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Paul Germond 

Over the four Sundays in late May and early June I 

preached a series of sermons entitled “God, Sex and 

the Bible”. It was the first time I had preached such a 

series, having previously researched, written, 

lectured, given talks and run workshops on matters of 

sexuality and religion over many years. Preaching on 

sex in such a concentrated fashion was a new 

experience for me, as it was, I believe, for the parish 

as a whole. I had to summon up a fair bit of courage 

to preach that first sermon, but with the series 

complete I am more convinced than ever of the 

importance of having conversations about sex that 

aim to understand sex and sexuality from a biblical 

perspective.      

I want to thank you, as a Parish, for being the safe 

space for such a conversation. There were some who 

found the topic not something they wanted to engage 

with, for a range of very legitimate reasons, and I 

recognize and affirm the diversity of views and 

sensitivities in our community. Others found it 

liberating and helpful. I was especially moved by the 

Continued on the next page.. 
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warm reception the series 

received from the 7:30 

congregation – you must be the 

most secure and curious 

collection of “venerables” on 

God’s good earth!   

The fundamental point of 

departure for the series, which I 

repeated frequently, is that God 

made us sexual beings, and, 

having made us, looked at 

everything that was created, and 

said it was very good! Our 

sexuality is a gift from God. And 

it is good. We are all sexual 

beings - whether celibate or 

active, single or in a relationship, 

young or old, widowed or 

divorced.    

Whatever our circumstance we 

have been created sexual beings 

by God - and God said it is very 

good. Too often our point of 

departure about sex and 

sexuality is negative. This is 

especially true in the church, 

where we seldom, if ever, talk 

about sex and sexuality, and 

when we do, sex is talked about 

in negative, legalistic ways.  

Our sexuality is one of the most 

important parts of our being, 

capable of giving us fulfilment 

and pleasure, giving us intimacy 

and companionship, and giving 

us families.  At the same time our 

sexuality can bring us great pain 

and shame.  It can be a burden, 

instead of a gift.  Instead of 

companionship we can find 

ourselves lonely and hurt, 

bewildered and scared, in what 

can be a chaotic world of 

messages and impulses. It might 

be that we are resigned to a life 

of unfulfilled needs and wants. 

Sex is too often abused for 

selfish needs, ripped from a 

healthy relational world it was 

created to be part of.   

Because of this, it is pastorally 

vital that we create in our 

community here at St Francis a 

place of safety and affirmation; 

a place where we share the 

Good News that God created us 

sexual beings, and that because 

of this, sex itself is 

fundamentally good. The Good 

News that in Jesus we find 

someone who was fully God, 

fully human and fully sexual, who 

can relate to our human 

condition in every conceivable 

way. And that he relates to each 

of us, in whatever way we are 

sexual, with unconditional love 

and mercy.  And we are already 

just such a community.   

May we all know the fulness of 

being in Christ, constantly 

growing into the image of God in 

which we were made, fully 

human and fully sexual. 

God bless us all. 

Paul 

If you missed the series of sermons entitled “God, Sex and the 

Bible” you can listen to the recordings on our Facebook page,   

St Francis Events.  
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On a recent retreat to Padre Pio Retreat Centre in 

Pretoria, I found this cactus among many lining 

the avenue you come along as you enter the 

centre.  I wondered as people of faith, followers 

of The Way, what we are invited to hold on to in 

the complex times in which we live? 

Rev Chris Ahrends, our retreat leader, offered 

some thoughts which guided this wondering. In 

the beginning… in the Garden of Eden, after the 

whirl, wonder and provision of creation, there are 

two trees at the centre of the garden, The Tree of 

Knowledge and The Tree of Life which God says 

Adam and Eve are not to eat from. As we know, 

they don’t listen and they do! They eat from The 

Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil and are 

expelled from Eden. Yet, while they are displaced 

physically, it is God who is displaced in their lives 

by their action. 

In some way, I think we who follow Adam and Eve 

hanker back to the Garden of Eden.  Our lives carry 

a holy desire to find our way  to that other tree in 

the centre of the garden, the Tree of Life which 

remains untouched. Each day offers many choices 

and replacements for God, not least of which is our 

own ego, our consuming sense of self, and yet, 

“Come Back to me,” says God over and over again 

especially in the Old Testament.    

