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My dear Franciscans 

 

Our Lent Course, People of the Way, draws to its 

conclusion on Palm Sunday.  We have reached 

Jerusalem, the destination of Jesus’ journey.  And 

what unfolds this Holy Week is a symbolic, liturgical 

remembering of the events of the week that led to 

Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

 

From the outset of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus is “on the 

way” to Jerusalem. He calls his disciples to follow him 

on this way. And the destination of the way, for Jesus, 

for his disciples then, and for us, his disciples now, is 

Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the place in which he will 

finally confront the religious and social structures of 

exclusion, structures which he has been, in teaching 

and practice, overturning on the Way to Jerusalem. 

 

In this final confrontation with the religious and 

political elite of Jerusalem, he will be put to death, 

only to rise in a demonstration of the power of God’s 

intervention in the world, of God’s inclusive love and 

radical grace. In contrast to the systems of exclusion 

based in the temple system, the religious and social 

elite, and the political structures of the day, Jesus has 

proclaimed and demonstrated a gospel of inclusion. 

No one is denied entry into this Kingdom; all are 

invited into the presence of God.  

Continued on the next page.. 

3. Easter Rising      pg. 4 
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This message and practice of 

radical inclusion exposes the 

dominant ideologies and power 

configurations as bankrupt 

legalisms, corrupt and unjust, 

rejecting the very God they 

purport to represent. Jesus calls 

us as his disciples to follow him 

on the Way to Jerusalem and to 

live and work as a community of 

disciples to bring his message of 

radical inclusion to our world 

today. We are to enter our 

contemporary Jerusalem's as 

Jesus did, to fulfil his call to be a 

community of radical 

acceptance and love: “by this 

will all people know that you are 

my disciples, that you love one 

another as I have loved you.” 

 

Arrival in Jerusalem is the 

fulfilment of the Way. It is the 

destination that Jesus and his 

disciples have been journeying 

to. Unlike them, we know what 

will happen in Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem is the place of 

conflict, death and resurrection. 

Jesus confronts and challenges 

all systems of exclusion. Jesus’ 

confrontation with the religious-

political elite leads to his 

crucifixion. But Jesus rises from 

death. Jerusalem - the place of 

death and resurrection - is the 

destiny of all who are on the 

Way.  We daily live in our lives 

the death and resurrection of 

Jesus. 

 

May you all have a blessed Holy 

Week. 

Paul 

On the 22nd of February 2019, St Francis 

hosted a special dinner to welcome all the 

new members who have recently joined the 

church. The event was well supported, with 

long standing members of the parish joining 

in the festivities. 14 new members attended.  

A light meal was provided along with a 

welcome message from Paul and an 

opportunity for members to learn more 

about the church they now attend. A big 

thank you to all who attended as well as 

those who provided all the eats.  
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Our faith is enriched by knowing 
how People of the Way lived in 
the first few centuries after Jesus 
walked the earth.  How did these 
early Christians practise their 
faith that might be helpful for us 
who follow today?   
 
When we speak of Celtic 
Christianity, we think of those 
fifth  and sixth century Christians 
who lived in remote parts of 
Scotland, Wales and Ireland and 
lived each day trusting in the 
goodness and creativity of God 
as manifest in what they called 
“the Cathedral of Earth and Sea 
and Sky.”   
 
Known for their love of poetry, 
music, storytelling and intricate 
art, the Celts understood God to 
be present in all things.  It is not 
to say they denied that people 
were deeply flawed but sin was 
not their starting point.  Rather 
as people, our place of 
homecoming is knowing that we 
are created in the image of God.   
Sin might obscure or distort but 
this essence is not erased.   
Gratitude, greatness and 
provision are constant reminders 
in the created world of the 
artistry and wonder of the 
Creator.   
 
The Celts did not worship nature 
but believed the natural world to 
be an ongoing manifestation of 
God. They have much to teach us 
about caring for the earth with 
tender appreciation and 
respectful partnership. 
 
