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Two days ago, on 9 December, a delegation led by the 

World Council of Churches (WCC) general secretary 

Olav Fykse Tveit met with president Cyril Ramaphosa 

and cabinet ministers in in Boksburg. 

This high-level delegation, with 16 representatives 

from all over the world, is in South Africa from 7-12 

December.   

The visit is aimed at learning about two critical 

matters in South Africa: gender-based violence and 

femicide; and incidents of violence toward foreign 

nationals. 

That global Christian leaders making this level of 

commitment, underlines not only the importance that 

we as a Parish continue to address gender-based 

violence beyond the 16 Days of Activism, which ended 

on 10 December, but tells us that we are not alone as 

a Parish, the global Church is as deeply concerned 

about the crisis as we are.   

As Christians we are called to be engaged with the 

hard and often harsh realities that bring suffering and 

pain to untold numbers of people in our society.  Our 

Christianity must never be divorced from these 
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realities. It will be of great help 

to us, in this task, to be sober 

and clear-eyed about the harsh 

conditions in which Jesus was 

born.  

I have spent enough time 

in stables in Lesotho (my 

doctor father went to do 

clinics in the mountains on 

horseback) to know that a 

stable in the rural 

backwaters of Judea 2,000 

years ago would be one of 

the last places on earth that 

a woman would want to give 

birth to her child.  Stables 

are filthy, smelly, unsanitary 

places.  Animal dung and 

urine, dirty straw, matted 

horsehair, windows and doors 

open to the elements – all these 

and more show just how 

desperate the situation was for 

Mary and Joseph.  Mary, a young 

girl, in a strange place, alone 

with a new husband she barely 

knew, had to go through her 

labour in this squalor. Where 

was clean hot water, a midwife, 

hygienic cloths when there was 

no room in the inn? And so the 

saviour of the world was born - 

not in a clean, beautiful nativity 

scene – but in a squalid, dirty, 

and heartless place.   

And the world that awaited 

this infant outside the stable 

was no less harsh and hostile. At 

the prompting of an angel, 

Joseph takes his wife and new-

born child and flees the stable at 

the dead of night and escapes to 

Egypt, Matthew tells us. In his 

paranoia King Herod “killed all 

the children in and around 

Bethlehem who were under the 

age of two” and “a voice was 

heard in Ramah, wailing and 

loud lamentation, Rachel 

weeping for her children; she 

refused to be consoled because 

they are no more” (Mathew 2: 

16, 18).  

So, only 16 Days of Activism 

against Woman and Child 

Abuse?   

Jesus was born into a society 

whose brutality to women and 

children we cannot begin to 

imagine. And this is a crucial 

point about God becoming 

human, Emmanuel, God-with-

us.  We are not alone whatever 

horrors we might experience 

and witness. God is with us.  

Jesus knew brutality, suffering, 

anguish and pain in his own 

life, even death on a cross. 

Jesus asks us to be like him to 

bring peace to a broken world 

and to discover in him the peace 

which passes all understanding. 

May we find in this Advent 

and Christmas seasons great 

strength and wisdom from God 

to be the people and a family of 

compassion, love and peace. 

With love 

Paul 

St Francis Parish Council  has recently responded to two appeals for financial assistance: 

R5000  was donated to Bishop Steve’s discretionary fund, and R5000 was donated to the 

Archbishop of Cape Town’s appeal to support 400 people to attend Anglicans Ablaze in 2020. 

Council felt it was important for the Church to be seen to be supporting the larger Anglican Family as 

this helped to build a sense of belonging. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Tsungi Ngwenya, Assistant Parish Administrator, on 

her 40th Birthday 

As this year draws to its end, 

We give thanks for the gifts it brought 

And how they became inlaid within 

Where neither time nor tide can touch them. 

The days when the veil lifted 

And the soul could see delight; 

When a quiver caressed the heart 

In the sheer exuberance of being here. 

Surprises that came awake 

In forgotten corners of old fields 

Where expectation seemed to have quenched. 

The slow, brooding times 

When all was awkward 

And the wave in the mind 

Pierced every sore with salt. 

Days when beloved faces shone brighter 

With light from beyond themselves; 

Vuleka Pre-school at their Christmas concert 

And from the granite of some secret sorrow 

A stream of buried tears loosened. 

We bless this year for all we learned, 

For all we loved and lost 

And for the quiet way it brought us 

Nearer to our invisible destination. 
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ADVENT 2019 

WEDNESDAY 
MORNING 

DISCUSSIONS 

 6:30 – 7:30 

New conversations about 

age old things  

with coffee and a muffin 

on 4, 11, 18 December in 

the Hall 

SUNDAYS IN 
ADVENT  

15 Dec - “What was, What 

is and What is to Come?” 