And then, Jesus in John 10:10 says those words, “I 

have come so that they (us) may have life and have 

it in abundance.”   As we read the personal and 

particular words of the New Testament, so we find 

God in Jesus walking among us and showing us 

how to live. We are given a behavioural view back 

to that Tree of Life.  We are told through story, 

action and prayer: live with love, stand up for the 

under-dog,  practise what you preach, listen, 

challenge injustice, heal, choose varied friends, 
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enjoy creation, live into rules 

don’t make god’s of them, and 

above all stay connected to 

God.  We remember Jesus 

saying, “I am the vine, you are 

the branches. Those who abide 

in me and I in them bear much 

fruit, because apart from me 

you can do nothing” (John 

15:5).    

After an exemplary life, Jesus 

surrenders to an agonising and 

shaming death.  It is the 

ultimate act of relinquishment, 

letting go: a sacrifice of love in 

the face of grave suffering 

placing God at the very centre, 

“Yet not what I will, but what 

you will” (Mark 14:36b).    

Earlier Jesus said to his disciples 

(Matthew 16:24-25), “Whoever 

wants to be my disciple must 

deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me.  For 

whoever wants to save their 

life will lose it, but whoever 

loses their life for me will find 

it.”  Jesus shows us in his 

radical relinquishing of life to 

God that life returns.  Just as 

promised this happens in that 

Tomb garden.   

In John (20:17) it is Mary 

Magdalene to whom Jesus first 

appears and yet he says “Do 

not hold on to me, for I have 

not yet ascended to the Father. 

Go instead to my brothers and 

tell them.”  This is new life, 

resurrected life leading us back 

to the Garden of Eden. “Come, 

follow me,” says Jesus.   Do we 

hold on to that invitation that 

comes to each of us as surely as 

it came to the disciples? 

How do we keep ourselves 

being faithful followers of The 

Way, steadily stepping back to 

that untouched Tree of Life…

follow God’s invitation to the 

restoration of our whole 

selves?  We pray.  We know 

this but how?  Our Prayer Book 

says to the question, “What is 

Prayer? Prayer is responding to 

God, by thought and by deeds, 

with or without words (p.435)”.   

With this in mind, our whole 

lives can be a prayerful 

expression.  I like the “without 

words”...just being in God’s 

presence.    

Trappist monk Thomas Keating 

says, “Silence is God's first 

We have new purificator and levabos to use at 

the altar! Thank you so much to Margi Strever 

who made them and Susan Alexander who 

embroidered them. We are so blessed! 

language; everything else is a 

poor translation.”  Often it is 

easier to explore silence in 

God’s presence with others. 

Our monthly meditations occur 

on the fourth Saturday each 

month: 8.30 to 9.15.   Our 

Quiet Mornings offer even 

more silent time with God.  You 

are all welcome! 

I have a friend who uses the 

snooze time on her alarm to 

begin the day with two minutes 

before her eyes have even 

opened to be with God…in 

awareness more than words. 

She believes it enables her to 

hold on to what is important 

each day and let go of petty 

irritation and distraction.    

Hold on to God…show up to 

church, meditation, the Word 

and know we were created in 

love and God longs for us to 

find our way to share this in 

and with Him more completely 

each and very day in the 

inhalations and exhalation of 

our lives.  There is so much 

promise for the world in which 

we live in this! 
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Richard Cock and Chanticleer Singers 

Cyclone Idai, which began on March 4 and 

dissipated on March 21, was one of the worst 

tropical cyclones on record to affect Africa and 

the Southern Hemisphere. The long-lived storm 

caused catastrophic damage in Mozambique, 

Zimbabwe, and Malawi, leaving more than 1,000 

people dead and thousands more missing. Idai 

created the greatest humanitarian disaster in 

history in Southern Africa.   

Entire villages and small towns were submerged 

under vast swaths of flooding, others cut off by 

landslides and destroyed bridges in the highlands.  