As we celebrate the joy of the 
Resurrection of Jesus and the 
pivotal hope this shares with us 
and the world, an empty cross is 

intersection.  

The circle is life. All of life is 

held together in God: Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. The central 

dome is both a beginning and 

an end, a tomb and a womb.    

This is the Good News.  In life 

we are born into Holy 

possibility on earth and in 

death we are welcomed into 

eternity.   

May Joy of Resurrection 

remain with you always. 

 

 

revealed. The Celts were a 
resurrection people. Their 
crosses almost never carried 
images of the crucified Jesus. 
Rather they were engraved 
with symbols of intricate life 
and stories from scripture.    
 
The towering stone crosses 
were used as a statement of 
faith saying, “I believe in a God 
who lives, who conquered 
death and reigns as the High 
King of Heaven. Come, I will 
share this joy with you.” 
 
At the Centre of the Celtic cross 

is a circle enclosing a raised 

dome at the point of 
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Youth ministry at St. Francis has 
been up and running from the 
18th of January 2019.  Our youth 
community is growing closer to 
each other and to the not so 
new youth pastor, Fabian. Youth 
nights are filled with a mixture 
of fun, faith and unity. Young 
people live busy day to day lives 
with school, family, and extra-
curriculum activities.  
 
So, our youth nights enable 
them to reflect on the week they 
had and also have some fun time 
in a safe space. Youth is also a 
platform for them to learn and 
grow in their faith. Living out our 
Christian values will be a 
significant theme during the 
course of the year. Our 
community has not declined in 
number but we haven’t really 
increased either.  
 
Therefore, we are appealing to 
families within the Franciscan 
community to bring the kiddies 
and youth through on a Friday. 

Junior youth, known as Spark 
(from ages 6-11) is from 4pm-
6pm and senior youth, known 
as Fire (ages 12-18) is from 6pm
-8pm. All are invited to attend 
our Youth Talent Show event on 
the 24th of May 2019. More info 
to follow… (Its going to be 
awesome).  
 

We are still using the interim 
name “Children’s Church” until 
we establish our new name for 
our Sunday school ministry. All 
is well with our young disciples.  
Children’s Church provides the 
platform for children to interact 
with each other at Church, 
whilst still participating in the 
liturgy and learning the Gospel 
message. At the end of the 
service, children and their 

parents can discuss the same 
message being taught on their 
way home. We celebrated our 
first family service for the year 
on the 31 March 2019. It went 
well and the children were 
active participants of the 
service.  
 
All in all, the children are happy! 
We are still in need of two new 
teachers. Any members of the 
community with the love of 
children and passion to teach 
are encouraged to please join.   
 
During this Lenten season, both 
youth and children’s church 
have been journeying with the 
central theme of “People of the 
Way”. We will continue 
marching in the light of God. 
We will continue to move as a 
community of faith, hope and 
love.  
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Richard Cock and Chanticleer Singers 

We all know that South Africa is a water scarce country 

and our water resources are poorly managed. 

Urbanisation, mining and agricultural run-off, 

climate change and invasive species like Water 

Hyacinth turning our water bodies anaerobic, are 

major threats to the protection and maintenance 

of our water resources. 

So, with National Water Week just finished, we 

should be thinking about what we can do to 

contribute to more effective water management 

and water saving.  

One thing we can all do, is be water wise in our 

gardens – we hope the following tips on water 

wise gardening will help you to review your 

gardening practices. 

1. Water wise plants: Water wise plants share 

characteristics that make them water efficient. 

These include: 

 Small or needle-like leaves. This leaf shape 

minimises the surface area from which 

water is lost by evaporation. Examples are 

ericas, most acacias, rosemary, origanum 

and thyme. 

 Small number of leaves. Some plants reduce 

moisture loss by shedding their leaves in dry 

seasons or even doing without leaves 

altogether. Examples are acacias, buffalo 

thorn and the karee tree. 

