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Sanibonani Franciscans. Khotso.  

 

Annual Vestry generally 

takes place in Lent, a time in the 

church calendar when we are 

most intentional about our 

discipleship. We seek, as a 

community, and as individuals, to 

follow Christ more closely; to 

reflect on our faith and practice 

so that we make ourselves 

available to the transforming 

power of God in our lives.  

As our Lenten theme this 

year is, We seek to See with New 

Eyes. This is a good moment to 

present this report. 

Let me do so by heeding the 

call of Bishop Steve to evaluate 

Parish life based on the three 

priorities the Diocese has 

identified for 2018 as well as the 

Bishop’s Charge at last year’s 

Synod. 

First, Intentional Youth 

Ministry.  

Bishop Steve asks, “How do 

we grow existing young people’s 

ministry and provide resources 

for vibrant ministry to happen?”  

St Francis is privileged to have 

just such a vibrant youth 

ministry. It is one of the 

hallmarks of the Parish.  But we 

cannot rest on our laurels.  With 

our Youth Pastor, Yvette 

Angoma, having left at the end 

of 2017 we are faced with the 

challenge of finding the right 

person to replace her and the 

opportunity to shape our Youth 

Ministry in new ways.  Several 

developments can be reported on 

here. A dedicated Youth Room 

will be established in the next 

few months.  Friday Youth and 

Sunday Youth continue to be the 

prime thrust of our Youth 

Ministry as we grow discipleship 

among our children and young 

people.  We have already begun 

to engage with a new thrust of 

Youth Ministry – a focus on 

supporting and equipping 

families to become mediators of 

God’s love and grace.  The key to 

long-term and sustained Youth 

Ministry is ministry to our 

families.  This is a new and 

challenging task which we have 

begun to address at Council, in 

our Lent Course, and in other 

fora in the community.  I am 

equally excited and daunted by 

this task.  But if we commit to it 

together we will grow together. 

Second, Intentional 

Discipleship.  The question asked 

here is, “How do we help the 

people of God recognise that they 

are already living as disciples of 

Jesus Christ and empower one 

another to live discipleship in a 

rapidly changing context?”  Our 

Lent course in 2017 took us to 

the heart of discipleship, the 

Spiritual Disciplines. Developing 

an active and engaged life of the 

spirit draws us ever closer to 

Jesus and to following him as 

disciples, transforming our world.  

We need to be alive and alert to 

what is taking place in this 

rapidly changing world that is 

Johannesburg and craft creative 

ways of being disciples in this 

Rectors message to Vestry  
Rector’s Reflections:  

Former Youth Pastor, Yvette Angoma, shares her experience at St Francis during 

her farewell service. Pictured here with church wardens Theo Coggin (left) and 

Mike Honnet (right). 
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context.  Our 2017 Advent 

Course initiated a process of 

listening to the stories of 

parishioners negotiating the 

cultural, social and economic 

complexities of our city.  Our 

2018 Lent course continues this 

initiative.  Questions of race, 

culture, family, sex, social media, 

and so on, will continue to be 

addressed.  The economic climate 

is resulting in much suffering in 

our city.   

This is true for many 

families in our parish. The 

multiple demands of career, 

family, church, money and social 

status create enormous stress. 

How do we as a parish empower 

each other to live as loving and 

committed disciples of Jesus in 

this environment?  

Third, Intentional Ongoing 

Formation of Leaders.   

Much time and effort was 

spent last year, as we celebrated 

the 90th Anniversary of the 

Parish, considering how we can 

ensure a sustainable future for 

this place.   

We might be able to ensure a 

sustainable financial future for 

the parish, but without an active, 

well-equipped leadership there 

will be no future.   

We began last year with a 

commitment to grow ministry to 

young adults in the parish, a 

cohort not well ministered to.   

This ministry has resulted in 

a sudden burst of younger people 

taking leadership roles in the 

parish: the work of ParkViews, 

Parish Council, and Parish 

Ministers, for example, has 

received an injection of new 

energy as young adults take new 

roles of responsibility. This is an 

exciting development and one 

that needs to be nurtured.  The 

parish has also become a place 

of training for the Diocese.   

Alison Chambers, an 

ordinand, and Revd Diana 

Lawrenson, a newly ordained 

priest, are receiving their 

training here.  

I have the privilege of being 

Coordinator of Training for 

those who have been selected for 

ordination in the Diocese.   

As the Churchwardens note 

in their report, there were several 

changes of personnel last year.  I 

would like to add my thanks to 

theirs, to Ceri Gunning, Ruth 

Coggin and Yvette Angoma, for 

all the time and effort they put 

into the ministry of St Francis.   

My special thanks go to the 

Executive who have been tireless 

in their work, especially to Theo 

Coggin who ends his term as 

Churchwarden. The amount of 

work you put into the Parish over 

the past four years is formidable, 

Theo, especially during the 

interregnum and bedding me 

down in the job over the past 18 

months. Thank you.   

To my fellow clergy, almost 

too numerous to mention, Revds 

Cynthia Botha, Maria Frahm-

Arp, Susan Armstrong, and Diana 

Lawrenson, you are a constant 

source of inspiration, love, 

humour and comfort to me and to 

many.  

Laurel Shiriyapenga has 

been an extraordinary addition to 

our ministry.  You are far more 

than the Parish Administrator, 

Laurel.  You are a minister of 



5 

March 2018 

Seven new Parish 

Councillors and one new 

alternate Church Warden were 

elected at the Annual Vestry 

meeting held on Sunday 11 

March 2018. 

 The members who are new 

to council include both 7.30 and 

9.30 parishioners: Valerie 

Archer, James Ridley, Jodie 

Botha, Lesley Henderson, Sue 

Jordaan, Janet Magner, and 

Valentino Meirotti. 

Mymie Vos and Mike 

Williams were not eligible for re

-election as they had completed

their term, while former Church

Warden Theo Coggin declined

nomination for a further year.

