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During August we followed the theme of 

Compassion.  We are aware of the many areas in our 

society where compassion is still needed. Especially at 

this time we think of the many people known and 

unknown who have suffered with Covid-19 and who 

have died. We especially remember our front-line 

workers and medical staff.  
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One of the biggest challenges 

the Christian community had to 

face in the midst of this 

pandemic was how to respond 

to the needs of the faithful 

community during the strict 

lockdowns, high numbers of 

people becoming ill and so 

much death. Many young 

people were exposed to 

sickness and death, leaving 

them quite isolated and afraid.   

This has made ministering, 

and being ministered to, 

extremely difficult.  What are 

we to make of all this as 

Christians? Where is God? What 

is the role of the Church today 

and beyond this pandemic?  

When I reflected on these 

questions, I am reminded of the 

compassionate God revealed in 

Jesus Christ. It is in witnessing 

God’s compassion that we are 

called to live compassionate 

lives. Indeed, it is compassion 

that serves and enables us to 

serve the poor, heal the sick, 

visit the prisoner etc. But on a 

deeper level, compassion exists 

because we realise that we are 

truly part of each other as God’s 

creation. The God in me is the 

God in you. This, I believe, is 

what enables us to rebuild after 

destruction, to heal what has 

been broken, and to love again 

even when it seems impossible.  

Compassion isn’t all about 

feeling sorry for others. It’s 

much deeper than that. Acts of 

compassion are acts of hope 

beyond despair.  Consider the 

times in Jesus’ own ministry 

where he was compassionate 

towards others: 

“When Jesus heard what had 

happened, he withdrew by boat 

privately to a solitary place. 

Hearing of this, the crowds 

followed him on foot from the 

towns. When Jesus landed and 

saw a large crowd, he had 

compassion on them and 

healed their sick” (Matthew 

14:13-14) 

“When Jesus landed 

and saw a large crowd, 

he had compassion on 

them, because they 

were like sheep without 

a shepherd. So he 

began teaching them 

many things” (Mark 

6:34). 

“As he approached 

the town gate, a dead 

person was being 

carried out—the only 

son of his mother, and 

she was a widow. And a 

large crowd from the 

town was with her. 

When the Lord saw her, his heart 

went out to her and he said, 

“Don’t cry.” Then he went up 

and touched the bier they were 

carrying him on, and the bearers 

stood still. He said, “Young man, I 

say to you, get up!” The dead 

man sat up and began to talk, 

and Jesus gave him back to his 

mother” (Luke 7:12-15). 

We do not know what the 

future holds or how to truly 

make sense of so many 

tragedies. But we do know or at 

least we believe that God is with 

us amid the storm. Therefore, we 

are called to live justly and love 

freely with lives of compassion.  

The rest is with God. God will 

save our world.  
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Our lives are ongoing works in progress.  In a way we are like oil paintings which we constantly work and 

rework in brush strokes of meaning in different areas at different times in the canvas of our lives. I 

always find this encouraging – we can always go back, recreate, rework, rethink, realise and add another 

dimension. God’s gift to us is to keep us company as we do this in prayer, the relationships we have with 

others and the purpose we seek and cultivate.   

By faith God accompanies us in our acts of realisation and encourages us with a boldness, love and 

understanding that is part of life’s biggest canvas in which we all play a unique part and make a 

difference. God’s invitation seen in the life of Jesus is that we are all, regardless of gender, invited to the 

table of life and hope.  

On 9 August we celebrated Women’s Day. Annemarie Paulin-Campbell, Director of Spirituality at the 

Jesuit Institute shared this poem with evening prayer that day. She said, “I wrote this poem two years 

ago - and have changed it only slightly - but I think it still resonates with the experience of many of us, at 

least some of the time.”  Hear God’s invitation in this, whether you are a woman or loved by one.   

our safety, 
our dignity,  
our reputation. 
 
Come out of the cave 
You cannot live there.  
Come out of the cave 
into the light. 
No longer bowed down  
to fit into small hidden spaces.  
 
Come out of the cave. 
Stand tall 
on top of the mountain.  
Let the sun fall on your face.  
Feel my breath, 
Hear my voice  
in the still small breeze:  
 
Let your voice be heard. 
Let yourself be seen. 
 
I am sending you. 
Into a world falling apart. 
To anoint, 

The Creator-Beloved asks: 
“What are you doing in the 
cave?”  
Who and what are you hiding 
from? 
Why do you fear being fully seen 
and heard? 
Is it the fear of being silenced by 
others; 
Attacked, physically, 
or wounded with words. 
Accused of ‘making trouble’ 
seen as being too much.  
 