Infrastructure was devastated, clean water and 

electricity supplies wrecked and hospitals, clinics 

and schools destroyed, and thousands of square 

kilometres of farmland destroyed.  Reconstruction 

of infrastructure and securing clean water and 

food is going to be a long-term struggle.  

Soon after Idai first struck, St Francis was 

approached to work with Highlands North 

Presbyterian Church in Harare and Miracle 

Missions to collect basic materials for distribution 

in eastern Zimbabwe.  We agreed, and soon had a 

system set up, with Alicia Siyasiya facilitating the 

collection of goods.  Donations soon were coming 

in and the Youth Room was filled to capacity.  

Caroline Kaschula, who is from Harare, 

coordinated the Gauteng collection from St 

Francis.   

Much work was required to sort, pack (clothes in 

large sacks – other goods in boxes) and label the 

donations.  Volunteers, many from outside the 

parish, did this work.  St Francis provided the 

collection venue, logistical support (a desk, laptop 

and internet access), some basic funding. 

Eventually, on the 4 May, the goods were loaded 

onto a 40-ton truck, and along with goods 

collected at other points in the area, left Joburg. 

After much difficulty, both at the border and 

within Zimbabwe, the goods arrived at their 

destination in Harare and were then distributed to 

the areas of need. 

Many thanks to all those who participated and 

contributed to the success of this project. 
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Bronwyn Tucker has just walked the Portuguese 

Camino to Santiago de Compostela in Spain. There 

are ancient pilgrim routes all over Europe which 

lead here to the place where the apostle St James 

is honoured.  This is his supposed burial place.  In 

recent years pilgrims are returning to these 

pathways as ways of reconnecting with God, 

themselves and others.   

The day after she completed the walk, Bronwyn 

became a grandmother for the first time to Finn 

Jack Nel, born to her daughter Victoria and 

husband Tim in Geneva.  Congratulations and 

many blessings! 

They have progressed at varying rates but have 

already played a few times at the Sunday 9:30 

service.  They do not have a group name yet, but I 

am toying with the name "Trumpets of the 

Lord".   More recently an adult has joined the 

group and is starting to learn.  As of today, I have 

bought a set of musical hand bells and would like 

to teach children how to play them.  Playing the 

bells should be much easier than playing the 

trumpet.  I am looking for about 4 to 6 children 

who would like to learn. 

Laura, one of the trumpeters had this to say 

of the group: 

“I play the trumpet because it's fun and an 

interesting instrument. I practice at least 3 

times a week. Mostly on Saturday morning 

and the difficult thing is breathing. I need to 

learn how to hold my breath. It will be fun to 

have friends, we can be like a band and I 

think St Francis Trumpet Crew will be a good 

name”.  

At the talent show in 2018, I decided to do 

something about passing on what limited musical 

talent I have, so I invited children to come for free 

trumpet lessons.  Since about August 2018 I have 

been teaching (as pictured below from left to 

right) Jean Cloete, Thandolwethu Mbatha, Laura 

Shiriyapenga and Khanye Mbatha. They have been 

coming for lessons at the church on Sunday 

afternoons.   
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southern African states. He 

began his talk by outlining 

some of the narratives that 

were widely expressed before 

the elections took place. One 

was that the ANC would win 

but with a reduced majority. 

This was hardly surprising since 

it was very clear that Jacob 

Zuma had become a major 

liability, and he had only 

recently been replaced as 

president. Another narrative 

was that the DA would win the 

Western Cape, but that they 

had their own problems, most 

notably relating to Patricia de 

Lille, the former mayor of Cape 

Town.  

It was also thought that the EFF 

would show whether they were 

more than just opportunistic 

‘hype’. There were prevailing 

views that Cyril Ramaphosa 

should be given time, and a 

sufficient majority, to make 

positive changes; that supporting 

any of the numerous small 

parties was a wasted vote; and 

that young South Africans do not 

care about the elections – more 

than 5 million of them did not 

register to vote.  