Warm tribute and sincere 

thanks was paid to Theo Coggin 

for all that he had done as church 

warden for the past four years.  

The full Council is: Church 

Wardens – Patience Dlamini and 

Mike Honnet, and Darryl 

McMullen (alternate); 

 Members of Parish Council 

– Nelissa Furusa, Sabelo Mbatha,

Valerie Archer, James Ridley,

Jodie Botha, Lesley Henderson,

Sue Jordaan,  Janet Magner,  and

Valentino Meirotti.

Members of the clergy are ex 

officio part of the Council. 

St Francis welcomes seven new 

Parishioners onto Parish Council 

Thank you for your wonderful 

generosity!!! 
On the 26 November last year, 

we launched our 90th Appeal at 

the Harvest Festival.  We are 

very pleased to report back on 

the outcome of the appeal. We 

have received: 

 Benches:

R10,000 and a further R5,700

pledged 

 Centenary Endowment:

R43,000 and a further R11,000

pledged 

90th Appeal: Report Back

 Gas water heater:

R16,000 and a further R1,700

pledged 

 Rose Window:

R55,000 and a further R3,300

pledged 

 Solar Energy System:

R10,000 and a further R2,200

pledged 

 Stations of the Cross: 

R14,000. 

We have received a total of 

R116,300 and a further R23,900 

has been pledged. 

The 90th Appeal was intended to 

build a sustainable future for 

the Parish with the intention of 

reaching the Centenary of the 

Parish with a physically sound 

building and financially viable 

future.  So, we encourage you to 

consider making contributions 

on an ongoing basis over the 

years ahead.  If you perhaps 

missed the opportunity to 

contribute and would like to do 

so 90th Appeal Forms are 

available at the back of the 

church. A very profound thank 

you for the generosity of all 

those who gave with such open 

hearts. 

A picture showcasing the newly elected Parish 

Council  

Seated:  Valentino Meirotti, Patience Dhlamini, 

Sue Jordaan, Lesley Henderson and Janet Mag-

ner.  

Standing from left to right: Nelissa Furusa, Jodie 
-lee Botha, Sabelo Mbatha, Mike Honnet, Darryl 

McMullen, Paul Germond, Diana  Lawrensen  
and Val Archer. 
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By Diana Lawrenson 

Wait for the Lord; 

How then shall we live? 

Reflecting on the Beatitudes: Expressions of Benediction, Blessedness and Grace. 

How do we live out a Jesus lens?  In the Beatitudes, Matthew 5: 3-11, shares a set of descriptions for a free 

life. If you live these happinesses, these blessings, you will be Jesus says, the “salt of the earth” (Matthew 

5:13) – you will preserve, season and heal your own life and the world in which you live.  In the 

Beatitudes, Jesus doesn’t tell us how to live according to control, uniformity and regulation, but how to be, 

so love, mercy, justice and truth is revealed.   The Beatitudes share how to approach living so that we 

might live out Gospel truth as best we can.  In these sayings,  

Jesus is sharing great unexpected truths that enable us to be light and courage in the world – the salt and 

yeast. 

Jesus comes to bring life to all of us in all its fullness 

(John 10:10).  Know this in your deepest being.   

Hear these sayings afresh as words to free you, and 

those who you encounter, each day as you live.  

“Blessed are the poor, not the penniless 

But those whose hearts are free. 

Blessed are the meek, not the soft, 

But those who are patient and tolerant. 

Blessed are the merciful, not those who forget, 

But those who forgive. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, not those who act like 

angels, 

But those whose lives are transparent. 

Blessed are the peacemakers, not those who shun 

conflict, 

But those who face it squarely. 

Blessed are those who are persecuted for justice, 

Not because they suffer, 

But because they love” 

(adapted by Church workers in Santiago, Chile, and 

printed in An Iona Prayer Book by Peter Millar) 

Easter 2018: Living with 

New Eyes 
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By Mike Williams 

 

In the past few years there have 

been remarkable developments 

in molecular biology. It is now 

possible to envisage correcting 

mutated genes for several, until 

now, incurable diseases. 

The first speaker in this 

year’s ParkViews, February 

2018, was Janine Scholefield, 

The title of her talk was 

‘Genome engineering stem cells 

for Africa’. Janine is a Senior 

Researcher in the BTRI, a 

translational research initiative 

co-hosted by the CSIR and UCT, 

and she holds an Honorary 

Lectureship position in the 

Department of Human Biology 

at UCT. 

Embryonic stem cells can be 

turned into anything in the 

human body. But their use in 

medical research has generated 

controversy. Stem cells can be 

taken from adult humans. These 

are not as powerful but they are 

still useful. By using ‘molecular 

scissors’, it is possible to modify 

our genomic DNA – to change 

the code – with unprecedented 

ease. This means that genes 

which predispose an individual 

to a particular condition can 

now be ‘corrected’. 

For example, research has 

found that for some individuals 

who are infected with HIV the 

virus is prevented from 

developing because they have a 

particular gene: CCR5. About 

10% of Caucasians have the 

gene but it is not found in 

Africans. 

The gene was acquired by 

Caucasians as a reaction to the 

plague in Europe hundreds of 

years ago; the plague was never 

widespread in Africa. Clinical 

trials are now underway to find 

a means of applying this 

discovery to the treatment of 

HIV. 

The reference to Africa in 

Janine’s title was also 

significant for another reason. 

Drugs prescribed in Africa are 

routinely tested initially in 

Europe and North America, 

where, the population has a 

smaller and less diverse gene 

pool than is found in Africa. 

These drugs can often 

produce adverse reactions in 

African patients. Stem cells can 

now be genetically edited in the 

lab to create those which contain 

the exact mutations which lead 

to adverse drug reactions. Using 

such tools, drugs can be re-

designed in ways that take 

account of the genetic 

variations. 

At the same time, Janine 

warned against claims being 

made for miraculous cures based 

on genome engineering. 

Medical, science must progress 

carefully and cautiously. 