I try to protect myself 
by becoming small enough  
to squeeze into the sanctuary of 
the cave.  
 
The Creator-Beloved, 
who called Elijah out of the cave 
says: 
To me. To us.  
Women who fear for 
our lives,  

To heal, 
To love 
To speak your truth 
and Mine - boldly.  
With words that I will give you.  
 
Do not be afraid. 
Come out of the cave. 
I am with you to protect you. 

 
 

Women’s Day 2021 – 9 August 2021  
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At the beginning of August 

the Churchwardens informed 

the parish that our rector, Paul 

Germond, would be taking early 

retirement due to ill 

health.  Paul hopes to attend 

the Patronal Festival on the 3 

October to bid farewell to the 

parish.   

Further the Wardens drew 

attention to the monetary 

retirement gift that will be given 

to him and would like to invite 

parishioners who would like to 

contribute towards Paul’s gift, 

to do so by making an EFT to 

the parish Bank Account giving 

the reference “Paul 

retirement” .   See bank account 

details below. 

At the Patronal Festival 

parishioners will have the 

opportunity to sign a card and 

write a brief message of 

appreciation to Paul. 

Bank account: Parkview St 

Francis, Standard Bank, account 

number 000496502 

Process for finding a new 

rector: 

This process is well in hand, 

and we are optimistic that we 

should not have to wait too long 

before a new rector is appointed. 

We thank all the staff, and 

particularly Diana, Cynthia, and 

Fabian, who are carrying us 

through this period with grace 

and will, we know, continue to 

do so. 

The Church Wardens – St 

Francis. 
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Spring is just around the corner and September 

being our Season of Creation is a month where we 

will focus on five themes of our Common Home – 

Earth. 

Carter Roberts, WWF President: 

“We destroy the planet at our peril – as 

humanity’s footprint expands into once 

wild places, we are devastating species 

populations and increasing the risk of 

zoonotic diseases (that cross from animals 

to humans) like COVID19. It is time to 

restore our broken relationship with 

nature for the benefit of species and 

people alike”.  

Although at St Francis we, as an ECO Church, do 

enjoy active involvement of our parishioners in the 

various ECO initiatives such as the collection of 

waste paper through the Ronnie Bin, the filling of 

the ECO Bricks and the installation of the PV 

system which continues to work silently in the 

background every day that the sun shines, we can 

do more. The conscientization of our congregation 

is ongoing with the regular ECO Quotes / Tips in 

the pew leaflets.   

The outdoor service followed by the Zoom 

meeting on biodiversity held in May with the 

sermon given by Rev Tim Grey this year were also 

both positively received.   

For those who may have missed the Zoom 

discussion with Canon Rachel March, Mike 

Williams has penned for us all a short report to the 

right. 

To mark the International Day of Biodiversity, the 

Eco Group of St Francis Church organized a zoom 

presentation by Rachel Mash, on 20 May2021. 

Rachel is the Environmental Coordinator for the 

Green Anglicans in Southern Africa. 

Rachel began with a reminder of the 

importance of biodiversity – the variety of life 

forms to be found on earth – and of the threats 

currently facing biodiversity. She noted that all the 

life forms are interdependent, and cited the work 

of bees and other insects in pollinating plants, and 

thus providing animals and humans with crucially 

important sources of food.  

As a telling contemporary example of how 

biodiversity can be mishandled she pointed to the 

COVID 19 pandemic. This seems to have originated 

in a situation in which various animal species were 

kept in overcrowded and cramped conditions; this 

allowed the virus to spread from one animal 

species to another and then on to humans. 

The story of creation in Genesis includes 

the much quoted instruction from God to man to 

‘subdue’ the earth, and rule over ‘every living 

thing’ (Genesis 1.28): this has been taken as 

permission for ruthless exploitation of natural 

resources. In Africa’s history, colonization is a 

telling instance of the relentless utilization of the 

continent, in terms of its human, animal, plant and 

geological content. 

But there is plenty of biblical evidence that 

brings this interpretation of human dominance 

into question. Even the notion that we are in some 

sense ‘stewards’ of the created world is 

problematic if it suggests that we are superior to 

and somehow separate from that world. In Psalm 

148 (9-12), for example, there is the clear 
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statement that everything on earth, inanimate as 

well as animate, is unified in praising God: 

“All mountains and hills; all fruit trees 

and all cedars; wild beasts and cattle, 

creeping things and winged birds; kings 

and all earthly rulers, princes and 

judges over the whole earth; young 

men and maidens, old men and young 

together. Let all praise the name of the 

Lord.” 