 Grey foliage. Light-coloured foliage reflects 

the sun’s rays away from the plant, keeping 

it cooler and reducing moisture loss. 

Examples are lavender, artemisia, arctotis 

and giant honey flower (Melianthus). 

 Hairy leaves. The hairs slow air movement 

past the stomata and consequently reduce 

moisture loss. Examples are silver tree, 

lamb’s ear, beach salvia and helichrysum. 

 Succulent leaves. The thick fleshy leaves 

store water for use as required. Examples 

are crassulas, aloes, echeverias and vygies. 

 Closing leaves. The leaves of some plants 

close when they are water-stressed. This 

reduces the surface area exposed to 

sunlight and consequently reduces moisture 

loss. Examples are acacias, Jerusalem sage 

and rock rose. 

 Waxy leaves. A waxy coating helps to reduce 

water loss. Examples are Indian hawthorn, 

euonymus and kalanchoe. 

 Sturdy internal structures. Water wise 

plants have strong internal skeletons which 

support the leaves and prevent wilting 

during dry seasons. Examples are strelizia, 

agaves, restios and New Zealand flax. 

 Volatile oils in the stomata. This is common 

in plants from the Mediterranean, with its 

hot dry summers. The volatile oils are often 

scented; and they give protection against 

moisture loss. 

2. Grey water recycling: Grey water is used water 

from the sinks and bathrooms that can be 

recycled to flush toilets and water the garden. It is 

relatively simple to do; but grey water users 

should also switch to biodegradable natural 
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products (soaps and dishwashing liquid) to protect 

the integrity of the soil.  

3. Rainwater harvesting: This is effective when 

you have a large surface area located in a high 

rainfall area. It allows you to store water captured 

from roofs and gutters for gardening in the dry 

season. 

4. Drip irrigation: Water is wasted through 

inefficient irrigation systems. Drip irrigation is 

effective because it delivers lesser amounts of 

water directly onto the root system so water is not 

lost through runoff or evaporation. If you have a 

succulent garden or a veld garden, there is actually 

very little need for irrigation.  This introduces the 

next point… 

5. Xeriscape succulent garden: Xeriscaping is a 

landscaping method that was developed in arid 

areas where stone and a succulent plants are 

used. A xeriscape is a very low maintenance 

garden -- it will actually die from over-watering. 

There is a difference between water-wise (drought

-tolerant) and desert-adapted (Xerophytic) 

plants. Xerophytic plants cannot handle too much 

watering; water-wise plants can survive lengthy 

periods without water but thrive when water is 

plentiful. If you don’t want to commit to 

xeriscaping, indigenous plants still use less water 

than exotic plants. 

6. Mulching. It takes some time to wrap your head 

around this one; but leave the leaves in the 

flowerbed! Gardeners’ mind-sets need to change. 

Instead of forking the beds to add definition, 

rather use natural mulches (wood chips and 

leaves) to add texture, definition and hold water. 

Mulch holds water in the soil and helps develop 

the soil quality; bare earth is an ecological 

problem and continual turning of the soil is bad for 

root development and soil biodiversity. 

7. Invasive plants. Don’t waste water on 

invasives! Invasive plants compete with local flora 

and consume excessive amounts of water without 

offering any ecological services to the local 

environment.  So why have them? South Africa 

has a diverse array of indigenous plants to choose 

from and it home to one of the six Floral Kingdoms 

of the world. South Africans have inherited exotic 

plants from colonial history and our optimal 

climate has allowed them to thrive, which is bad 

news for our water supplies.  

Invasive plants This link will take you to a 

comprehensive list (with photographs) of invasive 

plants found in South Africa.  

http://www.invasives.org.za/plants/plants-a-z
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background that we have to offer 

hope both to the church and 

society, because as Christians we 

cannot separate our involvement 

in the two. He reminded us that 

the period of Lent was a time to 

spend meditating and reflecting 

on the good news of Jesus Christ. 