ParkViews February: 

Changing Genes – 

Treating Diseases 
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protected the President. That is 

politics and these are hard 

realities.  

What we should be doing 

as Christians now, however, in 

this time of penitence during 

Lent, is to reflect on how such 

a situation was allowed to 

develop, and resolve not to 

permit it to occur again.  

It is also a moment for us 

as a Church in this Diocese to 

call on our public 

representatives to reflect on 

what part they played, if any, in 

allowing such a situation to 

develop.  

We should be praying 

diligently during this Lenten 

period for our public 

representatives. More 

especially, we need to be 

thinking of the new President 

of South Africa and other 

political party leaders in 

Parliament as they seek to 

exercise their roles in a 

responsible way. Closer to 

home, the Gauteng Legislature 

members should also be 

With Lent now upon us, we 

awoke in Gauteng this morning 

to a new era of hope for South 

Africa following the resignation 

of Mr. Jacob Zuma as President 

of the Republic of South Africa. 

It is fitting that we are in Lent. 

For this new period is one in 

which we can look at a vision for 

our country not seen since the 

heady days of President Nelson 

Mandela, but also to reflect in 

penitence about the ills that led us 

to the dreadful situation out of 

which we are now hopefully 

emerging.  

It may be convenient for 

many to say that what has 

occurred in our country has been 

the making of one man. It is 

indeed true that President Zuma 

was found wanting by the 

Constitutional Court, and in 

many other ways by others. But 

what we should all bear in mind 

is that while South Africa dived 

headlong into a situation of socio

-economic and political despair,

there were many in Parliament

and elsewhere who actively

remembered, as should our City 

Councils.  

Encouragingly, what recent 

developments have shown is that 

our institutions of democracy, 

such as the Judiciary, Chapter 9 

institutions, and civil society 

organisations are alive and well, 

as is the freedom of the press. 

We should bear in mind that 

many of the revelations that have 

led to this new era of hope were 

the result of diligent 

investigative reporting on the 

one hand, and interrogation of 

the facts by Chapter 9 

institutions such as the Public 

Protector on the other.  

There is much for which to 

be grateful. I urge us all to work 

together to rejuvenate our 

society, rekindle our economy, 

and bring to bear the Spirit of the 

Christ whose Resurrection we 

shall again celebrate as we come 

to the Easter which will bring 

this Lenten season to an end.  

Yours in Christ 

The Rt Revd Dr. Steve Moreo 

Bishop Steve’s Pastoral letter: 

A New Era 

Tarren and Issy take on the 

youth at St Francis 

After the resignation of Yvette Angoma last 

year, Tarren Dlamini and Isabelle Middleton 

have taken over the responsibility to lead 

and facilitate the youth group. St Francis 

thanks them both for their time and efforts 

on Friday evenings and Sunday mornings 

ensuring that the Youth and Rock n Roll still 

manages to run smoothly. 
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By Mike Williams 

Independence, One Person at a 

Time 

Mahatma Gandhi is 

renowned for his doctrine of 

satyagraha – passive resistance – 

as a means of achieving political 

and social progress. While he was 

in South Africa, Gandhi set up a 

multi-lingual press and a 

newspaper (pictured above), and 

this ‘apparent footnote to a titanic 

career’ played a notable part in 

shaping his philosophy. 

In March, the ParkViews 

speaker was Isabel Hofmeyr. She 

is Professor of African Literature, 

University of the Witwatersrand 

and Global Distinguished 

Professor, English Department, 

New York University. Her talk 

was entitled ‘Gandhi's Printing 

Press: Experiments in Slow 

Reading’. This is also the title of 

one of her books; it was 

published in 2013. 

Gandhi was born in 1869 in 

what is now Gujarat, in India. 

He trained in London as a 

lawyer and, after returning to 

India, was hired by a company 

in Durban to take care of the 

legal affairs of Indian 

merchants. Later his services 

were extended to indentured 

Indians. 

In 1898 Gandhi opened the 

International Printing Press in 

Durban . Later, the Press was 

moved to Phoenix, a settlement 

north of Durban. The Press 

printed ten different languages, 

Indian and European, using 

seven different scripts. Gandhi’s 

newspaper, Indian Opinion, was 

started in 1903 (pictured 

below). 

Gandhi was part of the 

movement for equal rights for 

Indians, at a time when 

practices in the Natal Colony 

were discriminatory and resistant 

to change. Though the Press was 

dependent – ironically – on cheap 

African labour, the community at 

Phoenix was utopian. It was a 

group of some 40 people from 

different castes, different 

religions, different races, and 

speaking different languages. But 

they were all involved with the 

Press, and all were equal. 

  The printing presses, 

Gandhi believed, should be hand-

operated rather than mechanised, 

as this was more uplifting for the 

individual. For him, the daily 

routines of life and work at the 

Press were a training for passive 

resistance, and if necessary for 

prison. Gandhi was himself 

imprisoned on a number of 

occasions while he was in South 

Africa, and also later, after her 

returned to India. 

 His views on the community 

life at Phoenix connect with his 

views on reading and writing. 

These, he felt, should work as 

part of the rhythms and speeds of 

the human body. Writing and 

reading should be done slowly 

and contemplatively, rather than 

as a quick and glib summarising. 

Allied to this were the ideas 

that Gandhi developed about a 

textual culture that sought 

political progress achieved by 

non-violence and rooted in the 

individual, rather than larger 

abstractions such as nations. It 

was a question of building up the 

self, of self-rule. 

ParkViews March: 

Gandhi’s Printing Press 
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Income Statement as at 31 December 2017 
Presented at the Parish Vestry on 11  March 2018 
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Collective of the Winterveldt 

which produced the altar frontal 

and the wall tapestry of the 

adjacent Lady Chapel.  

The second change is to 

secure the Stations of the Cross 

properly to the wall (pictured to 

the right). These beautiful 

and very valuable prints are 

copies of the original 

woodcuts by Cecil Skotnes 

which hang in St Mary’s 

Cathedral, Johannesburg. 