This of course presents the compelling 

suggestion that one of the ways of worshipping 

God is by being in the natural world and by 

celebrating its beauties. Such worship is relatively 

easy for those of us who live in the suburbs, and 

who have ready access to gardens and parks. But 

Rachel also asked about those who live in concrete 

jungles, and this is a question to which there are 

no easy answers. And of course there are serious, 

constant and growing threats to the natural world. 

Its diversities and its beauties, are under serious, 

constant and growing threats. Some of the more 

obvious ones include the pressures of growing 

urban, agricultural and industrial expansion. This 

creates a dangerously increasing problem of air, 

water and land pollution, complete with huge 

mountains of plastic and other waste. Fires and 

floods are becoming more frequent and more 

devastating. Related to all of this there are the 

pressing dangers of climate change. 

By way of conclusion, Rachel noted that the 

waters of baptism are a calling to a new way of life. 

Protection of the waters – and all other elements 

and forms of life in the natural world – should be 

included in this calling. She also pointed out how 

the Gospels record that Jesus would, at moments 

of stress, retire alone to the world of nature to 

pray. The most telling example is the time he spent 

in the Garden of Gethsemane just before his trial 

and crucifixion. 
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Memory 
Over the past few months some parishioners have died who have given so much of themselves to the 

community of St Francis and in this edition we would like to not only pay tribute but also bid them farewell.  

From Diana’s reflection at her 

funeral: 

As Martin reminded us, Ann was a 

member of this congregation 

arriving with Steve in about 1966 

and then living and giving to this 

community in so many ways…both 

she and Steve were like that, faith 

manifested fruit.  Ann was a 

Sunday school teacher and worship leader, a bible study host and 

participant in all that was on offer.    

 She also believed her training as a Dr was part of the healing gift 

she had to offer everyone, whether it was at Alexandra clinic, Parkhurst 

clinic, a clinic here at St Francis or at St Peter’s at the Lake.    

She also trained people in home-based care from St Francis – offering a 

profession, good care and a means of supporting families by looking 

after others. Ann had a heart for those in need.  She believed in the 

healing capacity of good nutrition and the difference food could make 

as an essence in recovery, taking the next step moving to a place where 

you could look for a job and find a home. So many people have 

reminded me this week about how Ann was the catalyst and best 

proponent of our feeding schemes, community Christmas lunches and 

co-ordinating the churches care in the area.   

Ann was also a wife and a mother. Sue J called to mind a time 

when she was in Bible study with Ann and Steve in their home in 

Parkview about 25 years ago. The study encouraged the need to work 

on relationships like marriage - Steve said he didn’t agree with this as 

he found being married to Ann easy, natural and utterly fulfilling - no 

work at all.  Such a lovely testament to Ann…. So, if Tim Gray who had 

worked with and known Ann for many years could speak of her as being 

the closest person he knew to a saint, then we are blessed and have 

something real to live into…in our own way and with God’s strength. 

 

Dear Diana 
I was very sad to hear about 
Ann Prior. She & I were part of 
Anglicare for some time. She 
was a source of inspiration, so 
knowledgeable, hardworking 
& compassionate. May she 
RIP. Condolences to daughter 
Jane.  
Blessings Rev Hilary Owen 
 
 
“She was one of the best 
woman I have ever known” 
Ma Eunice – our Social Worker 
at St Francis who worked with 
Ann at Parkhurst Clinic. 
 
 
For me, Ann was the 
embodiment of steady 
faithfulness. She was very 
down-to-earth, but had a deep 
compassion for those she saw 
as being part of 
her ministry, and served them 
consistently with intelligence, 
professionalism and good 
sense, and not without 
evidence of a good sense of 
humor!  She will be missed. 
Margaret Place. 
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We  remember  Janet  Holloway’s  husband , Andrew, who passed 

away on the 17 June 2021.  

We hold Janet and the Holloway family in our prayers as they 

continue to mourn his death. 

Literature and the arts were very much part of 

David’s life, so I am going to start with a quote. It is 

written by the Nigerian novelist Chinua Achebe.  

When suffering knocks at your door 

And you say there is no seat for him, 

He tells you not to worry 

Because he has brought his 

own stool.  

These words demonstrate the 

inevitability of loss and 

suffering for all of us. With his 

wry humour, David would have 

understood the macabre 

picture of Suffering, pitching up 

uninvited and unwelcome and 

parking off on his own stool 

inside your home. David (and 

his family) also know well that suffering and loss are 

part of loving – you can’t experience loss and grief 

if you don’t care about and value someone. Yet in 

the midst of unavoidable suffering and loss, there 

are always those who try to minimise grief and, 

absurdly, to try to make the loss of someone we 

love okay by mouthing platitudes and giving 

explanations. There are the cliches of “getting 

over” grief; “moving on” from it, but why would 

we want to do that when a person has had a 

profound impact on us and we have loved him? 