It is a time to take a step back and 

recognize our shortcomings and 

recommit ourselves – to be the 

image of the invisible God of love.  

So often we forget that God is 

love!  We need to remind 

ourselves in our daily lives, in a 

tangible way, of the ever-living 

and loving God.  He said it was 

important 

(Summarized by Cynthia Botha. The 

full text is available on the St Francis 

website 

www.stfrancisparkview.com)  

In his pastoral letter to the Diocese 

of Johannesburg in February (just 

before the beginning of Lent), the 

Bishop reminded the diocese that it 

is the same Christ who has been 

with South Africa always.  Through 

the period of Apartheid, the 

celebration 25 years ago of our new 

democracy and even up to today – 

the same Christ walks with us as we 

journey through the 40 days of 

fasting.  

He lamented the state of both the 

private and public sectors where 

business resulted in the wellbeing of 

the few rather than the many.  The 

Commissions of Inquiry have 

brought to the surface the 

corruption of both ministers and 

offers of the state and have left us 

felling helpless and taken for 

granted.  A sad reality is that this 

situation is also seen in the Church!  

The bishop sent on to say that he 

sadly had to deal with leadership 

issues in parishes which were often 

a mirror of the greed for power, 

money and influence which we 

were seeing in society. 

He spoke of the gap between what 

we confess and what we do in our 

Church.  This is similar to the 

promises of politicians to us as 

citizens and what they really do and 

deliver in practice. 

He reminded us that it is against this 
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South Africa both can happen. 

Our diverse microclimates 

allow for the production of 

different types of wine, 

however climate change poses 

a threat to these conditions. 

For example, droughts and 

floods have a massive impact 

on the production of grapes for 

wine, and both are likely to 

increase in future.  

Then there is the question of 

environmental sustainability. 

In Europe and Britain 

especially, there is a shift 

towards purchasing organic 

and bio-dynamic wines.  

Political and economic 

uncertainties also must be 

faced. South Africa’s weak 

currency has been good for the 

export market prices, but this 

is not a sustainable financial 

model.   

Uncertainties within the 

country that are already being 

Wine has been made in South 

Africa since the Dutch first 

arrived in the seventeenth 

century. This is the oldest 

country of the ‘new world’ to 

produce wine. At present the 

industry is facing a growing 

number of challenges, but there 

are also opportunities.  

At the first ParkViews of this 

year, speaker Harry Melck, a 

chartered accountant by 

profession and Head of the Cape 

Wine Academy, spoke about how 

he aims to revitalize wine 

education in South Africa, while 

remaining true to its legacy.  

In his talk, Harry focused on 

some of the major challenges 

facing the industry, one of which 

is climate change. Grapes for 

wine need to be ‘sugar ripe’ 

which requires heat, as well as 

having ‘phenolic ripeness’ which 

comes from time on the vine. In 

faced include the possibilities of 

land expropriation. There are 

also issues such as theft and 

violent crime. All of this raises 

the cost of wine farming and can 

be seen in declining re-

investment into the land, and a 

shrinking in the number of 

hectares dedicated to grapes for 

wine.  

South African wines are so 

diverse that we are not 

internationally known for any 

particular wine. So far, we have 

been riding on our diversity. 

There is a need for a degree of 

specialization. Only time will tell 

if South African wine producers 

are able to develop strategies to 

deal with these challenges and 

opportunities, while still 

producing the quality wine that 

is enjoyed globally. 
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Following the success of  last year’s Baroque 

Music Festival, it was decided to have a follow-up 

one in 2019. 

 

A lot of work goes into organizing an event of this 

nature: what is a good time of the year? What 

about School and other holidays? Make sure that 

the preferred date does not clash with other 

events? Select the orchestras, choirs and 

individual musicians that are of a high calibre. 

Discuss with them what works they like to 

perform and make sure there are no “duplicates”. 