Our prints were donated 

by various parishioners and 

need to be securely fixed to 

the walls of the church.  An 

amount of R7,000 has been 

donated to properly attach 

the Stations of the Cross to 

the walls. 

Another change which was 

to be signed off was attaching 

the Station Clock to the West 

wall of the church facing 

Lectern, Pulpit and Altar. A 

refurbished Station Clock (circa. 

1890) has been attached to the 

West Wall of the Church  

The Hanging of the Choir 

Banner adjacent to the Organ 

was also a part of the special 

vestry sign off. The St Francis 

Choir Banner has been hung 

adjacent to the Organ. 

To further improve safety of 

our parishners, improving 

Stairway Visibility was also 

raised as a point to be approved. 

The suggestion was to achieve 

this with durable white enamel 

matt non-slip paint. 

Improving the lighting in 

the Sanctuary was also on the 

Special Vestry meeting 

By Paul Germond 

A Special Vestry Meeting was 

held on Sunday 4th February 2018. 

The key purpose of this meeting 

was to gain approval of changes 

made to or to be made to the 

Interior of the Church Building for 

Application for the Bishop’s 

Faculty. Interestingly there are 

certain rules to be followed before 

any changes are made to the 

church, this rule is not widely 

known.  

The first of these changes is 

the Mapula Creation Tapestry. A 

900mm x 1400 mm tapestry with 

a creation theme framed under 

glass (pictured below) mounted 

between two stained glass 

windows behind the font.  The 

childlike images in the tapestry 

are appropriate for location at the 

font.  The tapestry is the product 

of the Mapula Women’s 

agenda. Since the altar is the 

focal point of the church, it is 

recommended that the light 

levels be two to three times 

greater than above the pews.  

The Parish seeks the 

Bishop’s faculty to install three 

Wide Flood LED Lights on a 

dimmer switch to provide 

variable lighting mounted 

alongside the current lighting.  

The last item discussed was 

the creation of a historical 

display showcasing some of the 

churches memorabilia. To do 

this the installation of a display 

of the history of the Parish on the 

north vestibule east wall was 

another matter to be signed off.  

The plan is to move the 

photographs of the building of 

the church, consecration of the 

church, former rectors and other 

historical memorabilia from the 

Vestry to create a historical 

display with creative use of the 

niche on this wall.  All these 

matters were put forward at the  

special vestry meeting and were 

approved.  
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Located in the heart of Parkview, 

the Julia Denham School of Ballet 

opened its doors in January, and 

has been off to a great start thus 

far. There are currently classes 

held on a Tuesday and Friday 

afternoon for aspiring dancers 

aged from two and a half to five, 

which teach the Royal Academy 

of Dance (RAD) Syllabus. We 

hope our dancing community 

continues to expand and look 

forward to a splendid year at St 

Francis. 

Julia Denham opens Ballet School at St Francis

By Hilary Carman 

We are hard wired for 

music.  Music and the love of 

music is part of our genetic 

makeup and is the birth right of 

us all. Rhythm is our heartbeat 

and dancing is a step away from 

walking. To quote from an article 

in scientific American: “we have 

been making music since the 

dawn of culture – 30 000 years 

ago early humans were playing 

bone flutes, percussive 

instruments and jaw harps.  

Music is universally beloved 

and uniquely powerful to wring 

our emotions.”  The article goes 

on to discuss the neuroscientific 

research which is underway to try 

and establish which parts of the 

brain and which neuro-logical 

pathways are involved in this 

fundamental human involve-

ment with music. 

 A fascinating film was 

made in about 1979, about 3 

years after the death of Mao 

Zedong  and the end of the 

Cultural Revolution. “From 

Mao to Mozart” described the 

visit of Isaac Stern to 

Communist China where he 

held violin master classes. His 

students were technically 

brilliant but failed in their 

musicality.   

 So what have these 

statements to do with Ruth? 

 I speak now as a member 

of her choir. Ruth has taken us 

ordinary members of this 

congregation – all lovers of 

music, but perhaps with rather 

ordinary voices and sparse 

musical training – and shared 

with us the joy and privilege of 

Ruth Coggin shared her musicality, 

humor, vitality, enthusiasm and 

inspiration  with St Francis 
singing together and making 

music together.  

Ruth has brought the joy 

and love of music into our lives 

and has enriched us by so doing. 

 And now speaking as a 

member of this congregation: 

She has played for us at our 

joyful weddings and our sad 

funerals, at baptisms and 

birthdays, at our great Christmas 

and Easter services and at 

our Communion services 

Sunday after Sunday.  She is a 

consummate musician in the 

Stern tradition and her organ 

recitals at the end of the services 

have “wrung my emotions” and 

brought me to tears. 

She has generously shared 

her gift of musicality, her 

humour, her vitality and 

enthusiasm, and her 

inspiration  with us choir 

members - and I think the 

congregation itself. We will 

miss her sorely.  

Ruth Coggin at her farewell service 

after Hillary Carmen gave a  touching 

tribute detailed below.  
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By: The St Francis ECO 

Group  

The awareness of the impact of 

our modern lifestyle on the 

environment has never been 

more in focus than it has been 

during the past few years.  Hot 

on the heels of the electricity cuts 

and the rise of solar energy as an 

alternative, in 2015/2016 we 

again began to experience 

drought conditions and the 

depletion of our water resources.  

This has particularly been felt in 

Cape Town where their water 

crisis has reached catastrophic 

levels never before experienced 

in South Africa as the citizens 

and government in the Western 

Cape grapple with the problem 

and seek solutions.   

In addition, our landfills 

are filling up at a rapid pace as 

the National Environmental 

Department tries to get to their 

target of zero waste by 2020.  It 

has been reported in the 

Resource Magazine (the official 

journal of the Institute of Waste 

Management of Southern Africa) 

that Johannesburg, Tshwane and 

Cape Town each have less than 

10 years useful landfill life left.  