Turning to what actually 

happened, Grant noted that the 

ANC was supported by 57% of 

those who voted. However, with 

both the central parties in 

disarray it was not surprising 

that the more extreme groupings 

on the left and the right – the 

EFF and the Freedom Front – 

should gain support. The EFF 

grew to just over 10% of the 

vote: this was less than many 

had anticipated, but they did 

gain in all 9 provinces.  

And what of the future? The ANC 

is torn by factional fights, and is 

not internally coherent. Partly as 

a result, it also faces massive 

policy problems for which it has 

no clear solution: for example, 

the state-owned enterprises, 

most notably Eskom.  

In the years ahead it is likely that 

there will be coalition 

governments, first provincially 

and then at national level. The 

younger generation will bring 

new ideas and also a critical 

rethinking of old ones.  

What did we expect from this 

years general election? What did 

we get? These were some of the 

questions posed by Grant 

Masterson at June’s ParkViews.  

Never since 1994 has the South 

African voter enjoyed such a 

plethora of choice in who to cast 

their ballots for, and never has 

that choice felt so 

underwhelming for many voters.  

A mere 25 years after a 

generation of South Africans 

poured their blood and souls into 

the project of political 

emancipation, the most popular 

choice in the 2019 elections was 

to make no choice at all, whether 

by not registering to vote in the 

first place, or – if registered – by 

not voting.  

Grant Masterson is Programme 

Manager at the Electoral 

Institute for Sustainable 

Democracy in Africa (EISA). He 

has an MA in International 

Relations from Wits, and since 

2004 he has observed elections 

on 21 occasions in 14 east and Im
age C
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% of ACTUAL BUDGET ACTUAL Growth

Income Apr-19 Apr-19 BUDGET % Apr-18 2019 on 2018

OPERATING INCOME
DEDICATED GIVING 71% 492 488  549 945    (57 457)  -10,4% 495 925 -0,7%
COLLECTIONS AT SERVICES 8% 53 336    59 994      (6 658)    -11,1% 62 092   -16,4%
DONATIONS RECEIVED 7% 49 896    35 000      14 896   42,6% 15 462   69,0%
RENTAL INCOME and INTEREST RECEIVED 13% 90 009    99 378      (9 369)    -9,4% 92 303   -2,5%
FUND RAISING 2% 12 213    39 996      (27 783)  -69,5% 7 176      41,2%

INCOME - ORDINARY OPERATIONS 100% 697 942  784 313    (86 371)  -11,0% 672 958 3,6%

LESS OPERATING EXPENSES 105% 729 955  746 298    (16 343)  -2,2% 646 498 11,4%

LITURGICAL COSTS 18% 128 923  144 861    (15 938)  -11,0% 133 605 -3,6%

PARISH ADMINISTRATION 21% 148 111  158 136    (10 025)  -6,3% 142 721 3,6%

PROPERTY & EQUIPMENT 6% 43 783    25 875      17 908   69,2% 26 710   39,0%

STAFF COSTS 59% 409 139  417 426    (8 287)    -2,0% 343 462 16,1%

PROFIT/(LOSS) OPERATIONS -5% (32 013)   38 015      (70 028)  -184,2% 26 460   182,7%

EXTRA-ORDINARY INCOME ITEMS 19% 130 887  11 665      119 222 1022,0% 9 100      93,0%

DISCRETIONARY FUND- EASTER OFFERING 2% 16 690    10 000      6 690     66,9% 51 710   -209,8%

TRANSFER TO RECTOR DISCRETIONARY FUND -2% (16 690)   (10 000)     (6 690)    66,9% (51 710)  -209,8%

DONATIONS- FOR SPECIFIED PURPOSES 12% 82 887    11 665      71 222   610,6% 25 100   69,7%

JSA DONATIONS REFUNDED/(PAID) 7% 48 000    48 000   (16 000)  
TOTAL INCOME FOR THE YEAR 14% 98 874    49 680      49 194   99,0% 35 560   64,0%

PROVISION FOR TAXATION -2% (17 022)   (19 029)     2 007     -10,5% (20 767)  -22,0%

NET PROFIT / (LOSS) AFTER TAXATION 12% 81 852    30 651      51 201   167,0% 14 793   81,9%

VARIANCE to

On 21 April 2019, Easter Sunday, three churches in 

Sri Lanka and three luxury hotels in the commercial 

capital Colombo were targeted in a series on 

coordinated terrorist suicide bombings. 258 people 

were killed, and at least 500 were injured.  The 

church bombings were carried out during Easter 

services in Negombo, Batticaloa and Colombo, by a 

local militant Islamist group.  Christians across the 

world were shocked by these killings on the great 

festival of Easter, celebrating resurrection and life. 

