when Jesus 
had chased out the money lenders, saying “You have 
made my house a den of thieves”. Likewise, Father 
Germond said South Africans were telling the 
government that it had made the country “a den of 
thieves”.  