According to the latest statistics 

South Africa generated a massive 

21.6 million tons of waste in 

2011 with 90% of it going to our 

landfill sites; only 10% being 

recycled.  When compared with 

European Countries (between 34

-52% recycled waste) and the

United States at 31.5% recycled

waste, we can see that we still

have a long way to go. Available

land close to our towns and 

cities is rapidly reducing with 

urban development, 

necessitating the need for waste 

transfer to more remote 

landfills.  This affects not only 

greater transport costs, but also 

the efficiency of removal with 

the trucks spending greater time 

on the road.    

The life of our landfills 

can be extended by the 

reduction of the landfilling rate.  

This can be achieved by the 

combined implementation of 

reuse, recycling, composting 

and alternative treatment 

technologies.  It is incumbent on 

each one of us to play our part 

and change the way we do 

things.  St Francis is an ECO 

Congregation and the ECO 

Group has embarked on an 

environmental awareness 

campaign on the need to reduce 

the impact that our life style has 

on the environment.  The 

introduction of the Ronnie Bin 

is one of our initiatives and 

serves not only as a means for 

our parishioners to recycle their 

paper, but also as a visible sign to 

the Parkview community that we 

are committed to the protection of 

our environment.   

We have established a 

partnership with Mpact 

Recycling, who owns the Ronnie 

Bin which has been placed next to 

the driveway.  Ronnie bags have 

also been promised to assist each 

person to collect the paper and for 

easy transport to the Church.  

These Ronnie bags are to be 

retained by the Parishioners after 

depositing the waste into the 

Ronnie Bin for refilling.  When 

the Ronnie Bin is full, Mpact will 

be advised to come and collect the 

paper.  They will weigh the paper 

and make a small payment into 

the Church coffers. 

It is important that only 

certain paper must be placed into 

the Ronnie Bin as shown in the 

table on the following page.   

For more information on 

the Ronnie Bin, visit the St 

Francis website 

www.stfrancisparkview.com 

The new Ronnie Bin at St Francis placed outside the front 

entrance of the church. 
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rather than on two, requires 

ultimate concentration and 

sensitivity. as very evident in their 

interpretation of the various works 

and was very much acknowledged 

by an appreciative audience. 

From: Bart Cox 

Due to its special ambience 

St. Francis has for the last few 

years been chosen to stage 

concerts as part of the 

International Mozart Festival.  

This year, on 30th January, 

we hosted two extremely 

talented pianists from Italy: 

Eleonora Spina and Michele 

Benigretti who often perform as 

a duo, playing on one piano. 

Both musicians graduated 

from some of the most important 

European music institutions in 

Paris, Rotterdam, Graz, Bologna 

and Novara. They have been 

prize-winners as soloist as well 

as a duo. 

Their partnership as a duo 

started in 2013 and they have 

ever since received positive 

acclaim from all over Europe. 

At St Francis they 

performed works by Ferruccio 

Busoni, Mozart and Mendelsohn 

and, after the intermission, 

works by Franz Schubert and 

20th century composer Samuel 

Barber. Playing on one piano, 

S&B Four Hands Piano Concert 

The extremely talented pianists from Italy Eleonora Spina and Michele 

Benigretti who performed as a duo, playing on one piano. 

We all have a responsibility to recycle more and more so that there is less and less of our solid waste going 

to our rapidly diminishing landfill site. 

Any form of paper (white or colour) 

Newspapers / Magazines 

Old memos / letters / Envelopes 

Photocopy Paper / office paper 

Old telephone directories 

Old school books 

Old damaged textbooks 

Junk Mail / catalogues 

Thin cardboard e.g. Cereal boxes - flattened 

Milk & Juice cartons (Tetra Pak – flattened)  

Polystyrene cups and plates 

Paper cups and plates 

Yoghurt cartons 

Sweet & chip paper 

Cigarette ends 

Carbon Paper & Post-it notes 

Tissues & paper towels 

Waxed cartons (e.g. frozen fish cartons) 

Wax-coated wrapping paper 

Dog Food & Cement packaging 

Soiled food cartons (KFC or Pizza boxes) 

What should be placed into a Ronnie Bin What should NOT be placed into a Ronnie Bin 
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In Lent 2018 we introduced a new 

liturgy, Seeing with new eyes,  

which gives us a glimpse into 

another persons life, heritage, 

culture and upbringing which 

over the span of their life has 

helped shape them into who they 

are today.  

This allows us not only to 

know the person more intimately, 

but also to better understand other 

cultures and traditions so that we 

may develop an appreciation and 

deeper respect for one another.  

Each Sunday during Lent 

one of the following families 

shared their stories, these 

fascinating stories unfortunately 

cannot all be captured herein, and 

the below is just a snapshot of 

each story. The full story can be 

found on the Parish website 

www.stfrancisparkview.com  

For both Tongai and I our 

guiding principle is “God is Love: 

Without God all is in vain” – God 

is the centre of what we do and 

what we teach our kids. 

We asked each of our kids 

what their guiding principles are - 

what they have learnt from us and 

how they live their lives  and this 

is what they said:   

Zoleka (12) plainly said, 

“Be Yourself” 

Yemurai (8) said, “Be 

kind and Respect your elders” 

And Garikayi (almost 5) 

said “Eat your Fruit and 

Vegetables”... 

My name is Nelisa (an 

isiXhosa name) meaning “To 

Fulfill”. I grew up in a Xhosa 

household in the traditionally or 

culturally known Zulu city of 

Durban. My family and I were 

outsiders living far far away 

from all our relatives.  

Being born in the late 

70s & growing up 80s in this 

country – being different was 

not always celebrated. Being 

different or the outsider is what 

shaped me and made me who I 

am today.  

There were a few aspects 

that bound us as a family: 

Our faith: I grew up in a 

Roman Catholic household. 

– the emphasis was to know

God and trust in Him.

The second was our language: 

my father had studied in 

Europe and spoke several 

languages - he would often 

encourage my brothers and 

I to learn other languages. 