Organize the program so that there is an exciting 

mix of music composed by various composers of 

Baroque music. Designing/printing the flyers and 

posters. The list goes on! 

  

Then there are, of course, the negotiations about 

the remuneration and trying to find sponsors for 

the concert. It costs R200.000 to organize the 

Festival. 

  

SO…….! Everything was organized, everybody 

booked and committed, flyers printed etc. etc. 

AND THEN: the possibility of load shedding reared 

its disruptive head. 

 

We could, of course, disregard this reality, and 

cancel the concert on very short notice, after 

many people might already have booked seats….. 

What about reimbursing these people? What 

about paying the musicians? With what money? 

What about generators? What about this and 

what about that? We simply could not run that 

risk. Plus that we felt we had to retain our 

credibility for when we may organize another 

Festival next year…..! (without loadshedding!) 

  

After a lot of toing and froing we had no option 

but to reduce the number of concerts. The 

Chanticleer concert on Tuesday evening 7th May 

will now take place under candle light, and the 

Apple Green concert is rescheduled for Sunday 

12th May at 3PM when we don’t need electricity. 

  

We now ask you to support the Concerts and to 

invite your family and friends to join you to this 

Festival which, hopefully, will be an ongoing 

annual event of the St.Francis calendar. If you are 

not totally sure what Baroque music is: come and 

be introduced to it and ENJOY IT!  
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The Baroque sound 

In a practical sense, there are 

some truly defining 

characteristics in the Baroque 

period that mark it out from 

what came before or after. You 

can expect to hear a lot of 

harpsichord, for one, but more 

generally, the main 

progression that came as the 

Renaissance period turned into 

Baroque is the emergence of 

more modern harmony. 

By harmony, we mean the 

combination of more than one 

note at the same time, and 

baroque composers like Bach, 

Handel and Vivaldi just made it 

that bit more accessible. 

Baroque instruments 

Though many instrumental 

developments were made in 

the baroque period, there's 

one rather large, keyboard-

shaped shadow cast over all of 

them - by the harpsichord. 

You'll hear its distinctive 

plucked sound all over pieces 

from the period. 

Aside from the omnipresent 

Where it began.. 

Generally speaking, the Baroque 

period is when the orchestra was 

born, opera kicked off in a big 

way and the concerto gave 

soloists the chance to properly 

show off. From the period's 

beginnings in the early 1600s to 

when the Classical period style 

began to take over in the mid 

1700s, the sound of the Baroque 

period remained distinct - 

ordered, ornate and increasingly 

emotive as the period went on. 

The viol (or viola da gamba) first 

appeared in Spain in the late 

15th century. Viol consorts were 

very popular in England with 

composers such as Henry Purcell, 

William Byrd and Tobias Hume.  

In addition, the viol was used in 

orchestras and chamber music 

groups until the 18th century, 

where it was cultivated among 

courtly society as a solo 

instrument. Composers such as 

Marin Marais, Bach, Telemann, 

Forqueray, Händel and CAbel 

wrote lots of virtuoso music for 

it. 

harpsichord, the baroque period 

also contained several 

hangovers from the Renaissance 

period, including recorders, 

viols, lutes, flutes and a whole 

range of string instruments that 

gradually fell out of use. 

Baroque pieces 

Religious music was a huge part 

of the Baroque period, but it 

took composers like Handel and 

Bach to make them into 

emotional, human experiences. 

Huge, towering works in the 

sacred Baroque canon include 

Bach's St Matthew Passion and 

Handel's Messiah. 

There are so many landmark 

pieces in the Baroque repertoire 

that it's difficult to pick just one, 

but if pushed, we'd go for 

Vivaldi's The Four Seasons. Not 

only is it a beautiful and 

evocative piece of music, but it's 

also a perfect representation of 

the increasing poetic power 

Baroque music was aiming for.  
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At a Sunday morning service, the Rector Paul Germond spoke 

to the appeal for aid for the Cyclone Idai disaster.  We have 

shared information about this appeal via handouts in church, 

on the website as well as on our Facebook page. Here we 

detail more about the disaster and what we as Franciscans 

have been doing and can do to help.   