On the morning of Tuesday 23 April, a Muslim 

woman came to St Francis.  She brought a beautiful 

bouquet of flowers (pictured) as a gift to the church 

with a message that read:   

To: Our Christian Brothers and Sisters.  

We share your loss and pain in Sri Lanka.  

#Hello brother.  

From the Saloojee Family 
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In this edition of the Franciscan we reach out to 

Church Warden, Cally Tuckey, to find out more 

about the lady who has shared so much of her 

time ministering at St Francis. 

I first came to St Francis about 16 years ago, 

quietly slipping into the back row, just to join in 

the Eucharist and then to leave before having to 

talk to anyone. Well that changed and I was 

slowly, delightfully and surely drawn into the St 

Francis community.  

I love St Francis because it feels like people care 

about one another. People are more important 

than doctrines or being orthodox – one can 

question any and every theological doctrine and 

it's OK.  And as I have a doctorate in theology, I 

value this freedom to question.  Also, I have found 

that in times of need and distress the clergy and 

the St Francis community, have been there to 

support, love and care. So, what I love is this 

combination of intellectual freedom and challenge 

and community and care. I also love the fact that 

St Francis cares for those outside the church and 

tries to help others. 

I work for an NGO called Flying Children where we 

train women who have creches in the informal 

settlements on the West Rand to run a good play 

based, educational programme. To do this we 

need to equip these centres with things such as 

toys, books, paints, scissors, blocks. Sometimes 

they have nothing and we are always grateful for 

any toys or children's clothes. I love this work as I 

believe a good pre-school basis will help children 

succeed not just at school but in life. 

I am passionate about issues of justice and 

education. In the turbulent late 70's and 80's I 

was the Johannesburg Diocesan youth worker. 

This involved training youth leaders, moving in 

and out of the townships and bringing young 

people together across racial and class divisions 

and supporting and visiting youth leaders in 

detention. I was involved in various social activist 

groups including the End Conscription Campaign. 

It was there I met Roger Johnson, my husband.  

Roger and I have been married for over 30 years 

and have a son, Matthew who is a computer boff 

and a daughter Naomi who is a doctor. I was born 

in Kimberly, then lived on a farm in the Eastern 

Cape before coming to Joburg when I was 7.  

I have swum Midmar mile 10 times and grown a 

prize marrow in my veggie garden. I love to travel 

and go to new places and enjoy being out in 

nature. Hence I chose a picture of me in the 

mountains.  
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On the 24th of May, the youth of our beloved 

community hosted a Talent Show. We had an epic 

night filled with joy and unity. The Talent Show 

serves as a platform for people to demonstrate 

their gifts and talents. In this way, we give thanks 

to God for giving us our unique gifts and 

capacities.  

Each person is unique and beautiful in their own 

special way. We must realize our own gifts, then 

allow them to grow and use them for building our 

community. Each person’s talent is an expression 

of worship to God.  

The Talent Show also served as a platform to 

support our children and Church. There was great 

spirit of community and love in the atmosphere. 

Every participant was cheered on and supported. 

We have followed the apostle Paul’s teaching that 

we should please our neighbours for their good, 

to build them up, instead of bringing them down 

(Romans 15:2).  

There were approximately 40 adults and 20 kids. 

The total amount raised was R3152. A very big 

thank you all who attended our event. Your 

support is truly appreciated. Thank to the youth 

for their hard work and dedication.  

All thanks and praises to God who makes all things 

possible for those who live in love (Romans 8:28). 

Next year’s event will be bigger and better!  

Cally Tucky, Bart Cox and Alicia Siyasiya (not pictured here) 
who were the judges of the Talent show.Fabian Oliver and Namanda Wanyama presenting 

the next item.