My mother on the other 

hand, the proud Xhosa 

woman from Pondoland - 

would only ever speak (and 

still does to this day) Xhosa 

to me. Even though isiZulu 

and isiXhosa may not be too 

far apart - language and 

culture are often intertwined 

and work hand in hand. 

Looking back, it was perhaps 

my  

mother’s sense of owning her 

identity and passing it on to 

her kids 

The third aspect was about 

understanding who we were 

within this journey of life:  It 

has been touched on 

previously, but a clan name is 

what sets you apart from 

everyone else and links you 

to your ancestry. 

I belong to the Tolo clan; 

oDlangamandla. When my 

mother talks to me or when I 

am with my extended family 

- I am fondly referred to as

MamTolo or Tolokazi (the

female Tolo clan member).

Fast forward to the early 

2000s -  living the young adult 

life in Johannesburg - the 

multicultural melting pot. Where 

it actually didn’t matter who you 

were or where you are from. I met 

a young man in the same industry 

and he was my perfect fit. 

A perfect fit in that he 

had the same underlying values 

and principles I did, and this has 

been the corner stone to our 

relationship.  

I always describe the 

joining of our two families as a 

very spiritual joyous occasion 

filled with love and respect for 

each other.  

Nelisa’s aunts embracing 

my aunts, her uncles embracing 

Seeing with new eyes:

 A Lenten Journey

A family picture of the Furusa fam-

ily in Shurugwi their rural home-

land. 

The story of Nelisa & 

Tongai Furusa: 

http://www.stfrancisparkview.com/
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my uncles it really was a process 

of acknowledging and seeing 

each other and as beautifully put 

so well in Xhosa - Nelisa’s dad 

turned to my father amongst the 

singing and the laughter and said 

to him “Mlingani”, which means 

“my equal” and so it is with this 

love and respect that we have 

raised our children.  

.We soon realized that 

identity and knowing who they 

were was something we wanted to 

teach them from a young age. Our 

children often travel to Zimbabwe 

and we have made it a priority 

that they visit and know our rural 

home in Shurugwi where my 

grandfather lived and died. This is 

our roots, where we are from as a 

broader family of Furusas and so 

ultimately where we make them 

understand that they are from.  

These visits are always a 

joy for the kids as they often get 

amazed 

as to why 

so many 

people 

share 

their 

same 

surname 

in that 

area. We 

actually 

have a 

photograph of the kids standing 

outside a shop that says Furusa 

Supermarket  - they were so 

shocked to walk in and ask the 

owner who is the Furusa here? 

And she replied “I am.”  

This sense of a broader family 

and identity was reaffirmed in our 

clan name. Our totem being a 

Zebra is something the children 

grasped from a very you age. The 

girls I call Madhuve and Garikayi 

I call by our clan name Mubaiwa. 

They all respond and understand 

that I’m talking to them. This is 

the identity that is branded on 

them for the rest of their lives.  

Knowing that they are part of 

something bigger than themselves 

and that they know that they are 

part of a wider family.   

And it would be this wider 

family that we realized would be 

vital in supporting us in difficult 

times and always gives us a 

reference when sometimes we 

feel lost and directionless.  

I’m very grateful to St 

Francis as we have been able to 

bring our children up in a church 

that is very family orientated. Our 

children enjoy coming here and it 

is here in the Sunday school and 

the Friday Youth meetings that 

they learn the love of God. They 

interact with fellow Franciscans 

and bond in the love of God. This 

is where we all learn to  love the 

Lord God with all our heart, with 

all our soul, with all our mind and 

with all our strength.  

My name is Mthokozisi 

Sabelo Mbatha and this is my 

story. I was born on the 12th of 

March 1976, I was born in 

Baragwanath Hospital. I was born 

to Thandi Johanna Mbatha and 

Thamsaqa Jerold Mbatha. Both 

my parents were children of 

migrant labourers. My father was 

born in Kwa-Nongoma in Kwa-

Zulu Natal and my mother was 

born in Evaton in the Vaal. 

My paternal grandfather 

came to Johannesburg in the late 

1950’s or early 1960’s; he lived 

in the hostel as many migrant 

workers used to do in those days. 

My maternal grandfather was 

born in Sophiatown, and his 

family was later moved to 

Alexander. Although my maternal 

grandfather’s family was also 

from Nquthu in KZN, the family 

had been in Gauteng for much 

longer than my mother’s family. 

My parents were married 

in 1974, in what my mother has 

always and still describes as a 

fairy-tale wedding. However their 

fairy-tale was short lived, five 

years later my father and two of 

his brothers suffered capital 

punishment under the apartheid 

government. My father and 2 of 

his bothers were hung in 1979.  

When my father died he 

was only 32 years old, and my 

mother was only 29 years old 

when she became a widow. I was 

only 3 years old when this 

happened, as a result I don’t know 

my father and I have no 

recollection of him, as I was still 

too young remember anything. 

Needless to say, I was 

brought up by a single parent. I 

must also state that I was lucky in 

a way as I am a good example of 

that African saying that says, “It 

takes a village to raise a child”. 

My mother had a very strong 

support structure from her 

parents, as a result for the first 6 

years of my life I was brought up 

by my maternal grandparents. I 

only started living with my 

mother when I started school. 

There’s a funny story that my 

mother always tells what 

happened when I started living 

with her. The story is that I 

actually thought that grandmother 

was my mother and that my 

mother was my sister. I actually 

found out the hard way that she 

was my mother when I was 

dragged kicking and screaming to 

go and live with her. She tried to 

explain a number of times that 

she was actually my mother to no 

avail. However after some bribery 

with toys and other nice stuff, I 

very soon felt at home. I suppose 

the fact that I was the only child 

also helped.  

Zoleka, Yemurai and 

Garikayi standing outside 

the Furusa supermarket. 

The story of Mthokozisi 

Sabelo Mbatha: 
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At my grandmother’s  

house there were lot of us, almost 

all the grand children lived there 

as all our parents were working. 