 

The greatest humanitarian disaster in the history of Southern 

Africa is unfolding in central Mozambique, eastern Zimbabwe 

and southern Malawi.  Hundreds of thousands of people have 

lost their homes. The death toll rises. As of Saturday, at 

least 746 people had been reported killed by the storm, the 

flooding it caused and heavy rains before it hit. Entire villages 

and small towns have been submerged under vast swaths of 

flooding, others cut off by landslides and destroyed bridges in 

the highlands.  Infrastructure has been devastated: clean 

water and electricity supplies wrecked and hospitals, clinics 

and schools destroyed.   

 

The Bishop of the Anglican 

Diocese of Lebombo, 

Mozambique, the Right Revd 

Carlos Matsinhe, writes “In the 

other districts that have been 

affected we have no information 

about the safety of our 

members because these districts 

remain isolated without any 

kind of communication. 

 

“What we imagine is that since 

most of our outstation churches 

are made of local bricks and 

mud and roofed either with 

grass or zinc sheets, like the 

houses of the population, they 

will have been destroyed. 

“In Chimoio, one of our concrete 

church buildings, the Holy 
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Family Church, is one of the 

accommodation centres. Around 

this church 58 houses were 

destroyed, and 48 families found 

accommodation in the church.  

 

“The electricity grid has been 

pulled down by the cyclone and 

there is no running water. The 

population survives either by 

collected rain water or by water 

from open sky collection wells 

which can easily be 

contaminated. The sewerage 

system is not secure because the 

water level is up or above the 

surface. Human waste is likely to 

contaminate those sources of 

water and cause diarrhoea and 

cholera or other similar diseases 

that can be deadly at this time of 

human crisis that region.” 

 

At the Parish Council on Tuesday 

we decided to respond both to 

the crisis in Mozambique, by 

donating R5,000 to The Anglican 

Church of Southern Africa’s 

Disaster Relief Fund, and to the 

crisis in Zimbabwe, by donating 

R5,000 to the Cyclone Idai 

Appeal through #Hararehelps 

Highlands Presbyterian Church, 

Harare.  

 

We are also the collection point 

for the Parkview Area for the 

Zimbabwe appeal.  Most 

international aid agencies have 

been denied entry to Zimbabwe, 

including Gift of the Givers. So critical aid to Zimbabwe needs to 

come through local Zimbabwean channels such as these. 

 

We are asking you to respond: 

• by bringing donations to the Parish from the priority list 

below  

• by donating financially via an EFT marked Idai Relief or in an 

envelope marked Idai Relief.   

Bank Details: Bank: FNB   Account: St Francis Church Parkview 

Branch: Killarney 256 205 Account number: 50331107348 

Sharing this appeal on your networks and  among friends and 

family:  

• water buckets - preferably 

with tap  

• other types of big water 

containers for dispensing 

water 

• water purification kits 

• ORT (Oral re-hydration) 

sachets 

 

• Big cooking pots 

• bowls/plates (metal/

plastic) 

• Basic utensils  

• wooden spoons 

• big serving spoons 

• Tablespoons 

• basic kitchen knives 

• kettles (non electric)   

• mugs/cups (metal/

plastic) 

 

• rice     

• sugar 

• oil    

• soya chunks 

• tinned meats (not pork) 

please all cans to have a pull 

tab. 

• tinned baked beans  

• peanut butter 

• instant oats 

• 2 minute noodles 

• baby food - cereal 

 

• Soap    

• Vaseline 

• washing tubs   

• Ladies reusable sanitary pads 

• Toothbrushes and 

toothpaste  

• towels  

• Mosquito Nets 

• Mosquito Repellent 

 

• Solar Lamps 

• Gumboots 

• Spades    

• bhadza/hoes 

• Candles    

• lighters/matches 

• Clothes    

• shoes 

• blankets 
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Louis Botha was the first prime minister of the 

Union of South Africa. August 2019 marks the 

centenary of his untimely death. Winston 

Churchill said of him when he died that he had 

been one of the great men of the world.   