8.30 - combined 

 

22 Dec - “What is to come?” 

8.30 – combined 

CHRISTMAS 
SERVICES 

22 Dec - Carol Service  6.00 pm 

24 Dec - Midnight Mass  11.00 pm 

25 Dec - The Christ-Mass  8:30am 

29 Dec - 1st Sunday of Christmas  

8:30 am 

SATURDAY MORNING MEDITATIONS  

Meditations: 7, 14, 21 December 8.30 – 9.15  

(in the Assisi Room)  

Thank you once again to all who supported the 

Advent market held on 1 December 2019 in the 

Ellis Herbert Hall. It was a great success. There 

were a variety of stalls selling everything from 

home made items to Christmas goodies. Thank 

you to Val Archer for putting this initiative 

together as well as to all who supported by 

having a stall. We raised a total of R 5,686 from 

the sales, tea, raffle and the stir up. 
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Dung beetles have a brain that is no bigger than a 

grain of rice. But this brain is capable of very 

sophisticated co-ordination as the beetle rolls a 

ball of dung, walking backwards and with its head 

down.  

The October speaker for ParkViews, Marcus 

Byrne, is a professor in the School of Animal Plant 

and Environmental Sciences at Wits, and he 

teaches zoology and entomology. His research 

interests revolve around insects used for 

biological control, including dung beetles.  

Marcus began by noting the human brain is 

continually deluged with information, and that 

often there is too much to process adequately. 

Perhaps we can learn something from creatures 

with simpler brains.  

There are some six thousand species of dung 

beetle in the world, with more than eight 

hundred in South Africa. Only about ten per cent 

actually roll balls of dung. The dung is a source of 

food for the beetles, and the ball of dung can also 

become a ‘present’ for a prospective mate. In 

addition, the beetles also lay their eggs inside a 

ball of dung. 

It is from the ball that the young fully formed 

adult beetle emerges. For this reason, the ancient 

Egyptians associated dung beetles with 

resurrection, and with the god Khepri, who was 

also linked to the rising morning sun, and who was 

sometimes depicted as a man with the head of a 

dung beetle.  

The beetles will tend to roll the balls of dung in 

straight lines. Before starting to roll a ball, a beetle 

will perform a series of dance-like movements 

while on top of the ball, seemingly as a means of 

‘setting’ its rolling course.  

In doing this, there are several sources of 

information available to the beetle. Most 

obviously, there is direct sunlight. When the sun is 

directly overhead, or when it is obscured, there are 

other sources of light in the sky which the beetle 

can make use of. At night it can even use light from 

the Milky Way.  

 Information other than from sources of light 

is also available: one such is wind direction. And if 

there are several different sources of information 

available at any one time, the beetle seems able to 

‘select’ the most appropriate one. 

 The beetles perform a useful and efficient 

function in removing and processing dung.  

 The direction-finding skills of the beetles are 

also being studied to see what applications there 

can be for the design of robots with navigational 

techniques. 

Marcus’s book, Dance of the Dung Beetles, co-

authored by Helen Lunn, is published by Wits 

University Press.  
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Our annual Golf Day held on Thursday 17 October 

was another enjoyable day. Parkview Golf Club was 

in excellent condition, their organisation was first-

class as always, and the rain stayed away (even if it 

was a little hot for the players). Players were in fine 

form although few would admit to it! 

 An enormous thank you to 

the Golf Day Committee, Mymie Vos, Nigel 

Carman, Leone Jooste and Cherry Owens for all 

their hard work and commitment; and to the 

volunteers who helped with registration, prize 

giving and the raffle on the day, Louise Honnet and 

June Impey. 

We believe it is time for the organisation of 

the Golf Day to be taken over by younger, 

enthusiastic members of the Parish and most 

members of the Committee will be standing down, 

having been involved in the Golf Day for the past 

seven years. We are therefore looking for 

volunteers to join the Golf Day Commmittee. If you 

are interested please contact Mymie Vos or the 

parish office.  

Another big thank you to all the Parishioners for 

their support, prayers and words of 

encouragement. 

Congratulations to the winners on the day and 

well as the participants pictured to the right.  
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“‘Holy, holy, holy 

is the Lord God Almighty,’ 

who was, and is, and is to come.” 

This morning provided a time to reflect on the year that has 

been and to pray for the year that is to come.   

Congratulations to our very own organist Kenneth 

Jackson who participated in the Johannesburg 

International Flower Show which took place at the 

Mall of Africa on the 30 Oct 2019 – 03 Nov 2019. 

Kenneth’s arrangement was titled “Calm, rustic 

contemplation and won an Award of Excellence at 

the show. Kenneth arranged all the pieces on 

display in a 3×3 stand in the Net Florist Grand 

Pavilion. South African landscapers created 

gardens outside the Mall of Africa within 5 days, a 

remarkable achievement. 