The political violence was 

very rife, as a result some of the 

things we saw as kids are things 

that no one should see or 

experience in their lifetime.  

By the age of 12 years 

myself and my peers had 

already seen and been exposed 

to many dead bodies, that was 

not something that scared us 

anymore. 
Things were really getting 

out of hand in the old township 

where we lived, My mom took a 

decision to move to a newer 

township in Soweto. I guess this 

was her own way to protect us 

from what was happening around 

us. By this time I had a sister, she 

was only six years old when we 

moved.  

There was one thing that 

my mother has always been and 

still is passionate about, that is 

education. She always made 

reference about how education 

changed her life as she came from 

abject poverty. My mother was 

the first of 11 children, 4 girls and 

7 boys. She literally brought up 

her siblings. In 1984 my maternal 

grandmother passed away after a 

short illness and my grandfather 

passed away shortly after that, in 

1986. So growing up my mother 

always looked after two 

households.   

In the 2nd year of my 

tertiary education, at the Wits 

Technikon, now known as 

Johannesburg University of 

Technology, this is where I met 

the love of my life, Lynette 

Marera. I fell in love with this 

lady the first time I saw her and I 

have been in love with her ever 

since. This was in 1996, we first 

became friends and it was only in 

June 1998 that we started dating.  

When we started dating, I 

told her that she is going to 

become the mother of children 

and she didn’t believe me. Since 

we met I have a friend and a 

comrade, someone who I can 

confide in, someone who I could 

tell all my fears and worries to 

without her judging me. We dated 

for 6 years and then we were 

blessed with our firstborn Siyanda 

Botshelo Mbatha.  

We got married in 2008. 

In 2009 on the 25th of February, 

on my wife’s birthday, we were 

blessed with our first daughter 

Thandolwethu Reitumetse 

Mbatha. Our last born Khayelihle 

Basetsana Mbatha was born on 

the 16th of December 2012.  

It was very important for 

us to give our kids names that 

represented both our families and 

heritage. My wife is Motswana 

and I am uMzulu as I have 

mentioned before. I can safely say 

there’s no one in the world that 

knows me better than my wife  

does, she can immediately 

pick up if there’s something 

troubling me, even before I can 

open my mouth. She’s certainly 

my pillar of strength and the 

engine that keeps our family 

running. If you ask my kid who is 

the Boss, they will tell you that 

Mom is the Boss.  

My wife soon after the 

birth of last born Khayelihle felt 

that we needed to find a spiritual 

home, as it had been a year since 

we had moved up north from the 

South of Joburg, and we had not 

found a spiritual home. One day I 

just heard her say, we are going to 

church on Sunday, and I’ve found 

a church close by for us. We fell 

in love with the church, Father 

Tim and the whole congregation 

made us feel very welcomed. All 

our kids were baptised in the 

church in 2014. 

My wife is the reason I’m 

here today, for some time I had 

lost my way and stopped going to 

church especially after I had 

moved out of my family home to 

be on my own. My wife insisted 

that we find a spiritual home for 

our kids, especially after we had 

moved to this part of 

Johannesburg.  

Six months ago, I joined 

the St Francis family as the new 

Parish Administrator. I remember 

telling myself that I was here 

purely for work and this won’t be 

my real spiritual home. Little did 

I know that God had other plans 

for me.  

The office offers me an 

opportunity to be a small part 

in arranging functions that 

happen here, these range from 

funerals, music events, baptisms 

or even weddings.  

I have grieved and 

celebrated with this new family 

and I have few memories I will 

treasure for a lifetime.  

My favourite memory of 

them all has to be the 

Collambarium. I was going about 

my daily duties and I happened to 

follow Michael, our Caretaker, to 

put flowers in the Collambarium. 

I’m sure few Franciscans would 

know about this beloved room 

situated under the altar.  

Lau
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The story of Laurel 

Shiriyapenga:  
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Just as I stepped in, he 

said to me “Do you know that this 

room has dead people?” What a 

complete culture shock it was! 

From where I come from 

(Zimbabwe) Cremation is not a 

practice we follow, let alone 

having a special place for the 

ashes. Occasionally families visit 

the collambarium to visit their 

loved ones and it has since 

become a favourite place of mine, 

with so much meaning. 

St Francis has a healthy 

mix of groups that do ministries, I 

have grown to love most of these. 

The friendships and community 

that is built is phenomenal. From 

social groups, like the knitting 

group, to environmental activists, 

like the Eco group, courses that 

change your life like the Advent 

course, Meditations and the Lent 

course upon us.  

St Francis is indeed a 

place to call home, an 

environment to listen and see with 

new eyes. 

My story will reflect on 

growing up and also raising a 

family having to consider the two 

aspects of tradition and religion 

across the borders. For all the 

modernisation that has come to 

Swaziland the people have their 

old age culture and traditional 

ceremonies.  

While other countries in 

Africa have readily accepted 

western ways of life, Swaziland 

has protected its traditional 

values. Tradition according to the 

African Bible is a means by 

which beliefs, customs, stories, 

laws, religious practices and other 

cultural phenomena are handed 

down from one generation to the 

next. The bible is in part a record 

of traditions.  

A family is the foundation 

or basis of society and the shape 

of society reflect the character of 

individual families.  

A family is where we start 

our life journey. I was a little girl 

the second born child of four 

children born of teacher parents.  

My dad was the first 

principal of the newly built 

national primary school to teach 

the royal household children in 

Lobamba, the resident home of 

the King and Queen mother. This 

is where my parents met and 

when they married both moved to 

an Anglican mission school. 

Various Christian missions in 

Swaziland established the first 

schools which provided a 

traditionally British – style formal 

education system. 

The first five years of my 

life were with my parents, when 

my dad decided to answer God’s 

call to priesthood. My dad went to 

the theological seminary in Alice 

in the Eastern Cape.  

My mother remained at 

the mission school where she was 

a teacher, also quite aware that 

when my dad finished his studies 

she would relocate.  