Botha was a big-hearted and generous man in his 

dealings with all. During his lifetime and after he 

inspired respect and devotion. But some came to 

regard him with animosity and hatred. Today he 

is all but forgotten.  

The author of a new biography of Louis Botha, 

Richard Steyn, gave an account of Botha’s life and 

reputation at the March ParkViews. Richard 

practiced as a lawyer, and later edited The Natal 

Witness and after that The Star. He has published 

the bestsellers Jan Smuts: Unafraid of Greatness 

(2015) and Churchill and Smuts: The Friendship 

(2017).  

Botha was born in 1862 near Greytown in what 

was then the colony of Natal. He had little formal 

education, and was taught by his parents, the 

church and the occasional itinerant teacher.   

Botha’s life and work can be described in four phases. 

In the first there were his brilliant military 

achievements in the Anglo-Boer War. As with his 

schooling, Botha had no formal military training, but in 

the early stages of the war, during the siege of 

Ladysmith and with the British attempts to relieve the 

siege, he displayed very considerable tactical skill and 

instinct against much larger British forces. There was, 

in particular, the notable British defeat at Spion Kop.   

The ending of the war marks the start of the next 

stage in Botha’s career: that of peacemaker. Botha 

and Jan Smuts strove for reconciliation and unity 

between Afrikaans and English speakers, and they felt 

that this could best be achieved within the British 

Empire. If Smuts was the architect of union in South 

Africa, Botha was the implementer.   

The third phase of Botha’s career is as prime minister, 

once the Union was formed in 1910. There were still 

formidable challenges to be faced, including 

further reconciliation of the white races, and 

coming to terms with the large black population. In 

1913 Botha’s government passed the Native Land 

Act, in line with British policy of the time, and 

designed to keep the black population within the 

bounds of tribal lands. This has, of course, been 

crucial in shaping the subsequent history of the 

country.  

The last phase of Botha’s career was as Dominion 

statesman. At the Versailles conference in 1919, 

Botha, already in failing health, spoke eloquently 

and passionately in favour of leniency towards the 

now defeated Germany. Sadly, this was to no 

effect.   

Louis Botha deserves a balanced assessment, one 

that takes account of his successes as well as his 

mistakes and failures. His achievements were so 

much greater than his faults.  
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https://www.amazon.com/Louis-Botha-Apart-Richard-Steyn-ebook/dp/B07H548HZS
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April 2019 

Claire Armstrong has retired from the roster of 

the 7:30am organist after playing for about 15 

years. The Parish expresses a huge thank you to 

her for her dedication and for sharing her musical 

talent with us for so many years. We wish her 

well for the future.  

The Mothers’ Union at St Francis are raising 

funds to send two or three of their members to 

the Mothers’ Union Conference to be held at St 

Gorges Hotel in Irene, Pretoria later this year. 

Please contact the parish office or one of the 

Mothers’ Union members if you would like to 

support this initiative.   

The MU is also planning on hosting a Clergy 

Appreciation day on the 18 May 2019, where 

they propose to spoil the clergy including the 

retired clergy.  

Wenzie Mgeyane 

Agnes Mashego 

Buddy Lawson 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 



 

16 

The Franciscan 

At the vestry meeting held on Sunday 17 March 2019, the parishioners pictured below were accepted as 
the new parish council and church wardens.    

With the funds raised through the Harvest 
Festival collection we were able to finally 
repair the beautiful rose window which 
overlooks the altar. After a closer look it 
was revealed that the putty keeping the 
window in place was soo old it was literally 
melting away.  
 
After a two week renovation, clean and 
refurb, the window looks as good as new 
and the light that now shines through it is 
simply magnificent.  