Revd Paul Germond praying in the dark while two members of 

the youth group shone a torch on him.

The St Francis Youth take the stage
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At St Frances we have two major recycling 

initiatives, placing paper and cardboard in the green 

Mpact Ronnie  bin in the driveway and creating eco-

bricks from 2 litre plastic bottles. Both initiatives 

are doing well as highlighted below. Please 

continue to keep supporting them.  

The Mpact Ronnie Bin is well managed and the area 

is kept tidy. The rate of filling up has decreased and 

we are now filling one Ronnie Bin approximately 

every two months. This could be due to the 

municipality now doing their own recycle pick-up in 

many of the suburbs.   

In 2018 we had seven collections from Mpact and 

were paid R796. So far in 2019 we have only had 

two collections for which we have been paid R244. 

While the amounts is not large, we are achieving the 

objective of recycling.  

Several weeks ago, St Francis launched the Solar 
Energy Appeal.  As a parish, we felt the need for 
solar as: 

 We are an EcoParish, committed to reducing
our environmental impact.

 Long term saving. The system will save us
around R8,500 annually at current costs of
electricity.  As the cost of electricity rises so
our saving on the electricity will rise.

 We keep lights on during load shedding. Solar
energy will allow us to power the offices (PCs,
printers, Wi-Fi and lights) for most of a day.

Solar Energy Appeal pamphlets are available at 
the back of the church.  Please fill in the response 
sheet and return it to the church, via Sunday 
Offering, at the Office or photograph it and email 
the picture. We would greatly appreciate your 
support in this initiative.  

Parishioners have actively embraced the ECO Brick 

Recycling project and are bringing many filled 2litre 

plastic bottles to church.  Some of the bottles are very 

well filled with plastic, packed down hard and 

weighing more than 2 kgs. Unfortunately quite a few 

are poorly filled necessitating some volunteers taking 

these home for further filling and firmly packed before 

they can be used as ECO Bricks.  We appeal to all to 

ensure that the ECO Brick is properly filled and 

weighing more than 2 kgs before bringing to the 

Church. To date we have probably supplied close to 

100 full eco-bricks to the project in Diepsloot.  

You will be interested to hear that the eco-brick 

concept is spreading around the world. 
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Sunday the 29th of September, St Francis will host 

our annual event at the Zoo. This year promises to 

bring something new. We encourage all to join as 

we walk amongst Gods creation and enjoy the 

fresh morning air.  

Stay tuned for more information! 

The Mother’s Union is humbled to report that 

through the raffle, R18, 252.30 was collected 

enabling all the MU members from our parish to 

attend the Diocesan Mothers’ Union conference to 

be held from 4-6 October 2019.  

Congratulations to Benjamin Harris pictured to the 

right with Doreen who purchased the winning 

ticket.  Second prize was awarded to Matthew 

Lawrenson while Ingrid Emmett walked away with 

the third prize.  

We thank every one for supporting the MU during 

this initiative. 

Thank you to all who have contributed to making 

our Social Outreach Programme at St Francis a 

success.  

This winter we have managed to collect 28 

blankets for the homeless. A special thank you to 

the Rotary club for their donation. We have also 

seen an increase in the number of attendees to 

the soup kitchen, the highest in one day being 42 

people. Our peanut butter sandwiches have also 

increased with a minimum of 300 sandwiches 

already handed out per week. 
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Early in May, the church was filled with the 

wonderful sounds of baroque music. Audiences 

responded enthusiastically to the concerts that 

took place on the 7th and 12th of the month. 

This was a significantly curtailed festival 

programme, and six other concerts had originally 

been planned. Because of the threat of power cuts, 

a decision had to be taken some eight weeks 

earlier, to cancel these performances. Electricity is 

needed, especially for the organ, it costs a good 

deal of money to organize, and there was an 

obligation to pay the orchestras. 

In the end we hosted the Chanticleer Singers, 

conducted by Richard Cock, in candlelight on the 

Tuesday evening, and the Apple Green Orchestra 

directed by Tim Roberts on the Sunday afternoon. 