His exhibition was made possible by kind 

donations received from St Francis parishioners 

such Nigel and Jillian Carmen, Russell and Melanie 

du Toit, Martin Pryor and Mymie Vos. The stand 

was donated by Jill Manson. He would like to 

extend a heartfelt thank you to all who supported 

him. 

Beauty is indeed needed in our country, 

upliftment of all our senses! Creation requires our 

participation, spiritual growth happens through 

appreciation of the less tangible and ephemeral 

parts of our world. 
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After a recent appeal by Peter Middleton, the Eco Group and St Francis Council for 20 families to pledge 

about R300 a month for a solar system to be installed at the church, we are proud to say it has finally been 

installed. 

The solar system will be used to power the offices (PCs, printers, Wi-Fi and lights) for most of a day, 

keep the lights and sound on in the Ellis Herbert Hall, especially when we have events such as ParkViews 

as well as lights on in the Church which will most certainly be useful with the recent powercuts.  

Below are images of the solar panels being installed above the caretakers cottage (1) and the church 

(4), as well as a screenshot of the app(5) that details the current status of the Solar system. At the heart of 

the matter are these two lithium batteries (2) that store the converted electricity to be used when the sun 

is down and load shedding is happening. Once again a massive thank you to all who have generously 

supported this cause.  

1 2 

3 4 5 
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stage and as an adult. But the 

fungus also spreads through 

the tree, impeding the flow of 

nutrients and water, and 

eventually the tree dies. 

The beetles came originally 

from Vietnam. They are very 

difficult to eliminate, and they 

breed rapidly: a single female 

can produce millions of 

offspring.  

Trees are of course a 

beautiful addition to the 

landscape, which would be 

much poorer when they are 

lost. But trees also perform a 

significant function in cleaning 

the air, and curbing the 

pollution from the burning of 

coal, or from motor vehicles.  

We could lose an estimated 

twenty percent of the trees in 

Johannesburg, which would 

mean an increase in health 

issues, with the attendant rise 

in costs. 

Some tree species are much 

more susceptible to the beetle 

than others; some indigenous 

species are more at risk, and 

the same applies to exotics. 

Thus the Cape willow and the 

English oak are both in 

significant danger, while the tree 

fuschia and the jacaranda are 

not. There is also, as Julian 

noted, a distinction to be drawn 

between reproductive and non-

reproductive host species. On 

the former, the beetles are able 

to breed and so to proliferate, 

and examples include the 

fountain bush and the black 

wattle. With the latter, the 

beetles may attack the trees but 

do not breed on them, though 

such trees can still be at risk 

from the fungus – these include 

the lemon tree and the wild 

plum. 

A major part of the solution to 

the problem, Julian stressed, was 

to remove reproductive host 

species that have been attacked, 

and to replace them with other 

trees. But competent advice 

needs to be sought, both about 

the removal and the 

replacement. 

More information can be 

obtained from the Johannesburg 

Urban Forest Alliance 

(jufa.org.za). The local Residents 

Associations can also be helpful. 

 

 

Johannesburg is a huge urban 

man-made forest, but many of 

its trees are being killed by a 

beetle, the Polyphagos Shot Hole 

Borer (PSHB). And the danger is 

not only in this city, but is spread 

across the country. 

Julian Ortlepp, the speaker at 

the November ParkViews, has 

been in the tree industry for over 

20 years, and has focused 

primarily on the health of trees, 

and on applying proper 

arboricultural practice to the 

care and maintenance of trees.  

He has worked in the Cape on 

the old historically important 

trees on wine estates and around 

private homesteads. Julian is the 

founding member of TreeWorks 

which he started in 2000. 

A single infected tree can be 

home to thousands of beetles. 

They bore the holes deep into 

the tree to breed, and the holes 

pose a serious threat to the 

health of the tree. In addition, 

the beetles bring with them a 

fungus, which is a source of food 

to the insect both in its larval 
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From dogs to cats to hamsters and 

hedgehogs we had them all. Our Annual 

Blessing of Animals Service took place on 

13 October 2019 on a wonderful sunny 

morning. It was a glorious service held in 

the garden with families bringing their 

beloved pets to share in the celebration of 

all that God has made.   

 The Eucharist, hymns and sermon all 

followed the theme around the blessing of 

Gods creation and and how all of us were 

put in place to look after all that God has 

made, including our animals . 
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St Francis participated through a number of 

initiatives namely,  a “Walking in 

another’s  Shoes” display pictured to the right 

and a pledge made by the men and boys of St 

Francis on Sunday, 8 December during the 

services.  The final wording of the Pledge was 

the result of  lots of consultation with members 

of the parish.  The display was was used to 

highlight the issue and offer people the 

opportunity to write a prayer for the those 

affected by this violence. For a copy of the 

Men’s pledge please contact the church office.  
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