A decision was made 

that my brother and I be taken 

to stay with our maternal 

grandmother at Lobamba, the 

traditional royal capital. Least 

to say that my grandmother’s 

home was one of the royal 

traditional rural homes in the 

area.  

My grandmother was a 

very religious woman in the midst 

of a very traditional family that 

she had married into. She made 

sure that every evening we prayed 

together as a family and every 

morning she also prayed with us 

kids who shared her sleeping hut. 

She also made sure that we all 

attended Sunday services in our 

different church denominations. 

In Swazi tradition when a 

child is born, the child belongs to 

the entire family and community 

where one resides. The family has 

to make sure that the child is 

properly introduced so he/she can 

have a sense of belonging. My 

story summarises the meaning of 

Ubuntu, “humanity”. Humanity to 

others and also that I am what I 

am because of who we all are. No 

one can exist as a human being in 

isolation.  

Pictured below is Patience Dhlamini and 

her family.  

The story of Patience 

Dlamini: 
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St Francis  
Baroque Music Festival 

THURSDAY 10TH MAY 

APPLE GREEN CHAMBER 

ORCHESTRA 

Conducted by Tim Roberts, the Apple Green 

Orchestra will delight in the performance of 

popular pieces from the Baroque Period as 

well as some lesser known gems. 

These include works by Charpentier, Corelli, 

Handel, Vivaldi and Bach. 

The well-known Brandenburg Concerto II will 

also be performed. 

FRIDAY 11TH MAY 

JOHN REID COULTER 

Come and enjoy listening to John Reid 

Coulter, an expert  in Baroque performance, 

as he guides you through the world of the 

harpsichord with music from the Baroque 

Period. 

This is an interesting and informative way to 

learn more about the harpsichord. 

SATURDAY 12TH MAY 

BAROQUE MEDICINE 

Dr Adriano Duse, from the University of 

Witwatersrand Medical School, will give a 

talk on the state and understanding of 

medicine by its practitioners in the 17th and 

early 18th centuries.

SATURDAY 12TH MAY 

EATING IN BAROQUE TIMES 

Bread and beer were part of the staple diet 

during the Baroque period with only the 

wealthy being able to afford meat, rice, fruit 

and sugar.  

Join us in the Church Hall where we will 

serve a delicious finger lunch consisting of  

sausages, crudités, cheese, mini quiches, 

small bread rolls and some fresh fruit. And a 

glass of wine, of course! 

10th -13th May 2018 
46 Tyrone Avenue, Parkview 

7:30PM 7:30PM 

11:00AM 12:30PM 
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SUNDAY 13TH MAY 

SUNG EUCHARIST 

Join us for a Choral Eucharist where a 

Festival Choir will lead the worship service 

singing works by Zelenka & Handel. Please 

be seated by 9.10am to rehearse the Hymns 

with Choir and Congregation! 

ORGAN RECITAL 

St Francis Anglican Church has one of the 

finest organs in Johannesburg.  Combine 

this with some of the finest Baroque music 

played by Wim Viljoen and you will enjoy a 

wonderful afternoon of organ music. 

TICKET PRICES:  

CONCERTS R140 

TALK R50 

LUNCH R150 

CONTACT: Louise on  

083 275 7072 

OR 

louise.frahmarp@gmail.com 

www.baroquefestival.co.za 

www.facebook.com/baroquefestival/ 

7:30 PM 

RICHARD COCK AND THE 

CHANTICLEER SINGERS 

South Africa’s leading Chamber Choir, The 

Chanticleer Singers, cinducted by Richard 

Cock, will weave their magic, singing works 

by Bach, Handel and Purcell. 

SUNDAY 13TH MAY 

SATURDAY 12TH MAY SATURDAY 12TH MAY 

3:30 PM 

OF VIOLINS AND VIOLAS 

Elmarie van der Vyver and Tiisetso Mashishi 

will delight with the music of J S Bach and 

William Flackton while showcasing the 

wonderful Baroque Viola. 

9:30 AM 3:30 PM 

CHORAL EVENSONG 

This contemplative service is a wonderful 

way to begin the week. 

 A Festival Choir will sing the Magnificat and 

Nunc Dimittis by Purcell. 

SUNDAY 13TH MAY 

5:00 PM 

The Baroque Music Festival is one of the 

major fundraisers for the parish this year. 

Please assist us in publicizing this event 

amongst family and friends. We look forward 

to having you join us! 

http://www.baroquefestival.co.za
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.ontherocksma.com/images/square_icon-facebook.png&imgrefurl=http://www.discoverydeep.org/discovery-deep-press-releases/2016/9/12/qjbrujww9t2a62pvmrn6nfpqwdswym&docid=BDbPheUT8YreKM&tbnid=8mLKUjOTNRw_vM:&vet=10ahU
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Below: This years Shrove Tuesday 
which took place on 13 Feb 2018 
was well supported with parishioners 
bringing all sorts of sweet and savory 
fillings. 

Left:View of crucifix from the
Lady Chapel 

Above: The men from the parish took it upon themselves to make 
the delicious pancakes served on the evening of Shrove Tuesday.



23 

March 2018 

Diana  Lawrensen  during her 

ordina-tion to Priesthood, held on 

the 27th January 2018 at St Mary’s 

Cathedral.   

Left and Below: The baptism of Sofia Elizabeth 

Meirotti took place on 11 February 2018. The 

joyous occasion was celebrated by friends and 

family of Melanie and Valentino Meirotti.  
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A warm welcome to the newly 

elected Parish Council of  

St Francis of Assisi Parkview 

A picture showcasing the newly elected Parish Council  

Seated:  Valentino Meirotti, Patience Dhlamini, Sue Jordaan, Lesley Henderson and Janet Magner. 

Standing from left to right: Nelissa Furusa, Jodie-lee Botha, Sabelo Mbatha, Mike Honnet, Darryl 

McMul-len, Paul Germond, Diana  Lawrensen  and Val Archer. 