The well-known Chanticleer Singers do not need 

much introduction and, as usual, they performed 

in style. One piece on their programme was 

Handel’s Dixit Dominus, as well as some other 

Baroque pieces, including works by Henry Purcell. 

For me, the weaving of voices singing this 

beautifully composed music, especially the ‘De 

Torrente in Via bibet’ in the Dixit, is totally 

extraordinary and heavenly, and I can listen to it ad 

infinitum! Subtle, sensitive and exciting – I 

suddenly realized I was smiling and wondered 

what a beautiful world we live in. 

The Apple Green Orchestra performed, among 

others, an Organ Concerto by Handel with Marnus 

Greyling as organist, Vivaldi’s Concerto for four 

Violins, as well as Bach’s Double Violin Concerto. 

Although some people sit back and relax when 

listening to classical music, I was sitting on the tip 

of my chair. The leader of the orchestra, violinist 

Camelia Onea, made her instrument SING! That 

may perhaps be a stale comparison; yet for me the 

playing was exceptionally beautiful, mesmerizing 

and memorable.  

Judging by the long, long applause, and the 

insistence on an encore by the audience, so did 

they. The people who missed the concert lost out 

on a truly amazing and inspiring afternoon of 

excellently performed baroque music. 

Hopefully the Baroque Festival in 2020 will be 

supported by many more Franciscans! Let us also 

hope that there will be a fuller programme for the 

Festival programme, with no threats to power 

supply.  
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July 2019 

Knitting happens at 10 every Thursday morning at 

St Francis in the Assisi room.  The knitting group is 

one of the most vibrant and dedicated groups at 

the church.  Filled with love, laughter, excellent 

coffee and much caring, the group also knits and 

crochets for The Baby Box Project.  Anyone is 

welcome to come, even for a morning: lots of 

wool, needles and teachers available!  

I share this about The Baby Box Project: 

We hope to spread love and affirm the value of 

every little person ever born, no matter the 

circumstances. Since our inception in April 2014, we 

have made 33 visits to Rahima Moosa Mother and 

Child Hospital, and personally delivered over 1325 

boxes during that time. 

Our policy of a personal handover is part of the 

transfer of hope to the moms; to be heard, to be 

treated with kindness, and the dignity of receiving 

new baby clothes. Our message is always the same, 

this might not be an easy road; but "you are not 

alone" there is a God who sees you and there are 

people who care.  When we talk about the number 

of boxes we have delivered, it’s not just cold 

statistics, each box translates into a little life, a 

mother, a family who has hopefully been impacted. 

http://colabfoundation.org.za/colabpartners/the-

baby-box-project/ 

Some of our regular knitters: Jan, Louise, Danny, 

Annemarie, Jenny and Susan and a beautiful pile 

just before collection.  

On the 28th of April 2019, Tsungi Ngwenya joined 

the Mother’s Union during the heart warming  

9:30 service. Joyful singing filled the church as 

members of the Mothers Union commenced with 

the traditional robing ceremony for new 

members.  

Congratulations to Tsungi Ngwenya. We wish you 

all of the best on your special journey.  

http://colabfoundation.org.za/colabpartners/the-baby-box-project/
http://colabfoundation.org.za/colabpartners/the-baby-box-project/
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The Franciscan 

On Saturday the 18th of May, the Mothers 
Union had a thanksgiving service and lunch 
for the Clergy of the Archdeaconry to thank 
them for their ongoing support and ministry.  

On the 1st of June 2019, John and Sue 
Alexander celebrated 60 years of marriage. 
To celebrate they shared a heart warming 
lunch with friends and family in the St 
Francis Ellis Herbert Hall.  
 
Also celebrating is Niel and Val Archer with 
46 years of marriage as well as Michael and 
Doris Vermoten celebrating 69 years of 
marriage.  
 
We wish you all many more years of 
blessings, joy and happiness together.  

A kind reminder that we have a Votive 
candle stand as well as a prayer request box 
and encourage parishioners to light a candle 
for a specific prayer need. We also have a 
book at the back of the church should you 
need to contact the parish staff.  