Wouldn’t we rather hold on to 

memories of him; to celebrate 

him; to be grateful that we knew 

and loved him?  

If we were not in the midst 

of a pandemic, this church would 

be overflowing with a multitude 

of people from many walks of life 

come here to remember and 

honour David. David would have 

yet another full house. But the 

strange time in which we are living also means 

that more people than this church can hold are 

attending David’s funeral online, so the house is 

actually not full, but overflowing. 

David Butler 

Andrew Holloway 
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John Alexander was born on 4th November 1940, the only child of Irene and Jimmy Alexander. He 

started his schooling at Ixopo Primary, then became a boarder at St Johns College, aged 7. He was a 

boarder there until matric in 1958.  

John excelled in sports and was in the First Rugby Team of 1958, the record holder for many years. 

His education at St Johns gave him an introduction to music and art and literature which he loved all 

his life. He was extremely curious and always interested in the world around him. He read widely 

and had a love of books and poetry, art and theatre. He was extremely musical and sang in the 

school choir from a very young age. He never stopped singing, belonging to school and church 

choirs for all of his life. He inspired his children to love music and art and learning and food.  We at 

St Francis  remember him singing the Exultet (the Easter Proclamation) at the early service on Easter 

Sunday Morning.  

He met Susan and they were married in 1959 and they had 5 children. He worked for many years in 

the Magistrates Court and later for Rand Mines and Rand Mines Properties. 

Once he had retired, his interest in theology, philosophy and religion was able to be developed 

further. Although his only qualification was the Public Service Law exam, he persuaded the Principal 

of St Augustine’s Catholic University, Sr Edith, to take him on as a student for a Master’s degree in 

Theology. He did this by discussing with her the many books he had read, and revealing to her the 

depth of his knowledge.  He duly received his Master of Theology in Philosophy when he was in his 

late sixties.  

John was a faithful member of St Francis,  who was passionate about many things. He was, with 

Susan, a regular worshiper at the Friday morning 7am Eucharist often adding valuable insights to 

the discussion on the readings.  He will be missed. 

John Alexander 
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On the 15th of August 2021, Emilia Meirotti and 

Logan Buckler, pictured to the left with their 

parents and God parents, was baptised and 

welcomed into the family of Christ. Below is a 

prayer shared by Melanie Meirotti: 

 

Loving God, 

 

You are the giver of all we possess, the source of 

all of our blessings. We thank and praise you for 

our greatest blessing, our beautiful family. Today 

we thank you especially for Emilia Rose.  

 Lord, when Emilia is tested in life, we pray 

that she will hear your voice of calm guidance.  

Lord, when Emilia excels, we pray that she will 

remain gracious and humble.  

 Lord, as Emilia moves through this world, 

we pray that her eyes see your presence in all 

things.  

Lord, when Emilia speaks, we pray that she will 

be wise, tolerant and non-judgemental.  

 Lord, as Emilia forms friendships, we pray 

that she will be an example of your love and that 

she will experience this love in others.  

 Lord we thank you for the abundant life 

into which Emilia has been born, and we pray 

that throughout her life her hands do works of 

kindness and charity. 

 As Emilia begins her life, we pray that you 

will fill her with a sense of fullness and happiness 

in herself, that as she grows in the knowledge 

and acceptance of her special gifts and that you 

will guide her on her own path and give her a 

courageous spirit to fulfill her soul's mission.  

 

We pray this is your holy name, 

Amen 
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On the 9th of August 2021, the youth community and their parents went for a hike at the Klipriviersberg 

Nature Reserve. Part of the motivation for this hike was the fact that because of the Covid lockdown 

restrictions, all youth sessions were done online for several months. Thus, there was a real need for us to 

get in contact with each other. It is true that humans need and long for physical interaction. Thus, the 

hike afforded us the opportunity for the youth to see some of their friends in a safe space, to get some 

exercising done and be together as a community. Hiking in nature also allowed us to (re)experience the 

splendour of God. To experience the fresh wind reminds us of the Spirit of God who dwells in us. The 

trees remind us that if we are rooted in God, we too will bear plenty fruit. It reminds us that Jesus is the 

true vine, and we are his branches. The birds of the sky and the ground beneath us remind us that God is 

our creator, God will look after us. In good times and bad, God is always with us.   

Images courtesy of Esther Karimi Malia. 


